
10 BIBLE SOCIETY R~ECORDER.

tions forbid the circulation, throughi its agencies, of Bibles wherein thé Apo-
crypha is contained-very likely because the society lias everywhere to take
decided ground againet ail distinctively Roman doctrines. In the eighty-one
years of its establishmeîit the society lias been carrying eut its object with

iconstantly increasing efiectiveness. La-st year by its agents over three million
copies of the Scriptures, ini whiole or part, were distributed ; and the grand
total cf its work, since its work began, represents over one hiundred million

.ý'opes sold and giveii away. 0f the ZDsociety's yearly work, no detailed men-
tion can be mnade in a column ; indeed, its own pubiished annual reports fills
six hundred octave pages, including mention of the work on English soul, and
a- still fuller suminary of the results abroad. A million and a quarter of
dollars came inte the seciety's treasury last year, nearly ail of whlich. passed
at once out in meeting printing and colportage xess
j ot yet has the Amnerican Bible Society attained to an equally large in-
corne, thougli it is aise engaged in a siniilarly important work. Indeed, dur-
ing the last four years, the American Society lia in ail expended a quarter
of a million dollars over its available receipts, and its managers are viewing
with anxiety the heavy draft thus made upon the reserve f und. In somne re-
spects the past fewv months has been specially trying in the Society's work.
La-st year, in the death of Dr. S. Wells Williams, the Society lost its efficient
President. Last spring, the deatli of the Hon. Frederick T. Fielinghuysen
removed the man whon- the Managers had elected te bie Dr. «Williams' suc-
cesser; and again, a few weeks sine-, the sudden decease cf Dr. S. Ireum-eus
Prime, of the Nfew Yor-k Observer, deprived the Society of stili another sireng
friend. It was Dr. Prime whor, at the Society's annual meeting in May,
moved a resolution of sympathy for Mr. Frelinghuysen in lis sickness. In
the fewy -%eeks since. both Dr. Prime and Mr. Frelinghuysen have passed
a-way. Threa Vice-Presidents of the Society aise died dàuring the past year.

But, of course, the Sciety's work is tee firmnly establishedl now te be ni-
te3rially shaken by the death cf an individual orindividuaIs. Like the Britislî
Society, than which it is a few years younger, it labours bothi at home and
abroad. .Recently it began, a thorougl canvas cf the United States, and at
present, by colporteurs, and througli ether agencies, about a million farnilies
are visited annually, t-ielve per cent. of whom are fonnd dlestitute cf Bibles.
Two-flfths cf the entire issues from the Bible Remise ]ast year were consigun-
ments te colporteurs, and orants te aumiliary local Bible societies, and te in-
dividuals, churches, and Sunday schools. In addition, the missienaries of
the American Sunday Scheol Union, a-nd cf the varions denominational home
mission secieties, receive annually from the Bible Society many tho.usa.nds ef
Bibles, which they distribute ini needy loca-lities cf the South and W'est. Tlie
Bible Society itself kept three hundredl and fifty-nine colporteurs at work ini
the United States during a part or whe]e cf last year. Thîe Managers ivould
bo glad te enlarge this departmnent, and would do se, except fer the deficit
noted above, The financial depression, tlîroughout the country interferes
somewhat with the sale cf Bibles published by the Society. Then, cf course,
(thougli the Society's report makes ne, ention cf this point), the recent largec
sale cf the revised version decreases, consicierably, the sale cf the authori7ec
version-and both the British and the Americaii secities are fcrbidden by
their constitutions te circulate otlier versions than that whicli owes its eng.,in
te the King Jamies revisers.

Abroad, the Bible Society sznonths the patlî cf the missionary by furnishi-
ing the Seriptures in the local vernacular, or by preceding him. by colportage
%verk. " Leaving it te otiiers te circulate bocks about the Bible, coninientar-
ies, introductions, concordances, and the like; te eniplcy catechists, prea'cli-
ers, and Bible readers, and te endew sehoois, chuirches, snd hospita!s; the
province cf this Society lias been te provide copies cf thre Seriptures, in a
legible forin, ini the language of common life, and te disseminate thieni, ms far
as could iwisely be donc, among ail classes cf people and in all lands te ili


