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shirinkzs skin-tighit, until thle luclil(ss citizen whlo drops his purse
on the side-walk must let it lie, or, stooping to reclaimn his o-wn,
brave thxe awful possibilities of suchi temerario-us daring. r1lhen,
agai, flhe eliangeful garment appeareth suddenly ini its bell-
mouthied variety; and honest Jack before the inast, houle froni
a cruise, finds imiself quite cii reyle, while gentlemen of leisure,
"lhall seas ov'er, may feei -%itli dignified sel f- approbation thiat
there is a kind of happy nautical hiarmiony between tL-eir hiabitude
and thieir habit. Till Io! once inore the freakishi article reverses
its mode, and changes to the peg,-top, whvichl, as it descends earthi-
-ward, grows "silall by degrees, and- beautifully es-ieper-
chance, again, to the intelleetual, condition of the wearer.

Ail tiiese, and suchi as thiese, are passîng fads in dIress; but
somne assume a proud permanence of being. Bubbles, these, of
touglier texture, warranted to stand tihe pricks of lime, circuin-
stance, and even the aspic longue of ridicule. Instance that nxost
imposing itein of maie lieadgear v'ariously yclept flic tail hiat,
the top liat, Ille plug hat, thme ehinminey-pot hiat, the stove-pip)c hat,
and w,%ith playful hyperbole, the slzy-scraper,. This prehisloric:
article of hiead-dress lias been to mue, 1 hiumibiy confess. a perennial
objeet of wvonder, a-wc, and pensive sttupefac.ttion. 'Wlat must
flot hiave bec» the sublime daring, the superb superiority to ridi-
cule, lihe soaring invention, of that glorious Edison of fasliion
w'hlo first from. out the deptlis of ]lis inner consciousness evolved
the sky-ward structure, -and,:llnally crownedýtlimerewitlî, deservedly

aking among hlis lesser bretlhren of the mode, stailhed fortlh in tihe
liglît of day and chiallenged the revereuce or dcfied thme laugliter
of an awve-bestrieken or censorious and uninipressibie world!1
W\e are msed to tihe glorions superstructure now, and its lofty
majesty lias a peculiar faculty for instilling a timiid respect-,
but even 10 this day il does excite, by w'h.liles. the mnaicious
humour of the ungodly and irreverent-minded, .wile iiany hiave
bec» time -assaults perpetrated on ils venerable dlignity froni liie
to lime by ibarbarie wieiders of the pencil and the pen. It lias
survivcd tlmcm ail - it lias comie to stay; and it inay be that "The
Last M,ýai" of the l)oet Campbell (or is it Campbell?) wvill con-
front a crumnbling universe, and give iutterance 10 hlis sublime
monologue. bcmathi the tirne-hiallowed slhadow and hieaven-prop-
ping dignity of-a stove-pipe hiat!

I would Sain refer, in a fe !ee]ing ivords. to lihe saered
swallow--îail of vespertilion fest. Y. But liere language reels
int fatuity, and beggared expres&. il, closing tihe doors of bankt--

rutspeech, refuses all furtlher drafts on cxhausted resources,
and talies refuge in tlic- silence of despair.
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