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shat is called ** big Sunday ™ at the head
ned o the lake, or the Archbishop’s annual
1ent visit 10 the Indian mission. The boats went
ury. eptaking away the majorlty of the people.
the However 1 held a service at the Fort for the
were fimilles speoding the summer there.
wem B OnSunday night Ar. Findlay rejoined
1ces EMM meat Bale des Peres. Monday was spent
old R it the Fort and on Tuesday morning we got
ode BB caboard the steamer and started home-
rere B8 ward, reaching Gordon Creek before nnon.
ter. B8 Trere were other ecclesiastical digoitarles
1y BB o board besides ourselves. Archbishop
elo PR Dohamel, 8 kindly, pleasant-looking old
kea BB geotlemav, accompanied by a number of
o, B prests, was also oo his way down.
in. At Gordon Creek a sad accident oc-
et ared. & young mavn, Thomas Lauam of
the B Csmpbell's Bay, Quebec, ageant for Gillies
o MR Bros., was taking a large oumber of men up
red ® 1vihe lumber woods, and in attempting to
ied T mton board the baggage car while the train
se, M wis moving, lost his balance, fell under the
[Ty arwheels and had both legs taken off. Dr.
M [ies, of Mattawa, happened to be there and
¥s- [N wpped the bleeding, but could do nothing
ap- 8 relieve the pain. He was taken to Mat-
ops 138 tiwa hospltal, had both legs amputated, but
ich SR died shortly after the operation. The deep-
th- [N utsympathy was manifested by all.
pic §® Reaching Mattawa, Mr. Findlay went
s §3 st intendlng to visit another mission field
we (il tefore reaching home. I took the next train
- 38 usit and reached home In safety, delighted
2d S8 nth my trip but pretty well tired out,
¢ B8 Iam fully convinced that the work our
1e. :‘ Seperintendent of Missions has to do is no
oz M wsptask. Two weeks nearly used me up,
10t ¥ it Mr. Flndlay had spent eight continuous
be M ks at the same kind of work, and still
ler ¥ wemed able for more. Osne cannot but be
ter G cmrinced of the great utility of such  work,
o o discovering the need of the outlying dis-
he 983 tncts, in bringing gospel privileges to the re-
f. ¥ cotest corners of our own land, and thus
n- BN bymg the foundations of future congrega-
‘a Mdwns, The gratefuluess with which the
be B8 Scoenintendent’s visit is received and the
cb :pe and encouragement which it fnspires
as i ue vorth going to see. Nor are the peo-
be ka8 bt 2pt to forget how the Church seeks out
1 i [ children wherever they go, and watches
' T8 e them with a mother’s tender care. For
of S s work and labour of love, often toilsome
“§ BN ©:d discouraging, yet carried on with much
0 W eupy and alertness, the Church owes
:’; g1 5h to her quiet, unassumiog, canny,
Sperintendent of Missions for Algoma.
3: McDonald’s Corners, Sept. 1st, 'g6.
Bl YTRODUCTION TO TUE SYNOP-
) TI1C GOSPELS.*
8
; PV RLV. ROB1I CAMFBELL D D.
s; Dr Gloag bas lald all students of the
B ble under fresh obligations by this new
. tatibution to the literature of the Book.

He bas brought to bear upon the subject of
e relations subsisting between the three
fr2 Gospels the same qualities that charac-
Ruied his previous works — sobriety of
§od, solid sense, great candour, much
vion and a thorough acquaintance with
fide views of other authors who have dealt
R5id the same problems tbat presented
Aitimselves to bis mind for solution. The
wsitlons he takes are, on the whole, conser-
freive. TTe does not set out with assuming
l:‘:zl traditional views must, prima facie, be
§Ciarded.  On the contrary, it 1s quite ciear
Mttt be means to hold fast that which the
Wsthas banded down, until he sees good
grtasans {>r abandoning 1. He accepts, in-
t2d, the late Professor Jowett's dictum :
Sripture is to be Interpreted like other
bdks, with attention to the character of its
8 1thors and the prevaillog state of civiliza-
%1 aund knowledge, with allowance for
poliarities of style and language and
u3des of thought and figures of speech,” as

the main correct. But Dr. Gloag modi-
% C2s this principle by another one which he
ji:igwn; “To t(nterprct the Syooptic
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Gospels aright . . we must have
spiritual discernment; we must feel the
truth in our hearts,” And he adds in a
note: ‘“The Scriptures address them-
selves not so much to man's rational na-
ture, the Juxij as to man's spiritual natore,
the rvetua. We must be In sym-
pathy with the great Author. There is great
truth in Neander's famous adage: 2Pecius
est quoad theologun: facst.” While the temper
of his mind 1s 10 conserve what has been
beld and found in men's spiritual cxperi-
eace to be true, he desiderates candour in
dealing with the real difficulties that are met
with in these Gospels, and he well illustrates
it in the concesslons which he makes in
several parts of his work. For instance, he
admits, regardiog the sources of the Synop-
tic Gospels, that there are * many objections
to which no satisfactory answers have been
given, . . . We must leave the question
in a conslderable measure un-
answered, but we loock bopefully forward to
a satisfactory solution by future critics.”
He also admits that there is an irreconcil-
able discrepancy between these Gospels as
to the number of blind men cured by our
Lord at ornear Jericho, and as to the locality
where the miracle was performed.

Dr. Gloag is disposed to accept the view
that the Gospel was at first esseutially a spok-
ea Gospel, aund that, being often repeated by
the disciples, it came to have a fixed cbar-
acter, and then its substance was commit-
ted to writing by the disciples themselves or
by those who were famlliar with their nar-
ratives. Aund uandoubtedly this seems the
patural view to take of the subject. We
must exercise the historical imagination and
strive to think of things as they then were.
We are apt to project the situation and ex-
perience of our own time into all time. For
ipstance, Dr. Gloag gives a guotation from
Professor Salmon which llustrates this: “A
few detached aphorisms of a great teacher
may be carried by the memory for some
time, and be passed from one to another ;
but discourses of the iength we find io the
Gospels would, in the ordinaty course of
things, have perished {f they had not been
from the first either committed to writing, or,
if committed to memory, kept alive by con-
‘onstant repetition, It is surprising how
little of spoken words ordinary memories are
able vo retain.” Yes, in this age of books
and universal reading and writing, among
the Westera nations. But it was not always
so among them, as it is not so amoung East-
cro peoples even now. We donot in these
days trust our memories, aad so they are
aot cultivated, and cousequently they do not
serve us ; for we all hear and read with note-
book in hand, and trust to our notes, and
this is fatal to memory power. But per-
sons whose recollections go back forty or
fifiy years can recall wonderful feats of mem-
ory pertormed by scme whom they kaew,
and these not always of the lettered class.
It was no uncommon thing f{or ploughmen
in the south of Scotland to bz able to repeat
the whole of Allan Ramay's * Gentle Shep-
herd,” although they had perhaps never seen
it in print ; and Higblanders could recite long
poems of Duncan Ban Mclutyre aod Peter
Grant’s long bymuos, which they had learn-
ed from their mother’s lips. Aud all schol-
ars koow that the Hindu priests can repeat
the *“ Vedas " from beginniog to end ; and
their memories are trasted for the correct
reading, rather than printed copies, of those,
to them, sacred compositions. Our Lord’s
disciples belonged oot to the literary class,
to whom methods of composition were famil-
iar, but to the observant, practical class,
who were wont to use speech as the vebicle
of commuaicating their ideas, and who
trusted to memory rather thaa to books for
treasuring up what they koew. The Lord’s
promise on thelr behalf that the Paraciete
should bring to their remembrance all thiogs
that He said uato them, assumes that it was
their recollections that were to be used in
their witnessing for their Mastes. Toe in-
troduction to Luke's Gospel also seems to
imply that it was oral testimopy which the
disciples bore to the lifc and teaching
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of Jesus, ‘*as they delivered them unto
us, which {rom the beginning were eye-
witnesses and ministers of the word,”
although from tbe very first sentence ot
Luke we can gather that others had eadeav-
ored to reduce to writlog the thiogs concern-
jog Christ which the disciples were wont to
speak.

Dr. Gloag rejects the theories of a
Mr. Matthicus and a Mr. Marcus, as not
supported by the statements of the Fathers,
and in themselves improbable. He regards
it as pot demonstrated, though probable, that
Matthew's Gospel was written in Hebrew,
and admits that a mistake is made in Matt.
xxvii. 9, 10, lo ascribing to Jeremiah what
is contained iv Zschariah, although he
thioks that the error Is more llkely to have
occurred through the fault of some early
copyist, than through the ignoraunce of the
evangelist, and instances the perpetuation
of the errar In the King James' version,
slraining “at® a gnat instead of “out" a
gaat, 10 subsequent issues, as showing how
wmistakes may gala currency.

Regarding Mark's Gospel, he sides with
those critics who claim for It eatire original-
ity and unity as well as genuineness. Aund
while warmly commendiog the Revised Ver-
sion of the Scriplures, generally, ne takes
issuz with the revisers in their conclusion
regarding the last twelve verses of Mark.
Dr. Gloag holds that extersal evidence
is strongly 10 favor of their genuineness.

He also vindicates the geouioeness of
Luke's Gospel, although he admits that the
comparative absence of patristic testimony
in its favour and its relation to the Gospel of
Marcion as well as its alleged Ebionite
tendency—‘“composed . . . toexalt pov-
‘erty and promote asceticism”—are all con-
siderations not without their weight when
thrown on the other side of the scale.

The portrait of Jesus, which our author
finds in these several Gospels, he well likens
to three photographs of the same person,
placed io three difterent relations to the
cantera. la Matthew, the Messianic nrom.
ises meet ip Jesus of Nazareth—the Gospel
to the Jew. In Mark we bave the graphic
picture of the Lord of the whole earth every-
where evidenciog His easy mastery over the
forces of nature. In Luke we have the Cath-
olic Gospel, in which the love and tenderness
of God to all mankind, and especially to all
consciously penitent ozes, and the doctrine
of free justification are emphasized.

But while Dr. Gloag invites men earnest-
ly to pouder the Saviour, as He is set forth
in the Synoptic Gospels, he very properly
protests agalust the tendency of some recent
writers to underrate the other portions of the
New Testament, especlally the Pavline
Epistles, in comparison with Matthew, Mark
and Luke. Quoting the DMaster's own
words: ‘‘1 bave yet many things to say
unto you but ye cannot hear then: now ;
howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is
come, He shall guide you into all the truth,”
Dr. Gloag justly remarks. ‘ £aoland the
other sacred writers unfolded truths which
Jesus had only revealed ln part. They ex-
plained the way of salvation more distinctly ;°
the agency and work of the Holy Spirit
were not clearly made known until tue out-
pouring of His inflacaces on the day of
Peotecost.”

Dr. Gloag closes his volume with disser-
tations on the two crucial historical difficul-
ties arising out of Luke's Gospel—that of
our Lord’s genealogy, and that of the
census of Quirlnius, As to the {ormer, be
comes to the conclusion that while Matthew
traces the genealogy of Josepb, Luke gives
Christ's true parentage through His mother
Mary. But as only male ancestors are
named, Luke does not mention Mary, but
goes right from Jesus tn Heli, His maternal
grandfather. In order to this rendering all
the words after * being ”’ until we come to
*¢the son of Heli,” will be thrown along
with ““as was supposed,” into the paren-
thesis, reading - *¢ And Jesus Himself when
He began to teach, was about thirty years of
age, being (the son as was supposed of
Joseph) the son of Helr.”

As regaras the matter of the census, Dr.
Cloag accepts Zumpl's conclusion that
Quirinius was twice Governor of Syria, first
at the time of the Saviour’s birth, and again,
ten years afterwards, in which view both
Mommsen and Merivale concur.

Ou the whole, few books dealing with the
subject are more worthy of a place on a
minister’s shelves thaw this work of Dr.
Gloag’s, While free froth the numerous
minute references which encumber most
treatises of the kind, and written in a flow-
ing and most readable style, it is up to date
as embraciog the latest revelations, on the
points at issue, of the most recently discov-
ered manuscripts.
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BY REV; A, J. MARTIN, TORONTO,

Sept7th L STUDIES IN 0.T. HISTORY. { Revew.

GoLpEN TexT.—Prov. xviii. 10,
MErory Verses.~Golden Text tor the Quarter.
Catecitss.—Questions for the Quarter.

Howur RnAqu;s.-—M. 25am. b: tell ;3 V.
112 7% 2 Sam. vi: 112, vii. ¢-10. . 2
Sam xix: 1-133 x: 8 9. Zh Paoaxxii: 141
F. 2S5am. xo: 1-12; xviii: 933 S. 1 Chron.
xxii ¢ 1-16  Sub. 2 Sam, xxiv 40-51. and Prov.
xvi: 22 33.

Somehow it seems impossible to get away from
the idea that the Golden Text for Review Sunday
ought to be made the ceatre about which the les-
sons for the quarter may be grouped lor review.
Our text for this quarter is a delightful one, and
one the truth of which can be readily illustrated
from the lessons we have been studying together,
during the last thrce months. The ** Name of
the Lord " signifies all that God is Ihimself,
His attributes, His love, mercy, power, know-
ledge—in a word, the revealed God. The *‘high
tower " brings before us an idea with which we
are aot so familiar as the Orientals; & ceatral
fortress, in which, at times of danger, the sur-
roundiog population could take refuge. We can
find more than one instance mentioned in the
petiod of history covered by our lessons for the
quarter, when men fleeing from their pursuers
took refuge io such a fortress and were safe, until
cither the fortress was reduced, or they were de-
livered over by those with whom they had taken
refuge. But this strong fortress there is no
daoger of the epemy overcomiog ; nor is there
any fear of one who has fled there for refuge beiog
given up  *“ Him that cometh unto me I will in
po wise cast out.” The righteous man hiding him-
self in God is set on high—lifted up out of the
reach of the trouble or danger that besets him.
How aptly David’s career illustrates this need
scarcely be poiated out. It was only because the
Lord was Divid’s hope and refluge that he escap-
ed the plottings and snares of Saul, and was
brought to 1ule over a portion of Isracl on the
death of that monarch. It was only because the
Lord was with him during the seven-and-a-halt
years he ruled ia Hebron, that he was enabled so
to coaduct himself as to win the favour of the
whole nation, and o to secure the kingdom God
had promised him, by the best of all conquests,
a conquest of love. It was only because the
Lord was his refuge that David brought up the
Ark of the Lord to Jerusalem. He koew what
God had been to him, and desired thza: God
should be suchto the whole nation. Therefore,
he strove to establish Jehovah-worship as a nation-
al rehigion, and longed to give to that religion 2
fitting habitation by erecting a house to God in
Jerusalem. It was only because his trust was
wholly in God that David could endure unques-
tioningly the settiog aside of his heart’s desire, and
could so earnestly urge upon Solomon, as the chiet
duty of his reign, to carry out that work for which
he had made sach great preparations. It was
only because the Lotd was David’s purtion that
he was able to love his enemies, and to do good
to those who had hated him, and to show kir aess
to the heir of a rival line of kings, because of the
love he bore to that heic's father. It was thecon-
sciousness of (God’s help to fight God’s battles
that nerved David to victory in all his contests.
Oaly the assurance that God would not cast him off
forever could have snatched Dawid from the mire
of sin .0 which be fell, and lead him again
through confesston and supplication ioto the joy of
God’s salvation. Only the sustaining grace of
God kept David under the severe blow which
came upys lim as the dicect fauts of his sin.
Absalom's rebellion and his pawnful end must have
tried the lauh of David 1n such 2 way as only true
faith ia Gol could have cndured. QOnly hrm
reliance upon God could have led Israel’s poet-
king *o make such ar acknowledgmeut of his 10~
deredness to Jehovah for victory and deiwvesance,
as the eleventh lesson tells o of. And biessed be
our God, that same strong tower of sure deliver-
ance is available for our refuge, if only we are
wise, and choose the ** way of understanding ™ in-
stead of the way which seemeth right in our own
eyes, be cnd whereof is the ways of death.  May
God by His Spirit lead every boy and girl in our
Sabbath School to take refuge in this strong
towzer.

The choir of St. Aadrew's Cburch, Lindsay,
undes the leadership of Mr. J. P. Morris, gave an
admirable coocert at Cresswell, a week ago.  The
Misses Gross and Kiog, Dr. Gillespie, and Messrs.
Morgan, Morris and Jackson took a prominent
part in the programme,



