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The Victoria Jubllee Bridge.

Back ini tie fifties, Mlontreal could not
boast of a hetter connection witb tbe railway
f0 flic south tlian by' ftle primîitive nmode of a
ferry across tbe !St. Lawrence River. '[le
termnîus of tlîe G.'[.R., tbcn called tlîe St.
Lawrenic& Atlantic R.R., running froîîî
Portlanîd, Me., w'as Longueuil, aI vicbi place
tbe Co. 's steamers werc ini readiness ho ferry
tbe passengers to Moîtreal, tîe nmosh inîport-
ant city of ail thle British possessions ii
Amierica, & oîîe wlicli at tlîat timie warranted
tbe expectation of ifs becoming an imnmîense
metropolis. 'Tbe population of Montreal w~as
between 6o,ooo & 70,000, more tban lialf of
wvloni were of Frencb extraction.

Freiglît v.,as traîisported in barges & during
flic .vinter sleigbs were resorted to as con-
vevanlces for passemîgers & nierchandise.
'[wice a year there %vas a stoppage of trafflc
from 0one to flîrce weeks duriîîg tbe faîl &
spriîîg, Nw'ben the iigbty St. Lawrence was
im 1 assable. On one occasion a nunîber of
passengers %vere being -arricd across tbe ice-
bridge ini a sleigb, driveit by one of the
G.'[.R. teamshers, %vbeîî a casualty occurred
wvlicb prov'ed fatal to one of tlîe mitnber, iflie
others îîarrowly cscaping. WVben nearing the
niddle of tbe strcani tlîe wlîole field of' ice,
inany mîiles in extent, begami to îîîove, but
fortuîîately stopped after goiîîg a short dis-

tance, & ail escaped in safety, îexcept one mai
Who died froîn exîtaustion & friglit.

'[lis, it may be imagined by tbose living in
tbe present period that great difficulties &
dangers were expericnced by travellers to &
froni Moîtreal ini the old days, beforwe tbe
G.[. R. erected thiat wonder of engineerinîg
skill, the Victoria 'Tîbular Bridge, whicb
stood tlhe test of a heavy trafic for niearly 40
years.

.It is probable Ibere neyer was an tîndciirtak-
îng so beset witb diff cuIt ies as the building of
thie Victoria '[ubtîlar Bridge at Montreal.
'Tbe contractors biad to contend not only' %vith
a rapid strcaiti tsvo miles wide but witlî shoves
of ice froni 3 to 7 ft. in thickness, & fromi 15
to 20 square miles ini extent.

'Tle engilleers of the Victoria '[ubular
Bridge were Robert Stephenîson & Alex. M!.
Ross, C.E. MIr. Ross, %vbo lbad been conncct-
ed w' thb niy large rail%%aý,s & public works
in Europe, came fo Caniada in 1852, & after
conferring witb pronlinenit menin iitbis couni-
try. & flic maniagement of Itle G.'[.R., w~if b
a view to bridging flie St. Lawrenîce, îettîrned
to Eîîglaîîd ini tle hall, after suggestiîîg a
tubular bridge to coiînect tbe nortb %vitb tbe
soutlî shore.

'[li first stone for the first pier (if the old
bridge wvas laid Jîll' 22, [854, bY Sir Cusack
Roncey, aloîîg itb Vice-Presiderît lulîies, J.
Flodges, A. MI. Ross, C.E., & otber genîie-
']eei, w~ho were also joined by Lady Ronlev,
Mrs. Hodgcs, Mrs. Maitland, & otliers, eacbh

taking the trowel &
assisî iîg iiiprep;iring
the mortar bed for
the first stoîîc in the
first pier of the great .

undertaking.
On NOV. 24, 1859,

Vice-President Black-
well, H on. G. E. Car-
tier, Attorne - Gen-
et-al J. Hodgcs, A.
M. Ross, C. E. ;W.
Sbanley, Major
Camîpbell, 'Messrs.
Gzowski, Macpher-
Son, Forsytb, Captain
Rhodes & others,
were the first t o cross
the Victoria Bridge. Mr. Blacksvcll %%-as on
bis way f0 England to attend the Grand Trunk
meeting, where lie was able to report himiself
as coming "via Victoria Bridge."

On Aug. 25, î86o, the bridge w~as officially
inaugurated, & the last rivet driveiî by H. R.Il1.
the young Prince of Wales, on1 which occasion
a gr'and banquet was lîeld near the bridge, &
addresses were given bx' tie Prince, the Duke
of Newcastle, Mr. Blackwell, A. M. Ross,
C.E., Mr. llodges & others.

To comrniernorate this event, Mr. Blackwell
bad a medal prepared by J. S. Wyon, Chief
Engraver of Her Majestys seals, a gold one

of wbich was presented to the Prince, & a
bronze one to eacb of the officers of the
G.'[. R. t bears a fine impression ini relief of
the Prince as be tben appeared, witb the
Princes feathers on the reverse
side, & the words, " Welcome,
Albert Edward, Prince of
Wales, visited Canada & In-
augtirated tlic Victoria Bridge,
i 86o."

'Tle following partictîlars re-
spect ing the old Victoria '[ubui-
lar Bridge miay be interesting: 11
Length of iroîîwork ...... 

6
,,5(4;efi.

Total length ........ * ,44 ft.
N "tlber (of piers........14.24
Number tif iron tubes ............ 25
WVidthtof t'entre &pan . .. . ofi.
Widtb of side spans .... ....... 242 fi.
Thiclcness oif centre plers at stimmer

water level ........... 28 It.
'[hickness, of side piers atsumner

water level ........ .......... <S18fIL
Nlaterial (if pers .... Lirnestone
Quantitv oif ma-onry (piers and abut.

tuent-;)... 00000iooocubic Nyards
Total sreight tof iaor. 230tonts
Fleight of tubes.....18L tO 2 2 ft.
Width of tubes................ 16 ft.
Total weight of tubes ..-. 9,044 tons
Height from water..... ........ 6o fit.
Grade of tubes to centre ... i in i<3<>
Cost of bridge ............. $7.Ooo.ooo)
Englîteers: A. M. Ross & Robert

Stepbhenson.
Builders: Prto, Brasse),& Bettunder

the superintendency of J. Hodges.

T[be traveller on leaving the 11. R. FI. Tl
Montreal side of the bridge OPEN.

Si LARN,&ATLANTiCr-k. R.
Losciu£t.L STArTON'.1855.

goiiîg east inay have observed on1 bis le! t a
gigantic bouilder placed uipon cut stoneinason
wvork, siirrounded by a picket fence. '[bis
boulder was dug up ini the vicinity of' the
bridge wvhile the latter wvas under construc-
tion, & %vas placed wh'ere it nowstands 1w'
the %vorkinen eînploved on the constructioni,
iin -onifnieniorai ion of the immigrants wlîo
dlied froin ship t'ever during the years 18-17-8.
'lie boulder bears the following inscription:
-- '[o preserve froîn desecration the remiains

of 6,ooo immigrants, who died of ship fever,
A-1-)- 1847-8. '[bis stone is erected by the
workmnen of Peto, Brassey & Betts, employed
iii the construction of the Victoria Bridge,
A. D. 1859."-

At the t ime of the conîpletion of the Victoria
'[ubular Bridge inii 86o if %'as considered the
eigbith wvonder of the world, & was the ad-
miration of not only the promnoters & the
G.'[.R. Co., but of al Canadians & others
who looked upon it. '[brougli increase in
trafic, & witb tbe onward marci of tinie &
improvemnent, tbe old bridge bad becoîne inef-
ficient to imee thte demands of tbe G.[. R.
System, & tbe management concluded it must
be replaced witb a structure wbicb would
mieet all needs. Accordingly a new open
work steel bridge, witb double tracks, carri-
age ways, & foot walks for pedestrains, now
rests on the piers wbich lbeld the old Victoria
Bridge for se, many years.

On December 13, 1898, the second track
across the new Victoria Jtibilce Bridge over
the St. Lawrence River at MNontreal was comn-
pleted, & tbe bridge opened for traffic witli a
double track, the first train to pass over if be-
ing tbe St. John's local, witb passenger enigine
No. 26

5, Conductor Lavigne & Engineer
I)ay. Wh'ile apparently of small moment ini
itself, tbis fact miarkedf an intcresting event

rIiE PRINCE OF WALES ANI) StUITE PRESENT AT
IING 0F VICTORIA TUBULAR BRIDGE, 186o.
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SOUVENIR MEIJAL, OPENING 0F VICTORIA TUBULAR BRIDGE.


