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'Zbe ja inih2 Circle.
THE IF DINC 'A N.

Thro' wavizug %vutil when fiis we're greeni
Andti hrds 0ere smgmng gayt

Alla ail thro'out tihe lai ,was seul
Tito lowery poit> of bay,

A Young 1tuii't w:uder'd Sadtiallatisloiw
Rlis face spoko oif a dcopcniîig woe

Tlint darken'd ail lus wîîy.
Te iii thostinging of the birds

~Vssatider thàîal hiiiian n %ords.

"Oh, ntotfor niethe juy tf alring !

Thus spt'olihoie itiu2% sigli -
"'Su young, htu vsry young, anid yet

Thuy sayflit1 i utadcie;
Tiit oruthe autunini chili and drear
IIat.h wasteti to anîothtryear,

1 ini my grave shall ie.
A2ita ! 'tishlard, se liard, te go
And Icave the alla and stars ilow.

"Tears, tears - 1 of toit feel themi sweil
%Vitît sutddeu huret of! heant.

O carth, we nover know se wcl
WVe love, il Iwa nmust. part.

1 lu ;eietIA!. îtîebruul, tie grass,
Tite bee, the btîd, the hird -alas,

Ttîtlove shouiti sear anti smart 1
Ali, how I love P-ich littie tiing
]3ccause 1 shal not. secete spring

"Alld more I lave as days go by.
To-day îny faltering foot
ouid scoru te crtîsh the woundeti fly
Or bruise tlîe helpicas root.

For I1rmust. die tiue saine as tîuoy.
And ho%% coulai 1, tieti, stoop ta lay"

How plucklte unripe fruit 1
For o!it I %viiin y iands anti cry,
Because, uiipe, nîysei! must die.

"I kntow tiuey say thaI better lhitigs
Anit ou high te j st-

Joy %veling up froin iîurer eprings
Al undtil'd by dueL.

But stl1 love earth 3 lake aud iwoud,
An~d <jot i hiseif jrutuunc d thesta guutl.

Besicles, I laid nîy trust0
In dreains 1 nove ere sickncss came,
Glati dreams af love, anti lite, anti fanie-

«" Weil, p'rhaps 'tis boat for (4od isàjîist;
But oh, 'is liard te know

That 1 nîust biti farewcll, ini dust
Toé iay this body ltw;

Ant icbrnlne more the lîreeze at stoon,
Tite nighlixîgale hcncanth the moon,

Or sec the roses low.
Dean Goti, forgive Lis rcbe's si-là,
For it is harti, so biard, te diae~

The sunier 'as'i ; the siigî birds
Sang iviiti 'nealli aoutîiern skies:

But licet.îc thusîxanti faltcing words
Bad niarlc tidcatli's sacrifice.

The ivastcd forin grcw'weikcr fast,
Thoy laid 1dm 'ncath bame bouglis nt last

'Midiaîituiîînî's tears antisih .
Ah. wheî lte ln-ds came bac, agaili
Ho diai fot liear thîeir ,pyous straîi.

l as. A. Tucker, ini The Vcck.
University Coliege.

tA it is uRcscrvcd.

MAZiORIP;.S CAAA !N ]PIS 'ER.

Dy Ar.RszAS .Ur mAcIIAR.

CHAPTER Il.
SCIE DARK DAYS.

That was ;-ic inst talk that M ,ftloria andi
bar fathar lbait for a gooti wile. The chili
that M. Fleming bad taken that evening pro-
dnced seieus results. Ha fait se 111 next
mrnring that the doctor had te bcesummoued,
and, in spitaetfail hc coua do, the attack de-
Velopati io inflammation of the longs, ac-
companieti by a touch cf hronch'tis, to which
be was constitutionaliy hiable. For days ha
badto aba ccpt perfectly quiet, whiie the dec-
cor -camae very ew heurs andi vaîchetibis
*pticets prcgress witb great auxiety. Mar-
joric was distresseti sud auxieus, îhengh sic
scarcely reaiized tie danger, being accnstooe-
cd ta hem fathces severa cltis andi attacks ef
bronchitis. By bis express desire sice vent ce
scbool us usuai andtidtniti stndy ber lessons,
though sot by any meaus with ber usual suc-
cess. But wben site huriat borna tram
scbool, wtb an anxions henn, cager te know
bow ber faher feut now, and bow Rebecca
theuRbt ha vas getting on, sire vas muci
more inchned ta baver about the sci room, at-
tempting the suparfinous tasir ef asssting the
capable anti expcienced Réecca in atcnding
ita the patients comfort, thas te set ta wonk at
ile lassons wbicb bad neyer seemeti se dry
aud difficut beort- But sire new it womied

hier fatber %vheu sbe neglected bier studies,
and the doctor bad said ,tbat mucb depended
ou keeping hinm perfectly quiet, sa Maijorie
toiled av'ay over French vcrbs and German
adjectives and stili more tiresome sums, witb
a very balI-bearted attention, glad when tbey
were donc and she %vas free ta sit by lier father
or carry bim the nourisbment *tbat Rebecca
prepared. The short November days bad
neyer sceed sa dreary, and the solitary
meais seemed sa uninviting that, but for Re-
becca's energetic remonstrances, Marjorie
would have half-starved berself.

, It's 6just toc ridickious,' tbat sensible
bandmaid would declare, ' for you ta be frettin'
ycurself sick, when you ought ta be savin' up
yourself ta cheer up the master ; an' theu,
wben be's gettin' well, you'ill h taken down
sick ihext, worryîn' bim ta deatb aimst 1'

This consideration neyer faiicd ta bave its
effects on Marjorie, wben notbing else would
make ber (ccl like swallowing the food tbat
seemed as if it wouid choke ber.

But at iast the doctor annaunced tbat be
tbougbt bis patient out af danger, and that,
witb care, hc migbt sons be restored ta bis
usual state of bealtb. Marjorie's relief and
deligbt were sa great, and the reaction ta
averflowing spirits sa strong, tbat Rebecca
had ta bc constantly warning lber nt ta excite
or fatigue ber fatber by tac frequent expres-
sions of ber satisfaction at bis slowly returning
strengtb.

One caïd, bleak November alternoon, two
or three days after the turning-point, sbe was
walking home from scbool witb :ber friand
Nettie Lane. Madarie was in ber brigbtest
mood, as she talked of ber fatber's imprave-
ment. During the time wben she bad been
feeling oppressed by anxiety, she bad shyly
avoided speaking of bis iliness, as far as it was
possible for ber ta do so ; bad answered in-
quirias as briefly as possible, and had even
avoided Nettie berseif, froni instinctive draad
of Nettie's tao ready and aten tboughtless
tangue. But rici, with a natural desire for
sympathy, she talked freely and bopefclly of
ber fatber's daily incraasing impravement.

But Nettie was net se sympathetic as migbt
bave been expected. At borne she bad beard
it canfidently prcdicted that Mr. Fleming
' wauldnat get aver it,' and peaple aie aften un-
willing ta admit tbirjudgments ta bc wrang,
even in sncb malters. So Nettie looked rather
important, and remarked that bier motber bad
said that appearances were o! ten deceitful,
and, any wav, Mr. Fleming was in a very
'<ritical condition.!

1 And 1 guess, I critical I means sametbing
pitetty bad,' added Nettie, 'for that was wbat
i ha doctor said befare aur baby died.

«'But Dr. Stone says bc tbinks papa will
scan be al rigbt again,' said Mari arie, keenly
hurt by Nettie's blunt and unfeeling wards.

'0, welll1 yau neyer can tell wbat dactors
rocan by tbat,' sbe added sententiously.
1'Maîber tbinks, any way, you augbit ta realize
the danger mare ; for sbe says it wonld be
dreadful if bc were raken away white be is se
unprepared.'

( To b continud)

WITýCICRA RT.

This ageale csscntially ane cr pragrese.
WC arc fond cf congratulating ourselves
an the great advanccs rmade ini science, and
tho macehanical arts dtriug the present cen-
tury. Ta taire a single examplc, lok at
the improved inoans cf travel and commut-
nication w ecnjay; the application cf
steam and eicctricity ta the neede of
mnodera lifo bau worked mondera. Our
whOle inaterial world bus undergone a
niighty rovolution. But anathor great
chanagebas aise camaover us, perhaps met
sa Ipalpablp, but met Ices oignificant or
desimablo than thc one just natod. The ola
superstitionis, as thoy cxisted iu th~e at
century, bave almost entirely disappeared.
Wo art. aot nawcontent ta account for natur-
al phenomena or anything cisc by reforonca
ta tinie-honored traditions. Educatioan d
the sproad of gospel teaching, agsintat which
superstition ca non more stand than cdari-
nesm boforo thc rising sun, hava aise lent
their bentificont aid in cvcrthrbwing this
iant outgrowth cf modiamva ignorance

-But whon we ocansder tàc long poriod cf

yeas during which tho great fabrie cf
superatitian vas raared, and the tenacity
with which mon dling te these aid tmadi-
tiens, learned iu childhood, it is a matter cf
ne emali wouder that we ara uow as frae
from tiroir trammel8 as wo are. FeNw mon
can bo found ta-day with haif the creduiity
of oven the loarnod cf the Stuart period.

Ta taka ane instance quite with-
in the ruomory cf men etîli living,
boliof in the possibility cf witchcraf t
vas rathor the mule than the excep-
tion. But wo must go back tu> the six-
teenth and eeventeenth centuries ta find
this superstition at ite heigbt. Thon it vas
accepted on al aides as a fact indisputable.
Evemyone believcd inu witchee, the king and
court, clergy, lawyer8, and schelams, as wel
as the comman people, avoided thoma, dread-
ed their baneful power, and rejoiced in their
execution. Even Lord Bacon admitted
thoîr po88ibility.

Many passages cf Seripture weme believ-
cd te prove the existqnee cf witches, and
te juetify the harali measureg adopted for
thoir suppression. James I., lu bis work ou
IlDemnoaogy," 8tated his conviction that
in permitting a witch te live, they coru-
mitted 'lodieus tresan againet God,"
doubtiess baving in mind Ex. 22. 18,
"iThonusaît not sufer a witch te live."
.Aise Ley. 19. 32, "lRegard net them that
hava familiar spirite, neither seek after
wizards tu ha defiled by tbom ;" In
the new Testament, hawever, new liglit
is given on the subjeet. Paul includes
"«witchcraft" in a long category cf the
Ilfruits cf tha flesb." WVa may, theire-
fore, belilve that the sin consieted, net in
the possession cf aupernatural powers, bora
in the individuai, but rathor theo daim of
possessing such poweme. The case cf Simon
of Sauxaria recorded in Acte i. 8, 9,
wilI serve as a gooa illustration. At a
later time, when Paul preached ta the
Ephesianu, Ilmany of tbem alige, which used
curions arts, brcught their books toaether
and buraed thees in the sight cf ail mon;
and they caunted the price cf them and
found it fifty thausand pieces cf silver."
Thus the spirit of Ohristianity froru the
beginning bas been eppoeod ta ail ac
practice. But tbrougb ignorance and faise
teaching, abuses crept into men's minde on
tis question as on xany ethers. The churcli
itsecf taught the existence cf witches, and
they sean became iu the pepular opinion an
nndaubted fact .

If we accept this defiitian cf witchcrait
sas easonable, it wlll readily a e an that
enly a step lay between considcring witcbes
as those who possessed uneartbly powers,
and impnting sucb powers te oethera who
xigt be expect.ed te deny them for foar cf
thre penalty. If some cvil cama upon a
family or village, auch as an epidemie cf
disease, frequentiy a witcb wonld be found
au-1 haid acountablo for the whole trouble.
Perhaps some defenceless eld wcman, living
alone, whose eccentrie habits gave evidence
cf ber certain guilt, would sufer death
at tihe talre, and the villagers would
once mare breatha freely. Every witch
had a familiar spirit among the loever
animais, and besides bad a power cf chang-
ing into an animal at vil. TwoocfShakos-
peare's Ilweird siters " in"Il acbeth " wera
under the power cf a toRd and for me-
specfively - paddock and gaymalkmn.
WVhatever eIsc may be thought cf tiesa
old superstitions, this may ha said iu
their faver, that tboy have greatîy en-
riched snd beautified nxuch of our litera-
turc. The Elizabethan writera al made
unse cf this meanu, and thera are vMr
few peetical wcrks cf that period whici
do not containsosma reference to witehes,
fairies, or brownica, or Fmo other cretures
cf thea imaglnation. Shakespeare vas ne
exception. Ho cearly xecgnized tira ntility
cf tirese aids in devloping thre ploa o fiis
dranas. We could almoBt as easily undor-
stand IlHamlet witir Hamiet left. cnt," as va
could if wo omitted tic ghost cf Hamlet's
father.

Tho iaws against witchos, at tirat tiee,
were particularly sovore. Deails was thre
penalty, but that was not ni!. Thoe ruct
excruciating torture wau infiictod in erder
te wring froru tic poor victime a confession
cf t.irir gui.it. .And, strango as it may ap-
pear, many pensons aclrnewledgedl crimes
wbhiei it wus quito imposaible tirayculd
oeor hava committed. Ilismuay bava ben,

as oue bas auggcated, ta escape furtirer tor-
tureansd suifer deati ratier than live any
longer under tho odicus imputation of
witehcvaft. Tho rucet unjuet and inhumait
efforts wera rmade te secure the conviction
cf aeeused witches. -'Persoa unqualified te
testify lu crdinamy trials were thougit quite
campetent ta give evideuce agaiust them.
A yearly average cf five hundred executions
01 witobea took place dating the reigu cf
James I., wvhen tira population cf Euglaud
was but a fraction cf 'what it le now. In-
ýýano aByiums wera thon unknown, and many
euffered death for wîtchcraft wha vculd
now ha lcoked upon as fit tibjecta for sncb
institutions. These included sot only we-
men but seoxetimes men aise. During the
Wams cf the Roses, charges cf itcieraft
wera frequeutîy ruade for pelitical purpoas
againet persoena of high degree. Amang
others the Duchees cf Gloucester and Jane
Shore weme aceuseti, and aven Edward IV.
and hie quecu did net escape.

Te show whnt tha legilatoasof that
timo theught about this question wa ruight
quate frein an A&ct pased iu James reign,
partly, it is saiti, eut cf respect fer the senti-
ments cf the king who had made a epeciai
study cf the subjeet, and had fermed some
very decidad views on iL. Stripped cf ite
legal phrasealogy, the enactment was as
filows -" If Eany pergen abould use as.y
invocation cf an cvii epirit or con-.ult, cm-
piay, entertain, feeti or evard sucb spiritl
cr ahould taire any dead body er part thereof
te ha uaed in wtchcraft ta tie injury cf
anethor persan, sncb effender was declareti
a felon." Tise Iw remaiued on tire statuts
book*s until 3736. Many bundretis wera
convicted under itz provisions, and the re-
cord cf state trials for the period centaine
ruany irtdeting reporte of lproceedinge.

But the most remamkable story of
'witchcmaft, stmange te say, had its sicese cf
action on this continent: and net anly se;
but it occured in the rucet enligitened
aud cultured part cf the New Wrld-
the State cf, Massachusetts. Mn. Paris,
a rinister 'cf tire gospel, liv-ing nt Sal-
cm, had a daugirter and niece fail ill.
The pirysiciane failing ta underatand the
case, suggested that the young ladies muet
bave 'been bewitcired. Suspicion sean point-
ed to thre- aid womou who wemc prcmptly 'ar-
raignod and convicted. From, this amali
beginning the foyer spread with great api.
dity until the whole StateNvas seized withi thc
mania for femeting out and secuing the*
conviction of witcies. Nobedy waa safe.
Mon suspacted their dearest friends sud near-
est neigbbora. Tsee~risons were filled wt
those on 'wbam Uic dread charge was laid.
But the sutideneas with whici thc
panie subsided wss net lose wondorfal than
the way ln which it had commenced. A
genemal reactios and revulsien of feeling set
iu aver tira wbole State. Tho Geveruar
pandoned aIl prisoners confined ou tic
charge cf witchcraft, Prosecutions ceas3_d
at once Evemycue condemned the poiicy
that had been foilowed. A fast was pro.
claimed tinttheiy rigirt beg the forgivùnesa
cf God for tire errora cf Ris poopla "lin a
late tragedy aised by Satan and bis instru-
mente."

It ýwa9 net ustil twenty ye.x after tis
tint tire lst witeir trial tcok place lu Eng-
]and. Then solitary men, homo andti iore,
aprng up who began ta prnch, and write,
and argue against sncb an unteasonabie
belief. The tide began te turn, and now
the lust vestige cf witciraft, ns it existed
twa centurie aga, bas dieappeared. So it
has beor- with all groatrefomma cf virataver
kiud tint have advanced witi right and
justice os tiroir aide. Sa iL will ever ire.
"Trut i le xigbty and will provail."

LononOnt-John IL Gnonu,iu Tho Wcck.

Sixty-five Protestant xissionary societies
are at worir in India. There are 560,000 native
Protestants-an increase cf 150,00 in a
decade, Forty years ago tbere were only
91,000 native Christians in India. Tbree-
fourtirs of the population are Hindoos, ee
ffth Mohammedans ; abe ut twoansd a half
per cent. are. Buddists, wbiie Chistians bave
only about eigbt-lenths cf oeapar cent. cf the
populati on. On the other- band, wbiie tire
Rindoos and Mobammedaus bave îucreased
mnîY tes and seven-tenths per cent., the
Christiaus bave increased cwety-two anti six-
ceen bundredths per cen.-n inucir larger in-
crease Uzau the rate of popuflation.
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