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pim who was lately so disobedient all that
can gratity the desives of his parental
heart. The affection in both cases is
called love : but it was that which isstyl-
od the love of henevolence—a love which
finds its gratification in doing good to its
clject, however unworihy that object
may be—that urged the parent on inthe
diligent use of means for reclaiming and
reforming his son ; and it was when these
efforts were crowned with success that
the love of complacency could be exer-
cised, and satisfaction could be found not
only in e cfforts made to promote the
welfare 61 him who was regarded with so
deep an interest, but in him in whosc be-
halt the efforts had been made.

With respect to those whom he saves,
God'’s love of benevolence was set upon
when he viewed them as lying in iheir
blood They were offensive—loathsome
in Iis sight ; but he nevertheless set his
love upon them to do them good. 1t is
with respect to this that the apostle Jolin
says, “ Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Soe to be the propitiation for our sins"—
itis with respect to this, the originating
principle of all <he good that God's saints
can ever enjoy, that the same apostle
says, “ We love him, because he first lov-
edus” It is, however, with respeci to
the delight which God takesin those who
respond to his love, who walk before
him as dear children, that our Saviour
says “If a man love me, he will keep
my words : and my Fatber will love bim,
and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him.” Ile beheld witha
love of benevolence those who fike lost
sheep had gone astray, and he sent his
Son to seek and to save thas which was
lost. Itis when they at length return to
the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls
—when, having recognised the voice of
the Good Shepherd, they hear and keep
his words—it is then that he dclights in
them, and the light of his reconciled
countenance is made fo shine upon them.
Two cannot walk together except they
be agreed, and therefore when Ephraim
gives himself up to idolatry, God says,
“Twill go and return to my place, till
they acknowledie their offence, and seck
my face : in their'afiction they will scek
me carly” But when Ephraim says,
“What ‘have 1 to do any more with i-
dols?” & Asshur shall not save us; we
will not ride upon horses : meither will
we say any more to the work of our
hands, ye are our gods: for in thee the
fatherless finde:h mercy ; then docs God
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say, “ I will be as the dew unto Israel:
he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth
his roots as Lebanon.”  In such a case
the Church experiences the faithfulness
and lovinghindness of him who hath said,
“The Lord thy Gad in the midst of thee
is mighty ; he will save, he will rejoice
over thee with joy ; he will restin his
love, he will joy over thee with singing.”.
God rests here with complacency or de-
light. I'rom those whose hearts thus re-
spond to his lave, causing them to ex-
claim, “ Whom hLave I in hicaven bug
thee ? and there is none upon carth that
I desive beside thee,” God dues not with-
draw. On the contrary, taey arc an
habitation of God through the Spitit.—
In the case of every such individual
Christ says, my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him.” ¢ This is m) rest
for ever: here will I dwell; for 1 have
desired it.”

Iow close the union and how strong
the affection betwixt the Father and the
Son, when the love which the saints bear
to the Son is to be met with such a re-
quital in the Father’s love! Ifany man
love me he will keep my words: and my
TFather will love him. Yet would nog
the Father spare even this Son, but de-
livered him up, that we through him
might live for ever. ITow high too the
privilege, how unspeakable the blessed-
ness of those whose fellowship is thus es-
tablished with the Father and with his
Son Jesus Christ! Well may they re-
joice with juy unspeakable and full of
glory. 1low Loly ought they to be who
are bronght into this near iellowship with

5od ! e Joveth righteousness and hateth
iniyuity , and therefore if we say that we
have fcllowship with him, and walk in
darkness we lic and do uot the truth.—
Let believers then give themselves more
and more to the contemplation of Christ’s
glorious excellencies. Let them seck to
drink more deeply into his Spirit.  Let
them never forget that it is in him only
that they can confidently and joyfully
meet with that God who is a consuming
fire. Let those who as yet may be stran-
gers to this blessedauss seek it in Christ.

Ie is the brightness of his Father’s glo-
ry and the express image of his person.
No man can come to the Father but by
him. In bim are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and kuowledge; and it is the
will of God that all men should honour
the Sog even as they honour the Fa-
ther.
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