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The following description of the way in which the
Mahiurrunm is celebrated in India is given by a Cana-
dan lady now rcsid-aig in the Nloliammiiednn site of
llydernbad, and ili U- rend with intcrcst in connec-
tion with àMrs. Morton's accouint ; [a l'lenost extraor-
dinary ficature ina the cumminurntmon of the dcaths of
ilassan and Hussein i5 tha participation of the 1lia.
docas, wvho nre frequently scen tu vie 'vith the disciples
tif Ai ia thrir demonstrntions of gricf aldin thespiendour of the pagcant displaycd. A very large,

p1,roportion of ste iîndoos go mie inourning dormn,
1ite tcn days of the âMolurruti, clomlîîng thecîîsclveâ ii
green h-arrnnts, and assuinîng the glisse of fakirs.
'rte ccretiloniais arc net confined to prccssions ou.,
of doors, persons of wealth hiaving an 1mnain- barrah
constructed in the interior of thcir ownr buildings.
titis is usually a sqjuare building contnînng a hall and
ciller apartinants in whîclî the iniurning assemnblage
ib tongrcgaced during site festival. Il is dccoratcd
for the occasion with ail the splendour the ownar can
afrord. rite ta::ya/: or tazie (inimic tomb) is placcd
saion the sida facing Mecca, under a canopy of vclvet
or tissue richly cînbroidcrcd, amý near it is a band-
sontie puipit richiy decorated with silver, ivory, ebony
or c-arved %%-oec, havîng a flighit of suairs covcred with
a ,.ostly carpctine of broad velvet or cloth ai gold.
l'he lts:yaf is liglited op by enormhous wax candies,
and near it are placed oafférings u.f ilowers and fruit
presented by pious ladies to do honolur te the inemnory
of the 1mtai,:: (Hassan and Hussein). The remaind.:r
ai the hall is fitted up vitl, inuch splendeur, f-rnislied
wvith mirrars which reflect the light firoîn the numeraus
lustres and iamps. The service is held twice a day,
that in lisse evening being the most attractive. The
guests arc seated round the apartmnent, the centre ai
ivhich is occupied by a group of hired mourneïts, con-
sisting of six or cight persans. These mien are usually
ai large stature and cansiderable muscular strengtb.
They are usually very s.antily clothed ia green cloth,
breasts and heads bempg perfcctiy uncovert-d. A priest,
selected on accaunt ai lis superior elocution, ascends
the pulpit, and proceeds ta the recital ai a portion of apasemr in the Persian language, wvhicha cantains a de-
taîledl account oi the persecution and trakric fate ai
the imamis (or sans ai Ai>. The composition is saidi
ta be very pure and its effect upon the audience is
prodigious. Aiter sorte 'vell-wrought passages, de-
scribing the sufferings of the unhappy princes, the
reader pauses, and îmmediately the mourners com-
mence violentiy beating their breasts, and shouting
"Hassan," "H ussein," until they sink exlîausted on

the graund amid the piercing cries and !amenta-
lions of the spectators. A part ai each day's services
consists of a chant in the Hindustani language, la
which the whole assemblaUe joins, and the Shiabs end
irby standing op and cursing ste usurping Caliphs by
name, devoting the '.-itmory af each sifending individ-
liai ta universal execratiait.

"The Surtis aiso hold these solemtasa assemblies, but
their grief doaes flot assume s0 theatrical a character.
Attired la the deepest maurnring, they evince the most
proiound sorrow. and il: is persans of this sect wvho
maniiest the gareatest indignation where there is a risk
ci any cf their processions being crossed by the
heathen revelries ai the Hindous. The pomps and
ceremonials whicb precedc it are nothing ta tL.e
grandeur resm-ýed for the display an the last day ai
the Ntohurrum, when the ta::yahs ar tabuls arc
borne tu the piac of interment, uisualiy a river or
tank The pageant represents the niilitary cavalcade
ai the battle of Kerbela, together with the funeral
procession of the young princes and the wedding
retinue ai the bride aad bridcgoom divorced by death
upnn their wedding day. The banners are carried la
aclvaace, the poles beiag surmounted by a crest coin
piscd af an extendcd lfand, ¶vhich is emblematic ai
the itve îaly persans cf the Prophiet's iamily, and a
symbol particularly dcsignating the Shiah sec;i and
mnany niake a deciaration ai their religious principles
by holding cipl the hand-the Suatis display oaiy thre
fingers, vhice the Shiahs extend the wvhole five. The
hiorse ai Prince Hassan and bis camp equipage ap-
pear, iurnished with ail the attributes af royalty ; sor.ie
ai the laz yaks, cf wvhich there is a great vanety, are
arcompanied by a platiorm on which these effigies are
jlaced: the ass Korkla or l3urak, the animal ielected
y Mohammeid ta b=a bitn on bis road ta hecavens,

and two houris. The tamb of Kasseen, the husband
ai Hiussein's daughter, is hoaaured by be.ing carried
under a canapy; the bridai trays, palanquins aad
nther pamtr'-ernalia accamparay it, and the whole is
praiusely gatandazd with flowers. These processions,
folliowcal by thausands ai people, take the field at
break ai day ; but there arc so many pauses for the
readiag i the poem, deaicated ta thîs part ofithe his-
tory 0he cvunts nt Kerbela, and sucb numeraus ré-
hearsals of Hassan's dying scolie, that it is night bc-
fire. the inierment commences. De,. Dut Maslems
%valk an these occasians v.ith their heads and their

THE CANADA PRESBYTERTAN. 331

"'et ba,,rebcntig, their breasts and tcaring thacir hair
and trowiîî5 aes aver tlheir persans with ail the
veltemierce f lte mast fiantic grief, but many content
thernselves witlî a lcss inconvenient display af sorre%%
anil lcave ta lîired maurnters the iask ofiexciting and
inflaming the mnultitude by theirlamntatians aund bc-
walillcnts. The zeal and turbulence af dia Siiahis
arc peculiarly offensive ta the Suais, %vit are shiockcd
by t le almast idalatrous firenzies displaycd by t1iair
iess ortîtodox brettiren, and the expression oi this
feeling allen Tends ta seriaus disturbancts, abluli
break out open the buril oi the laz:yit/u P1rliat
iquarrels bctween the two seris arc ireqluentl> rcscri.cd
for re-adjustmemit ta this period, wvhen, under pretevt
ai religlouis meal, eaclî party na> tiiake an anttaripo
lits eneiiiy witbaut exposing. ic Ical grounld ai bisll
cnrnity. Wi~lieîn tha procession reaciies the wvaters
cdge, vlie l<,:iya'i: arc stsipped of thicir carnanents,
an alien littlJ remsains but the bamnboo firantes, tlt)>

are iminiersed Thiis cercîîîony usually tal.es plat e b>
torciîligi, the ceci giare oi innumerablu, flaînhcnuit
adding much ta thea wild and picîîîresque effect af
the scene."1

Having tlîus sen bona invartant an ocouasion the
AI,'huiriiu, is, and witît what pomip and enth.
siasin il is celebrated ln the' East, wu, cans the betcrr
understaad the accouant givea by Mirs. Morton ofitie
collision îvhir-h il lias produccdl betwceai the Coolies
and the authorities la Trinidad.

( To bar con finsied.)
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MEf L OPD TU? SlRh MiTH.

Poor trenibiag saut, 1 fret flot at coîng woc,
For, witlt thy sorraws, hiel p shail camne ta thee,

A hcarenly poavcr controllet h ail bv!ow,
And, as tlîy days arc, su thy strengili shaîl bc.

llaaver dark the vallcy ta ba crostred,
Though heavy bc the burden thou mnust bear,

Though faillt may bc thy saul oad tempe-st-tussed,
Vea, driven ta the verge of grim despair.

Yct stll bc sure a Guidirîg H aad leads an,
Able to quell the foc which date alarms;

lits praise thou may'st saieiy resi upan,
lieneatis thec are sime cvcrlasting atis.

Happy art thou-to have a refuge sure ;
Accept the aid le fiely ofil&s thc

lits promiscs for ever shahi endure
And, as thy days, thy strenguli shali surely bc.

MO1HAMMEDANISM1 r'. CHPISTIANIT]3'.

Africa, that dark, forgotten continent, rimnîcd
around b y inountain ranges ai an altitude froni î,aoo
ta .g,ooo fert bigha, divided into fair and fertile basins,
anid wattred hy niighty rivers and peopled by cotant-
less millions i A fleet of Arab vessels sailsacross the
Red Sea ; an army ai these fanatics debarks ; tlîey
climb the steep passes ai Abyssinia and surmoant the
lafly plateau. Thcy are mounted on fleet drame-
daries, îvîth caèvernngs of velvet adorned witlî gold and
silver filigree, an caursers ai Vetuen and white asses
ai Arabia. They unfurl their standards, aad, with
hnners strcaming, they advance against Paganism
witb the flerce cry ai "Death ta the Unbeliever!
There is na God but Gad, aad Mohammed ts bis pro.
phet." Terror precedes them, death accompanies
thetu, desolation follows them. The Apostle o f Islam
k.înws no mercy. Ages clapse, and this crced aver-
ruas North Africa ; fram Guardafui ta Cape Juby
the Crescent is triomiphant. The Lîby-an Desert and
Sahara are traversed, anid, invincible and dauntless,
the proud riders advance towards the Equator, i, hen
suddealy the camels are stricken dawn as by a pesti-
lence, the high-spirited steeds hecame nerveless and
die, and the white asses slirink under this mysteriaus

Ichange ai nature. 'l3affled, they returfi, ta resume
jtheir -onquests over the dry deserts and rocky p1a
teaus ai Narth'ern Africa, ILeavmng tlie sauth ara hall a
Airica to (éther influences and icibigheraatons. That
is one picture.

The ather is of a mare modern periad. Frnmn the
Cape ai Gond Hope advances a Christian missiaaary,
wîth a aiaek and humble ioliowing ai Hottentot ser-
vants, a wvaggon, and a few teartas ai axen. He -.ii
vanices northîvard tawarad the uatravelled îvilds ai
Southiera Africa. Ha seeks tlle heathen ia bis home.
Ta his astanisbî,ent he hails hlm as a brother. Ha
soothes the beniglited rnan îvitb the visian ofia heaven,
zamforts hita with the assurance of a Redeemer, and
infuses !ito hima the hapa ai salvatian. Andi ever as
hae advances aorthward hie repeats the sang cf the
angels which they sang over Býzthleem: "l>Peacc on
e. h, gaod will towards meiin." This saine Christian
arrives finally on the banks of the Zatuhesi, and thence
directs bis paths wertwvard ta the Atlantic Occan.
Back agan whence hc came hie retraces his wearied
cteps, and be halls flot until he lias viewcd the waters
ofithe Indaxt Ocears, and along ail that vast route ha
bas drapped the sweet %vrrds of peace and love. Aiter
a shortpause arnang his can kind hae returas ta Airica,
and for flfteena years mare ha coptïnues ta maya among
the Tast nations, laving anid loved, blcssing and being

blessed, ami at labt surrenders lus hile tn ilicir nwldst
on thta shtore oin langwvcio ;, anti as wa tUItt ta theC
mîîap ai Airica ta regard the traces ai lits fooîsteps, we
b'..hoid the Oummnas ai Ille Lrass o ais!h Redcner
drawmi by Li% ingbione tittristg lits tirty-tîva yecars ai
travel iii dt soulherti hall ai Airi.

M[le %vas, potup ant i naje3ty- in the iîraud advance
of Mohiîmecd imîto Ab>ssmiia, but the luicture ai the
lomie Chtristianit îanderintg inlantse umtrodden wilds ai
Suuth Aiica, villi chanit) ansi god-mlfor lits motta,
is almost dii me. 1It ès gtrand ta think af iai brave,
umid.unted Ar.slb, su li anuable in tiar, carryînsg site
Cressecnt flag iromît the RZcd bc.è tu a Atlanti. . but

il; stili grander ta tlàînk ui the large camiquests
arhiicved b>' titis incek anai patient foilawcr of Christ
là) the simple power oi t. irastian lave. Giî'e due
sileed ta the Arabs for the îalour and mua;tcltle.s
ýA$Ufd.ge %% sali %vivtda thuy -.trrn.et tlteir faitli ai er mammy
a tliu.tiiti lcîgtusi Nom ilient AfraLat but ste un-
d) in> t ants',tî. >, the lit ibisuent resuluusm, tilt patient
fortitude ni this lune soldier afi tue Cross, durang Itis
lonîg and bianieiess crusade la dtît stroîiolds ai
P1agamiisr, is sublime.
. 't' cil, tlien, s.îît tItib tLhtrauan, with ail lits tînrivai-
led launa~.niplts>, lia!, dclarcd chat cite end ai

gcoýrpt ai [casa dtt l.cgitning ai toumntuertial fflîe
mîissionary> enterprise, do )uu wiicr that 1, tue: hast
ai lus race and rolour %vlte taikec i ah hlm, sbauld
take up lus wiork îiith te view of receming Africa
froîin ts forlurnicss andi st1uald poîerty b>- inîtîatîng
lcgitimlate çuiiiCruti.il tnuarpribe? If aiea Bruiia-
,ema tiare bc. thie lmlc.uasà ul liîkeagts Afri,.ans

frmtitir t urpur, let '%%.lîî~et ~iac ha -onbe-
erateci as the iceans îvhich caused Lii ingstone's hapes
te be iulfilhed.- H. Vl. StiaîLy,l /in Scoll.'s, GCeogratpli-
cl laIga:ùip. _________

OUI? StVII1' Y ONN S

Sunday slîould be the brmglitest and bcst day ai tue
week, îi'liea lte spccks ai rust cami bciceancd ironiîour
îmurali armaur, .înd aur iepfsburaislied for the work
tliat is before ulîcit. a da) fur p.ure ultouglitç, for luigh re-
salves, for tha kecenest amnd niost cleligitial exercisa af
ste intellect, as îî'cl «as ai the ci-en nobier poivars ai
the soul ; a day fuil of acttve deeu-doing, îvith tývery
iaculty in fine and cleiîr îî'orkîag order. Nluclican ha
ar.complislid on Suaday ta ste wna ai practmcal use-
iiness- ta aur fcllon iprn, -ur ncighbours," îvhich

site business engaIgealcuits and the cares ai week-
da>'s do nat permis. Of ail days, ihis sweet, jayous
Seventh is the last ta bc wasted, ta he dozed aîvay
la thick, sluggisli letlîargy, îihicli not anly devours
lune itseli, but clogs the energies ai mmnd amtd body
ttill nîghtiah. In the silvery, pure haurs ai the mora-
ing %vhile the day is uinsliadowved by the cares and
passions, tltè litlle envies and îîorries, that gather
about ste faîrcst hunian lives; wîlicii lturt înînds have
been sooîlîcd by the balm ai slcap, and the tîrcd body
refreshed and strengthenccl for gaod îîork ;, thea let us
bc wvide-awake, avtli cyes sparkling, and longs filled
full aitît tlîa swe, sun-baulîed air ivhich oaly the early
hours know. The birds are awake, and ail fluttering
and sîaging wmîh thea jo> ai new lie, eîery buaday
narning. Can we not bc sparrows for a îi'hîte ?-
Wllis Boydl Alln.

A LL SEENA TLA ST.

Tt is not boa mach tu thîînk that whers God shall
haie miade upaîl Hisjcae,,ls, and the nuinher ai the
eleut shiah be complete, Hc %iîll make tt a part ofitlemr
ltappiness ta look back front the litaglît ai heavea
upon ail thear îvmnding track and ta sc tbat every step
bas been ordered in iafinite tovae that thcir sarest
trials have been inert-iiul , and that themr freest choîces
bave been links ia Gad's #-bain ai purpose, that their
very sins have been oi'er-rulad for good. And if this
shail appear amazmng in the hisîory of an individual,
bow sitahi it shin resplendent in Ille nations af l'hem
chat are saved, ivhen sert thou5anrd lainles tan thousand
anterzningmng andl cnuangled la,.es shall vmsmbly accord
îvmth anc infinite plan anu centre la ane so,,,ereign pur-
pose! The greait end ai Creation and Providence and
Grace is Goe's aiva glary.-Rev. F. W Alexander.

A CO.'*TENIPORARV says Many persons iaircy tîtat
tîtare is a decay ai religtaus sentimnict :t present la
thea United States, and uhat a profession ai Christian-
ity is becoming rarer ycar aller ycar. It is flot diffi-
cuit ta shoav the iallacy ofisucli a supposition, as statis-
tics prove bayond cavil liant a most remarkable ia-
creasa ta a contînually cnlarging ratio lias takea place
in the numbar ai Evangelmcai communicants sînce the
commencement ai tlhe century. In 18oo there vere
in the United States 365,000 Evangeli cal communi-
cants, being seven per cc t. ai te pouation ai the
country at that lurse. ln i85o there were 3,529,9)S8
ai such conmmunicants, being fifteen per cent. of the
population, la 1870 there Were (5,673,963, hein gsýevetteen par cent. ln uSSo the communicants had
risen ta 10,065,963, baing mare than twenty par cent
ai the cattre population ai the cauntry. Since is oo
the iuicrease ini the population bas beau ninefold, but
that ofithe Evan&clicaI communicants has been t%%cnty-
sevea, or thrme ttmes as great as the ratio ai thin -
creasa ai the populatioan.


