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ness of the previo.ui;aid the comparative goodness of' the present. state.
Paul's picture in the closing verses of the Fir8t Ohapter of' Romans,
gives us glimpses into that deep, dark pit whieh comtemporancous
Profane flistory fully confirmis. True, there were lights shinging in
the dark places, making the darkness but the more visible.

"There was no power known to Eeathenisni otf lovely Art, historie
recollection, sonorous eloquence, stinging, satire, wliich could avail nt this
momentous snd awful crisis." The empirical sciiemes of the mosgt
reflned taste and subtie Philosophy and false religiousness proved utterly
abortive. - Were society as pure before Christianity as after, why does the
Rationalist historian, Lecky, speak of the pages of' Sue for&us as re-
maining "a n eternal witness of the abysses of' depravity, the hideous
und intolerable cruelty, the hitherto unimaginable extravagances of
narneless lust that were then manifested on the Palatine." Why should
the sceptical Renan testify ' that in Rorne everyv vice flaunted itself with
revolting, cynicism," and the Roman bistorian, Tacitus, says: IlVirtue
was a sentence of death." Why should that sarcastie satirist, e.Ttvernal,
say without any testimony of disapprobation, "lTiiere will be notliing0
furtber which posterity may add to, otir evil manners. Tho"e corning
after, can only reproduce our desires and deeds, every vice stands al ready
nt its topmost summit," and why wouled Matthew Arnold, whose senti-
ments and sympathies are closely affllhiated wîth A-nosticism, who may
be almost looked upon as its poet Laureate, give this finishing,
toucli to the dark picture

On that hard Pagan world, disgust
A&nd secret loatlîing fell

Deep weariness. anid sated lust
Madebuman life a bell."

In this corrupt mass was bid the leaven of' Truth-" The Tru th as
It is in Jesus.9" "I-Re descended into H-el,"-that hell of tue Poet's
portraiture, and in bis train came love, joy, peace, long-sutffring,
gentleness, goodness, faith, patience, teraperaùce."

Ohristianity inf'used Ilnew blood " into the Body of society, wbich
had become, as Troplong, puets it, Ilprof'oundly gangrrened." Wlien we
think of' the source whence that blood flowed-ot' the sweep it took-
and the sanitary influence it exerted, we may well say, "lthis is the
finger of God l " A religion that could heal ail our diseases and redeemi
our life frorn destruction, springing up at sucb, an era, could bave no
other than a supernatural origin. The very conception of' the, funda-
mental principlés of the Christian Faitb was superbuman; nor lees sol
the forming and framing of a character so perfect, by. illiterate Jews.
bora and brought up within the contracted circle of'a systemneàsentially


