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MONTREAL NOTES.

Tur cogregaton of Chalmers Chutch recently elected
a numirr, of new clders.  Three of those clected agreed
to nccept, and wete on Sabbath last ordained to the office
of clder.  Their names are Messrs, John 11 Scott, Rubert
Miller and Jas. Stuart,  This congregation is making steady
progress under the Rev. G. C. Heine, its pastor. It is now
neatly twenty-five years since the,Sabbath school was orga.
tized, and it is proposed duly to celebrate the occasion. It
is hoped that the small debt on the ground on which the
church stands will be wiped out during the year 1886, so
that the church property may h. .ntirely free from en-
cumbrance,

AT the meeting of the Quebee Presbytery in November,
the Rev, Jos. Allard ten'ered his resignation of the pastorate
of the French Church in Quebee City, with a_view to ac-
cepting an appointment as missionary of the French-Cana-
dian congregation in Fall River, Massachusetts, Rev. R,
T, Warden met with the congregation in Quebec last week,
when they unanimously resolved to petition the Presbytery
aganst Mr. Allard’s reinoval ; and in token ol their attach.
ment to him and their carnest desire to retain his services
they largely increased their subscrptions.  Mr. Allard has
Kgcldcd_ 1o the desire of his people and resolved to withdraw

is resignation.

ON Tuesday last, the regular monthly meeting of the
Presbytarian Sabbath School Association of this city was
held in Knox Church—>Mr. James Croil in the chair, There
was a larpe attendance of ministers, Sabbath school teach-
ers and others. Prncipal MacViear took up the Sabbath
Schino! lesson—Isaiah iv., first to eleventh verses—and illus.
trated the manner i which it should betaught. The meeting
was one of great nterest. At the next monthly meeting, on
the 19th of [anuary, the Réd Prof. Scrimger lectutes on the
Book of Daniel. .

AN organ recital and dervjce of song was held in Erskine
Church on Tuesday cvenidg, conducted by the choir
of the congregation, under Mr. R. J. Weir, organist, assis.
ted by Mr. E. A. Uilton. The service was highly appre-
ciated and enjoyed by the large number present.

AT a mecting of the Celtic Society, held on Thursday
evening in the Presbyterian College, two instructtve A)apcrs
were rcad : one on ‘¢ Manx Literature,” by Mr. A. WV,
Moore, M.A., Islc of Man, and the other, by Mr. McLean,
Tarbert, Argyleshire, on the *¢ Origin and Language of the
Scottish Highlanders.” The paper of last menth on *‘The
Early Settlement of Glengarry,” by Mr. John McLennan,
ex-M.P,, is being printed by the Alexandria Revieev. A
committec was appointed to arrange for a social gathering
under the auspices of the society.

NusMEROUS meetings have this week been held by the
city churches. At St. Mark’s and St. Joseph Street, salescf
useful and fancy articles have taken place; a successful
concert was given in Chalmers Church and a lecture de.
livered in St. Matthew's Church, by Mr. A. F. Drummond,
on ** Canada During and After the Glacial Times.”

THE Rev. J. McCaul, B.A., of Stanley Street Church,
has gone West to spend the Christmas vacation.

For a considerable timie past efforts have periodically
been made in Montreal to secure the establishment of a Pro-
testant insane asylum for the Province of Quebec, Thusfar
these have not resulted in accomplishing much.  Anocther
effort is at present being made which, however, does not
seem likely to succeed. A list of the governors or dirce-
tors appeared n out cuy papets this week and while the
names of ministers of other churches, notably the Epms.
copal, appcar on the list there is not a single minister of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, although there are twenty
of out munisters tesiding in Montreal—a much larger num-
ber than of any othetdenomination. There isa fecling on
the })an of many h]cu: that the Episcopalians are destrous

argely conirolhng some of the city chantable and
benevolent institutions,” though Presbyterians arc among
the largest contributors to these. It is greatly to be desired
that in connection with the proposed Protestant insane
asylum, there should be no ground for any such feeling,
The composition of the board of directors or governors is
unfavourably commented on in this respect, as is also the
fact that the mecting held this weck was in the Bishops'
housc, and was attended almost entirely by Episcopalians.
At this meeting, a committce of three was appointed to can-
vass the city for subscriptions. It is fair to say that none of
these were Episcopalians ; this honour being conferred by the
mecting on those of other churctes.  The Preshyterians are
likely to contribute mote largely toward such an object if
they are represented by some of their ministers on the board
of directors, whether that board be provisional or permanent.

Tux Rev. J. C. Cattanach M. A, of Sherbrooke, hasdeci-
ded to accept the ¢ail to Andew's Church, Halifax, and
intends leaving his present charge carly in Januasy.

A xustcat apd literary Christmas entertainment is to be
given in the lecture room of Knox Church, on the evening
of Monday next, the 2Sth -inst. An attractive programme
has been prepared.  The proceeds of the entestainment are
to aid in meeting the cxpense of certain improvements
recently made in the Sabbath school rooms.

HOME AISSION COMAMITTEE.
ANNUAL CIXCULAR, 1885-86.

As the time is at hand when congregations and mission
stations make their appropriations to the different Schemes,
ll’crmit me to remind you of the continuous and' increasing
demands upon the Home Mission Committee, and to ex.
press the hope that the contributions for the present year
will in no case fall shott of the past.  The deep interest that
continues to be manifested the Church in this scheme,
and the generous rosponse that has been made for many

ears, gives the assurance that as the work cxpands the.
unds will be cheerfully provided. To Home Missions we

_Church must be prepared.
Al

are indebted for the marked increase of settled congregations
which has characterized the Iast few years, while at the same
time, by thus muitiplying the sources ol liberality, all the
other benevolent Schemes of the Church are assisted.  The
maintenance and extension of ITome Mission work thus
helps alt the other Schemes of the Church,

EXTENT OF TH® WORK.

The Home Mission Report of Jast Assembly contains the
namnes of 208 Mission Fields, or 614 preaching stations un-
der the care of the Committee.  Of this number 277 arc in
Manitoba and the North-\WVest, and seventy-cight in Muskoka.
The still more rapid extension of the wor{(, not only in these
more distant fields, but in the Manitoulin Islands, and in
the lumbering districts of the Ottawa, simply depends upon
the ability of the Committce to undertake new obligations,

BRITISU COLUMBNIA,

A new and important field, and pne that must for some
time be expensive to work, has now been opencd up in
British Columbia. The brethren alrcady therc, Messts.
Mackay, Fraser, Thomson and Chisholm, while doing ex-
cellent work and meeting with great success, are quite un-
able to meet the necessities of a somewhat scattered popu-
lation, and are earnestly pleading fur additional missionaries.
An influx of population, more or less, will follow the com-
pletion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, for which our

EXVENDITURE,

-
The expenditure of the Committee for the present year
for purely mussion work will not be less than $31,000. O
this amount the Committee have promised $2¢,000 to Mani.
toba and the North-West, in addition to Augmnentation

rants.  With this amount ($31,000) and the balance on

and at the beginning of the year, the Committee will been.
abled with some degree of confidence to make new appoint.
ments and additional grants to Manitoba and the Notth.
West, to British Columbia, and similar important fields.
Without makingany appottionment of the amount to Presby-
teries or congregations, the matter is left to the conscien.
tious judgment of all concerned.  * Freely ye have received
—freeiy give”’

AUGMENTATION.

The Sub-committee on Augmentation having already
issued & circular setting forth its claims, nothing further need
be said on its behalf,  Over 180 congregations are aided by
the Augmentation Fund, involving an expenditure for the
present year of $32,000, or, adding the deficit of last year.
$4,000, & total sum of $36,000.

THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF MARCH.

Contributions to the Home Mission and Augmentation
Funds should be sent to Rev. Dr, Reid ot Jater than the
15th day of March. The Home Mission Committee ineets
the following week, when all claims for the present half-year
are passed. Asthegrants made to Augmented congregations
are conditioned upon the state of the Fund, it is absolutely
necessary that all moneys should be in hand or reported ro¢
fater than the above date.  If this is not attended to, minis.
tess who receive assistance from the Fund may be put to
considerable inconvenicnce by payments being delayed.

The Committee carnestly hope that every minister will see
to it that his congregation does its part in raising the sums
named for Home Missions and Augmentation. In order
that mission stations receive the grants promised, they are
enjoined to take upa collection in aid of the Fund. Presby-
teries are requested 1o see that this is done before their claims
are sent in to the Committee.  WiLL1AM COCHRANE,

Consvener, Home Mission Committce.

Braniford, Dec. 15, 1855,

§a9batb School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
Taz JOSIAH AND THE BOOK OF THE LAW.

INTRODUCTION.
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The history of the Kingdom of Judah is a history of re.
ligious revival. W have studied two of these under Joash
and t1czckiab, and we now come to a third and the greatest
of all. Heczekiah was succeeded by his son Manasseh, who,
as far as he was able, degtroyed~ail theood work of hig
father——something too often scen iy life. ?
evil than the ¢riginal inhabitants of the lanY Whom-th®Lotd
destroyed. He restored the altars for Baal and the Asherah
as did Ahab, King of Isracl. He introduced—so far as is
known—a new idolatry : the worship of the sun, moon and
stars, and provided saécd horses and charivls for that pur.
pose (xxiit. 11). Hccencouraged and practised necromancy
and cnchantments and such abominations, by the law con.
demned, and which were in the best periods in the history
of the nation destroyed.  In addition to all that, he com.

. mitted the hornible sin of sacnficing his son to Moloch, and

slaying wmany of the true worshippers of God, so that, it is
said, the streets of Jerusalem flowad with blood. 1Itis by
him that tradition says Isaiah was slain—by being sawn
asunder—and is refersed toin Hel, xi. 37. Rlanassch was
taken away to Babylon a@iisoncrdeled like a beast by a
hook in his lip—land.u the, m¥ceity of his treatment
sepented.  He cried o the Lor®os ®ercy, and was heard
and restored to Jerusalem, where heendewvoured duringthe
remainder of his lifeto undo the mischicf he had done. But,
like many others who try to reclaim = wasted life, he found
it bard work. He was succéeded by his son Amon. who
followed the bad example of his carly life, instead of the
good example of his Iatter days—another of the griefs that
}mmls have to endure, even when they are trly penitent
or past neglects,  Amon was assassinated by his secvants,
and the assassing in turn were slain by the people of the land,
and his son_Jesiak made king in his stead.

eveA\did ntore -

EXPLANATORY,

I. Josiah. - We have fitst a general statement of his cha.
racter given:

{1) Age.- He was only efght years old when crowned
king. This may have been an advaniage.  Had he grown
up to manhood under the influence of his father, he might
have been ruined,  But after his father's death he fell into
the hands and under the influence of better men, and became
eminently uscful.  In chap. xi. 3 we saw that Jchoash was
only scven years old when he was made king; and was good
so fong as the High DPriest lived, Both lecame energetic
men in the service of-ﬁchovah at an carly age—Josiah at
sixteen was converted, and  Jchoash at twenty-three took
active measures. They began catlier to exercise an influence
for good. We shoul(f redeem the time, and become usefu’
as soon aswe can,  Time is short.

(2) Birth.~—1tlis mother was a native of Boscath, in the
plains of Judah, of whom nothing is known.

His mother’s name was Jedidak, which means ¢“the be.
loved of the Lurd,” Names arc not a guide to character,
nor is it always right to _judge the parents by the children,
Yet the rule is—although there are exceptions—that when

arents do their duty, that the children will be dutiful,
gome contend that to that rule there is no exception. If so,
what a sad commentary on parental faithfulness is the pre.
sent state of society ! We know, however, that sovereign

ace often does overrule parental neglect, and that out of
amilies badly regulated, noble sons and daughters come,

(§) Character.—~** He did what was tiﬁht in the sight of
the Lord.” The standard by which a life was judged was
its likeness to the life of David, and, notwithstanding his
defects, he was a model king. Jesus is owr model, and as
kings and priests to God, we should seck to be like Him,
¢ Zurned not aside 1o the right hand nor to the left.” Many
temptations of all kinds, and from all sides, come; but
we should not regard them, but keep a straight course Jook.
ing unto Him.

1. The Great Discovery.—This is the central thought
in this lesson.

(1) The Occasion.—\Vhat we find in ver. 3-7 is related in
order to show 4oiv the discovery was made. We are informed
at more length, and with more regard to chronological order,
in Chron, xxxiv. how events transpired.  He first began his
work by a partial destruction of altars, idols and other idola
trous instruments. He then addressed himself to the res.
toration of the true temple worship, and much money was
collected for repairs in the house of the Lord. That money
was put into the hands of honourable overscers, who had
the work properly done. It is whilst the High Priest was
dealing with this money, in some way not stated, that the
Book was discovered. It wasan accident so far as men were
concerned; but who can look at the results that flowed from
it and call it an accident? It was a part, and a very im-
portant part, of the divine plan. So are all these things we
call ckanees.

(2) The Book.—1t wasthe Book of the Lazv, and in Chron,
xxxiv, 14 it is said, by the kand of Moses. Some have su¥-

sed that it was an original copy written by Moses himself;

ut, if it ware, that would have no special value, although very
interesting. It is the Book itself that is of value,

In Deut, xxx1. 26 the command is given that a copy should
be depaosited by the side of the atk. This may have been
thrown aside by Manassch; or, as the Rabbins say, buried
by Ahaz under 2 heap of stones. It was the Pentateuch,
or the five books of Moses.

\3) TAe umpresston.—It 1s not to be suppsed that this was
the only cupy 1n extstence. The prophets were familiar with
the law, and feremiah and other prophets were then living,
But the king, for some cause, was ignorant of it, or of the
part that was then sead to him, and probably the part read
was Deut, xxviil., with its blessings and curses; or, if he had
read them betore, his eyes were not opened to sce them as
hc now did.  How often st occurs that passages read a hun.
dred times before open up to the mind, and make an appro.
priatc ampression ! _

The whole of this book should be as real as this was to
him, for it is the voice of God speaking everlasting truth.

The imptession upon Josiah was sodeep when he heard the
threatenings of God’s law against the sins of the people that
he rent Liis clothes.  Thatisthe spitit in which the Ninevites
acted after heanng Jonah'’s message.  So the publican pray-
ing 10 the temple, and so every one who is convicted of sin,
and sces the cutse to which heis exposed.  If the Spirit
would descend with power the whole unconverted world
would cry out as the three thousand did when Peter preached
on the Day of Pentecost.

{4) Tke (ffect.—(a) The king at once appointed & com-
mission to wait on thc Prophctess Huldah, who dwelt i
the second part, that is on Mount Akra, called the secomd
¢ity.  She teld him that the nation was doomed. It was
too late to save it now, but that the king himself would
die before the calamity would come because of his humility
and penitence and obedience.

{#) He next called an assembly of the chicf men of the na-
tion and rcad the Jaw to them, and entered into a covenant
with them to serve the Lord and destroy idolatry. If he
had succeeded in inducing true penitence in the people, then
they might appeal to the divine mercy ; but &? national
heart was too corrupt, and the calamity came,

{¢) He then entered on a crusade 1§aiw idolatry, and
most faithfully and thorvughly did he do the work of de-
struction and desecration. t is what we need to try to
do. If weare honest we shall not harbour any sin’in our
hearts.

{d) tc solemnized the Passover Feast, which lasted for
cight days. They had a great religious awakening which
was not deep and sincere, or it would have have been more
lasting. i’{osi:\h was slain in battle. e went against the
King of Egypt, unnecessarily, when on the way to fight
the Assyrians, and fell at Mcgiddo. e was the best of

}Mngs since David's time, and was the last good king of




