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ilint ivho ivas lateiy se disobedient ai thiat
eau igratif'y the dlesrczs of' bis parental
liart.' The affe~ctionî in both cases is
caiied love : bit t k ivas that whiciî is st) 1.
?d the love of iîenievoience-a love ivbieli
finds its «ratificationx ini doing pcod to its
olject, howcver unworthy t at object
rnay be-that urgcd the parent on iii the
diligent usq, of mleans for reeiaimingy aud

IDforîîing blis sont ; ani it ivas whicn tiiebe
efforts ivere crownied îvith sucecss that
the love of' eoînpiacency couid be exer-
cised, and sati';f1aetion could, be filunti not
oriiy in 'i cilorts miade to promete the
ivclfar-e &a 1inm who ivas regarded ivitti bo
deecp ant interest, but in hîi ini whose be-
fialt'îlîe efforts had lîcen made.

With respect to those iî'honi hie saves,
God's love of benevoience ivas set upon
iiien lie vieîved thcm, as lying ili ibleir
biood 'Fîey îî'erc offensive- leatisoînle
in bis siglît ; but lie iievertlieless set bis
love up0fl tcm. Io dIo thent qood. h is
ivitli respect te this tiat the apostie Julin
saî'o, "H Ierein is love, flot thiat 'we loi cdi
G;d, but that bic lovcd uis, and sent luis
Son to bie thse propitiation for our sins"-
it is ivitlî respect te this, the ou iginating
principle of ail ' he good that God'b baints'
can cicr enjey, that the sanie apostie
6avF, Il We love him, beeause lie frst lov-
cd lis." It is, luoîver, iviti r-especý te
the deliglit whicb God takes iii tuo-,cîvbio
respond te bis love, who w'alk, before
hini as dear children, that our Saviour
Eays IlIf a man love me, hie vili kcep
xny ivords: and mny Father ivili love biuîx,
and Nve ivili corne uuxto bim, auxd makie
our abode Nwitlh Iim." Ilc beicid wiflh a
love of beruevelence those ivho like l-st
eheep liai -one astray, andl li sent )lis
Son to seek'àand 10 save thai wlîiclî '<vas
lost. Ih is whien the), at lengthi reuurn te
the Shephierd and Bishiop of' their qou'ýs
-whc'n, hiaving reco-nised thse voice cf
tlic Cood Sheplierd, they licar anti keep
luis w<ords-it is tiien that lie dtliglits in

'ern, and the l'uglit. cf bis reconcilcil
countenance is made Io shine upon tlîcm.
Two canriet waik togerber exccpt tlucy
lie agrreed, andl therefore: wbeîî Ephraimi
gives bimuself 11p te idoiatry, Ged says,

wIidi go and return te my place, tili
they acknoivledýe their offeuxce, andl seek
mny face: in îbhŽaffliction tbcy ivili seek
mie early " Èût' -when Epbraiun says,
IlWlîat have I te do any more with i-
dols ?" IlAssliur shall net save is ; ire
'viii net ride upon liorses: neither ivill
neo say any more te Uthe'ç%ork cf our
hiands, yea arc our gods: for in ilice the
tatheraç5â findeLià =xtrcy ;thon ilcs Goti

sa>', I Niil be as the dciv unto lsrael:
bu(, shall groiv as the lii>, andl cast forth
bis roots as Lebanen)." l stiel a case
tbe C'hirrcl expeiuilLes the failîifuliiess
andl loi iuziîbe of liini %vlio liatix said,
"Il Vu Lord tluy Gad in tiv, iiiidst Ut' t1eu
is inigiity j Ilie vili ,aNce, lic îil! rejoice
over thc ivith joy lie wili rest ini bis
love, lie ivill joy over tlîc ivitixsnîi""
God rests licre %vi coliiîacelncy orSe
light. Prom those îvhtose! hcarts thub re-
srJoru te blis lave, cauingZ thens to cx-
clainli, Il \horn ha Il ieit ev(.n but
tliee ? anîl tliere IS 1101e 11POn eartb that
1 desire bebideo thlee," God (lues not iii-
draîv. On the cuntrarv, tiiey are ani
habitation et' Gud ttîrouigh tho Spit it.-
Ini the case of' ciery sbucli individual
Christ says, mi, Father w<iii love iim,
and -,ve w<ill corne unie liiii, auixi niake
or abode ivitli Iinii." Il Th'is is niu, rcst

for ever: hiera iih .1 diveli ; for l'bave
desircd it."

Jloîv close the union andl how strong
the afhection betwixt the Faîlier auid tins
Son, '<vlieri the love iviîicli Uic saints bear
te thie Son is t e, me uît 'iitli buch a ru-
<icital in tbe Fratiîr's love ! If auîy inan
love une lie iiili keep niy mvords: and rny
Father iii love biiun. Yet woîiid ilot
tue Fathier spare cien this Son, but dc-
livercd himi up, that i<ve thraoughî iiim
mitght live l'or ever. Iloi liigli tee tixe
plivilege, boir uîîspeakiable thc blesseil-
uess cf tbose vvhose l'ellowsbiip) is tîus es-
tablishiei wîith tlîe Father andl with bis
Son Jesuis Christ! Weil înay thcy re-
joice ivitii joy unspeakabie and full cf
gilory. lloiv boiy ought tiecy te be '<vho
arc broti_±riît iet nus lîcar iiloivhip '<vitl
Gad ! lIe loi eth righîncousncss and liatcth
iîiiquit3 , anid tiiercrfou-c if ive say iliat ive
halec felioivshîip '<vitiî hinii, andl ivalk iii
dlarknes '<v2 lie an.'l de uiot thc trutl.-
Let believers tlivin give thiîcseiics more
aiud more te tic contemplation cf' Clîri:>t's
gloricub cxccileîîcies. Let thiier seck tç>
drink miure deceuly ite bis Spuirit. Let
tlîem îîevcr forgyet tiîat it is iii lini oniy
that tiîcy caî 'couîfudentiy and joyfuily
rncct ivithi thuat Ced Who is a colibumng
fii'e. Let thiose wbo as yct may bce strati-.
-ecrs; te tîis bicssednuss scek it in Christ.
Îic is the briglitncss of his Fatber's glo-
ry and the uNIbrebs imlage of bis person.
No man cari conicte t te Father but by
huin. Inuiniî arc lîid ail the treasures cf
î%vizdoin andi lcuovrledge ; anud it is the
'wiii cf Ced liat ail Mcix sliould lionour
the Soi3 even as they honour the Fa-
ther.


