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offence in any one else to, receive such goods from the %vife": Imp.

Commrs'. Report, P. 28.

"The general rule of lav," said Lord Campbell, C.J., " is that a
wife cannot be found guilty of larceny for stealing the goods of her
husband, and that is upon the principle that the husband and wife
are mn the eye of the law, one person ; but this rule is properly and
reasonably qualified when she becomes an adulteress. She thereby

k determines hier quality of wife, and hier property in her husband's
goods ceases ": Regina v. Featherstone, Dears. C. C. 369.

Fina ing a /ost article: The old nursery rhyme, "The loser
the seeker, the finder the keceper," %vas at one period undoubtedly
gaood law~, but should flot now be instilled, %vithout modification,
inta the minds of children, inasm'ach as it tends to -ive them

wrong notions as ta both law~ and morals.

Those "«sa-es of the law,'" Coke and Hale, give no uncertain
sounid as ta the criminal responsibilitv of a finder in their day.

Thc former sa s: "If one lose his goods and another find t hem,

thougbi he convert theru animao furandi to bis own use, yet iÈ is no
larceny for the taking is lawful" 3rd Ins. io8.

And Sir MNatthewv Hale say-s :"If A. finds the purse of B3. in

4 ~the higbwa) , and takes it and carrnes it away, and bath ail the cmr-
curnistances tbat rua) Drove it to be donc anima furandi, as denv-

in- it or secreting- it, x't it is nat felony- i Ile 5o6.

There is, lcovever, this mnucbi of truth in the rhymc, for if the

article lias been entirciv abandoned b), the owvner, it is certain that
the finder bias a right to kecep it. and, wbere the mwner is uniknawn
and cannat bc found, the finder las a ood titie (in gencral) against

v ail the warlc] cxcept the truc owner. Ar;nory v. J½/amzirie, i Sm.
L.C. 3 15.

The 11o1ci1 n iuic is laid down iii the case of 'gina v. T,)ur-

b'rn 'i Den. C. C. 387), a icadin- autbority on this point, ta, be
"that if a man finds goods that have been actually lost, or are
reasonabiy supposed by biin ta have been lost, and appropriates
thcm with intent ta takec the cntire dominion aver tbcmn, really
bciicving wben lie takes thein that the owncr cannat be found, it

is not Warccny. But if lie takes thein with the lik-c inten t, but rea-
sonabiy believing that the owner can bc found, it is larccniy."

But, said Baron Parkc : In applying this rule questions of
f sonme niccty mnay arise."


