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BAD ARTICULATION.

Bv Joiv; LixATII

lIt shows itself in varlous ways, soine of wvhich I will
illustrate, thus :WPvts for mios, fuer for for, Sil for gret, iranniii&'
for raning,- 'n or un for mnd (ixot once iii a hundred times
is ajud fülly pronouniced); las' sieps for lasi sl.eps, mus' go for

ust go, wvinda for wviidow, Ihisie year for itis ilear, azlt isuai
for as 11snai, las' clecar for last 1lear, nnaI.y for uity, opporcitu-
nity for oppor1umiy, juty for dzitli, Henc.rg for Heizry, Febu-
ary for Fcbrumary, .fi(gger fr/ucviçable for visible, Çpîii-t for
spirit, bar' n for baron, pote and poine for poet and< poem.

Now, -%vhat is the cause of this bad articulation, which.
is almnost universal and is one of the w'vorst defects i read-
inz?

it 1$, in the first instance, ýa nzational, not raerely a pr*o-
viniciai delèct ; and this increases the difficulty of the situ-
ation. Every uncultured J3riton lias the defect, and some
cultured ones, too. The iîatttral tendency in speakingr is to
drawr bick the toupue wvith its tip poilntinig iii an upwvard
direction, -whilst there is a strong disincliiîatiouî to pti5h the
lips out and use thein iii articulation. Aiother noticeable
tendencv ini our speech, which contributes, to bad -.%-ticula-
tion, is the increase of accent at the expense of the unac-
cented syllables. This I need not illustrate. The unac-
centedt svlaihles are but indistinctly heard, or, as it has beeîi
f4cetiously put, they ire swallowed. Ifaving i'egpr4 4lsQ


