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44a 10 doubt this would appear arrogant. To common observa-tion the distinction between the plant and the animal was be-
t eVed to be sufficiently clear. Between an ox and an oak.tree
ther'ewas an unmistakeable difference. A cabbage and aswallow

ne''ot very easily confounded. Thizi was quite true ; but if theentire of what. was known as the animal world were laid against
Whole of what was known as the vegetable kingdom it would be'Oeul that there were no features belonging to the one which wererlot in1 soIe sense shared by the other. There were vegetables
¶o0ntrolled by movements which in animals would be called
Ins8tincts They could intoxicate a plant as they could intoxi-Caea Mlan or beast ; they could paralyze it with pain or c hloroform,%"d Could kili it wit.h an elec'tric spark. There were Bomne plants
Which depended for existence on the animals they entrapped,'lid to this they were endowed with a susceptibility more deli-
cO than thiat of the huma* body, wbilst they could distinguishbeween' food which would nourish them. and substances whichW011ld1 1 0 t. It was not too much to say that the extinction of
P'èctg Wonld lead to the extermination of the most beautiful
lt exitn on the lobe ; while the extinction of these beati-

iect "ts would, in ILt manner, be the muin of the majority of

jh ot fTHE ORIGIN 0F 306G lION OIE.
Th ot ftrees appear to have power to reduce the peroxideth. , contained in sands with which they corne in contact, to

rusoluble protoxide. When the, water which dissolves this18ito low places, where branches, twigs and leaves of trees're 8l0w1y decaying,the protoxide becomes re-oxizedand is deposit.
idi te interstices of the vegetable forms left by the decompo-

0 ft te woody fibre. Thus, parts of the trees are not petrified,
4J;ifi d ; the whole beds of iron ore consist of these roots ofegetation. Where the ferruginous waters do flot encoun-tom11 'aes of deconîposing wood, but merely lie at rest, as in

9,raPs and ponds, the evaporation causes the ore ta be deposited
th-luP 5 , from. the size of a shot to 500 pounida weight. From.

e tbOttorn of ponds these lumps can be raised with tongs, likeIw.-n either formu the large amount of vegetable matterIch this ore eontains makes the melted iron rednced from. it
theedIngly fiuiid, so that it runs into erynoad an of

hes. Z~en bog ores can be procured to mix with other iron
fth ey produce a highly beneficialeffect in the running of the'JjSýace and quality ot metal turned ont ; though, as a rule they
i% bri yield 40% of metal. The pig metal obtained fromn themi

^ rttle that it breaks to.pieces on being dropped on hardIllnd. Its weaknesis in part due to its containing phosphorus,
4NKlicp etc. lien taken froin swamps, the wor ,men fethzo note cavities loose earth, leaves, bushes, etc., which,

fie ithin eighit years, leave behind themi fresh deposits of ore.
jon0tnoted places of supply for bog ore in this country are:

8 1'f1olth county, New Jersey. Piscataquis county, Main and
fi th~ 11 on the eastern shore of Maryland. Iu the early partcou Century mucli was obtained fromn the ponds of Plymouth

t'yp MasW., and from Egg Harbor, New Jersey.

WHY THE BEY APPEAUS BLUE.
f t ehY is tlie sky blue ? " is a question, soya a recent number
fie cadmy, which has often been asked, but neyer satis.OIty answered. lJelmhioltz offered an explanation whichtePeIded, on the reflection of solar light by the air particlea intu8 8hr.Thteprils being very minute, would re.
lile they wonld allow the longer waves, corresponding to green

k od ight, ta pass through thema; juet a% a log of wood float-te the surface of still water would throw off the tiny wave-
ased by a falling drop in its neighborhood, while the same

in long ocean bwells would be tossod, ta and fro withont
ticE.u imp>eding the progress of the waves.~>h0L ichols ýin the Philosc>phieal Magazine, for Decem-At Pronouncedanother view, which has muchi ta recommondAccrding to Young and Helmholtz's theory of colour-ini.Obiou1 there are in the eye three sets of nerve-termini, one set
te.Ir'lnenced by the red, another by the green, the third by

1%eVolet rays. The impression of color is the resultant of the~la litieB of these thiree effecta. The impression lipon theseds ' ot diretly proportional to the inteasity of the ray,%Zd, tfe O1 t nerve-termini being subject to different laws. For*ttele rya the «' violet " nerves are very sensitive, whileg4eon and "«rod " nerves scarcely act at ail. As the

light increases in intensity the " red" and "green" nerves in-
crease in activity, while the " violet" nervos becéome tirod anddazzled. For raya of dazzling brilliancy the "red " nerves are
in their mnost sensitive condition. Thus, of the simple colora, as
the brightness incress, red and green change, ta yellow, bluebecomes white. Daylight at ordinary intensîties affects thethree sets of nerve-termini equally ; the resultant impression iswhiteneas. Now daylight is simply the light of the sun weaken.
ed by manifold diffuse reflections. The direct rays of the sun,
as we let themn faîl upon any colorloas object, appear also a whitelight ; but on attempting at noon on a clear day to gaze into thesun's face'the impression is of blinding yeilow. It i8 Dot thatthe direct raye differ in composition from 'diffuse daylight, butthat the " violet " nervea cannot transmit the action of suchstrong light. The moon, with enormously leas illuminating
power than the sun, seems bright, and is far brighter than theopen sky. lu passing from the intensity of the moon's rays tothose reaching uà from a corresponding bit of the open sky, wemay, perhaps, take a stop as great as that between the bright-ness of the sun and moon. In genoral, white light wilI appearbîner and bluer as its intensity diminiashes, and this law wilapply to the skies ; a the light they reflect becomes feinter andfainter they will increase iii blneness, even though the light bythe process of refloction suffer no change in composition.

DESTRUCTION 0F THE PYRAMIDS.-A correspondent of theEgyptian Gazette writes : "11 have j ust retnrnied fromn a most
interesting series of excursions to the Pyramida. They were
made from. a dahabiab, and include4 visite ta the great pyramida
of Gheezeh, at Sakkarah, to Dashoor, and to Maydoon. 1 re-gret to say that in several places we observed the hand of thedestroyer at work. Not only was this the case at a remote placelike Dashoor, but, 8o to speak, under M. Mariette'a very nose.
Some four or five large Stones, imuîediately under the entrance,
have been removed from, the Great Pyramnid ; and, incrodiblo asit may seom, I waa informed, on what seemed to me trustworthy
authority, that this wanton act had been committed by order ofthe Khedive, the atone being required for the buildings of thenew moaque which s0 greatly overshadows the beautilul mosque
of Sultan Hlassan. Few people would be sorry to seo the hideousnew building pulled down, but that the pyramid should be
further destroyod ta build it is one of the moat inular examples
of the ' reveuge of timo' I ever heard. It is Weil known that,beautiful as is the mosque of Sultan Hassan, we have it at thesacrifice of the Great Pyramid, which was pnlled down ta buildit. That the Great Pyramid ahonld, after the lapse of more
than five centuries, be once more put under contribution, andthat for the purpose of building a mosque which already, whenotily half-finiabed, hides aud dwarfs its older neigbour in a wayalmost destructive of the ple3sure of looking at it, is, indeed, anoteworthy example of tho vicissitudes of fat and the irony ofhistory. When the Govornment itself sets an example of thiskind, we are not surprised that it is promptly followed bymeaner folk. At Dashoor, a place seldom visited by the touriste,
and where consequently the marauder thonght himself safe, threecamels were du ring out stay being loaded with the square whitelimestanes of the casing of the larger pyramid. Few of theseStones remain. The upper part of the pyranlid has long been
stred. But, in spite of the remonstrances of our party, andte theat, promptly carried ont, of a complaint ta thîe Govemn-ment by lettor, these few relics were being ruthlessly pulledaway, evory removal of a atone insuring the destruction of twoor tbtree of its noighbourà. The adjoining pyramid, which ia soconspicuonis from Helouan, and so remarkable from being buiîtin two different slopes, had tili lately its casing nearly complote.

This casing is of the greatest importance, for the alteration of~the angle will almost ppeaarwben itha beon removed; and\1 regret to say, though 1 dd not actually see the work in pro-greas, there can be no doubt that haeo also the destroyor hasbeen *recently bnsy. Stones, loosened from the top of the build-ing, have been rollod down the aide, tosning and amashing the
sniooth surface. Three or four largo stanes have also been re-
moved from below the entrance,, which is 110w inaccessible with-
ont a ladder. It is in little-known places like Dashoor that sncb
destruction as 1 describe is mosteasy ta perpetrate and moot
difficult to prevent. But there cannot be ranch dimctulty in
watching the Great Pyramid of Gheezeh." f

NEW REMErDY FOR BURNS.-AU iron foundry man recommenda
as "«a never-failing speedy remody " for burns and scalde pow.
dered pino wood charcoal.


