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flrst gifts the Prince matde to the Queen ivas at
littie pin hie liad reccivoti from his niother irlien
ho wvas a chll(. andi also that Princess Louise,
the Prince and Qîiecîî's ol<lcst ilaugliter, was
named after lier grandiother and rcseniblcd
lier.

The Dowager Du)chesb, -ahove inentioiied.
occupies a proininent pilace in tlic narrative
Sho seems to bave becri more timan ai nother te
the Princes Ernest andi .'lhert, and t i 1 froni
lier lotters to lier (lauiglter, flie Dnchess of
Kent, mnotiier of Qîteen Victoria, tliat niost of
the facts reiating to Prince Albert's childlîood
are gatlîercd. SlIe appears '.> have been a sin-
gnilarly afreCtionate andt tliotightfuîl old lady
fIer 'Majesty says of lier:

IlThe queicN reineibers lier (Pîar grandinother per-
fectly well. She Nvas a mnost reniirkaible ivoinan, with
a moRt, Ipoverftil, energetit-, ailmost masculine mind, ne-
conipanicd wlith irrt,:it tiiiderie<s uf hiea-rt,, and extreino
love for niatuîre. Th'le Prince bold the Qiieci that Aie
li ivibiseil e.triiestly, tliat lie sliouid niarry the Quîcen,
anid a.4 mlie died %vlieii lier gratîidehiildrenî (the I>rlîîc
a'îd Qiieeil %veri- only tw v arsý old, Aie conlé bave
llîtlc giies.set ivlint ai si..iî lip was prepnring not
only ifer this coiuîîtry but for tic wvorId at large. She
%vat; adorcîl ly lier eliildreîi, partieîîlarly by' lier isois;
King LQoolli betng bier great f.1% rite. she liait fille
anîd inost exlîressive btise eyes, iflî the marked fea-
tures and loîir iiose inlîerited by înos-t of lier clildreîî
and gran<leiil<lIreii."

From the letters of the ihtchess ive lcarn
prccisely wlîhen Pr'ince Albert %vas horn-îow
ftic accoucheuse Siebold ihad only lîcen callcd
at flîrce on a certain August morning, and 1mw%
at six Il tli little one gave lus first ct-y in the
world andi looketi about like a little siliuirrel
witli a pair of large black eyes :" only the eyes
afterwards proved to be blue. Mdme. Siebolti,
the accoucheuse liere mentioneti, liad only flîrc
mnonths before attendeti the Duclîess of Kent
at the birth of the Princess Victoria.

On the 22nd of Mîay, whien Prince Albert wias
barely eighit months oUI, his unother t1iiî tde-
scribes lier chiltiren:-

1-Ernest est bien grand pour -on àtge, vif et initetli-
gent. Ses grands veuix noir-; p-tilleîit d'esprit et dle
vivaeité. ... Abe s uîb-'iebat x
traordinaire; a de grands yeuix b(dcii, uneî tout petite
bouiche-un joli nez-et dles fosstes à chaqu'pe joue-
Il est granîd et vif, et toujours gai. il a trois (lents, et
malgré qu'il iî'a que huit mois, il commenic-ie déjà à

Tîte grancimotiier recordi more tuit one
that Albert is not a strong child, bîît very beau-
tiful. <1Littie Aiberinchen, with his large 1Mu1e
eyes anti diipleti cheeks. is beivitching, for-
wvard, andi quick as a wveaqel. Ernest is not
nearly s0 pretty, only lus intelligent broivn cyes
aire very fine; but lie is tait, active, anti clever
for his age." Anti again: Albert is very
liantisoutte, but ton sliglit for a boy; lively,
very futnny, ail good nature, and fuîtl of mis-
ehief." If also appearsfhatfhe handsuuîîe, fra-
gile boy ivas very subjeet to attacks of croup-
a matter whvli gave flie grantImnottýer great
concerni when. at four years olti, Albert vas
roînoveti with lus brother froin the care of the
nurse f0 whoini tbey liat been lîitherto entrinst-
edi andtihanded over to the tutelage of IIlerr
Florschitz cf Coburg. She remaýrked that lie

ought not to be taken fromn lus femnale nurse,
wlîo slept witlî îiîn; tîmat at %oman wvas more
wakeft thtan a man, andthalît if flic Prince
shotîlt be visiteti in tlie nîglît iiî eue of' the
.ittiicks of croup f0 whîch, lic %vas stibject, his
tittor nmiglit not discover this until if -,voutd be
tOO late-a, truly ivonmanly andt iaternnl idea.
'rue Prince, lînwever, iw:s glati of' the change,
for ire are toIt) that Il even as a chitti lie shewed
at grcat diuîlike to buing in tlîe charge of womcn,
andi reiuuiceit iiustend of sorrowing over tic con-
teîiijihuftt( cli.nuige."

'T'i-î; futor seenis to have been a inan of rare
iuîfellecîu:î eîîdoiviients, aîid an adept in ini-
parting instrîxetien ; iii short tlic pîîpils anti
ilîcir teacher scenicd fo be equatly hîappy antd
fortunate iii vcaotter. luis recollections of
the Prince, wlioni lie receiveti at such a tender
ago iluat hie was chilti enouigh fo ho carried up
anqi down stairs on the l)ack of bis tutor, forni
a vcry readable part of flic Memoir. Thîey are
f00 lengîthy. however, for our pages, înuch as
we shotld lil.e lu introduce tlîem. 'rheir carly
studies ou% t. r, wte have att accounit of a Etiropeani
tour nadel îuy flhe young Princes, and of teir
first visit to Englant in 'May, 1836, acconîpanied
b)3 their ftlmr.

'.Llirc is a lettcr lîcre wvbich records thaf lis
fît-st ai)îe:tr:nce ivas at a levee of the King's,

Lwlîîcb ias long autt fatiguing, but very inter-
cý;ting." A tlrawing room, a, grand dinner, and
a brilli.tnt hall at KenisingtonlPalace followed-
flot very iiuîncli to the Prince's detiglif appar-
ently; for- they brouglît late hours, ant ihe
eould neyer keep awakc ainiglif. Titis stralîge
sîcepiness wvas cixaracteristie of lus earliest
years, andtiive atre foiti that Ilmanfully as lie
strove against if, lie neyer enfirety conqucred
flie propensity."

Dutring theLir sfay in Englan t li Duke and
lus sons ti-ere Italget at Kensington, Il andi if
iras on this occasion thai the Qucen saw thc
Prince for flic tirst finie. Tbey ivere bofli noiv
seventeeiî years old-tîe Qteen complting
lier seventevnth year tiîring flic visit, the
Prince tbrc iutonflîs later."

If denes not apîtear tluat tue Prince andti s
coliiii VictoiaL hitl any ica, «t this trne, fliat
their union liati been seriwusly ftouglit of by
lii grandunoflier, before referredti f, or flic
Qtieen's favorite uxîcte, flic King of the Bel-
gians. Suc'î, liowever, ivas flic case; the idea
soion spreatl, and the sagacions Leopolti, te di-
vert attention froni if, suggested fliat fhe
Princes slîould make a four in Swifzertand and
tie northi of Italy. If w-as nof, Iîowever, till
after the Prince's second visit, ivbich occurred
in 1839, tliai anvulîing passeti bctwvecn the
Queen andi lier futuire husbanti on the subýJect.
In flue meantiîîîe WVilliam IV. dieti, anti Vic-
toria ast't'ndet the titrone. 'The Princes were
tiien attentling the University of Bonn. From
flic seat cf thaf University, Prince Albert ivroe
f0 congrattîlate lier on the event in flic folloiw-
ing ternis
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