560

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

[AvcusT ayth, 1884,

wr §

®or €oxnTRIBUTORS.

GENEVA AS IT WAS AND AS IT NOW IS.
THE SINTEENTH CENTULRY ANU IHE NINBIERNIH,

Last week I paid a visit to a friend—a pastorinone
of the national churches of Geneva—and paturally we
tad much conversation regarding the change which
had come over that clty since the sixteenth contury,
when Calvin ruled in civil and ecclesiastical affairs.
‘To many of the readers of THE PRESBYTERIAN the
substance of our conversation will possess a certain
interest. Voltaire writing of the

CITV NF CALY™,
wwo centurles before his day, calis it a nobie, rich,
proud city, whase people were always calcuiaung but
never laughing, where balls and comedy were hated,
and ~here the Psalms of David was the gieat source
of p.easure. He speaks of .he gloomy race of
preachers who Lad impiiated sadness on the brows of
all. O:her wrlters tell how the paivate boases, ke
the churches, wers stripped of all oinaments, The
reformers were not allowed to weat suk or veivel.
The law intervened everywhere, tegulating the
fashions, and fixing even the bills of fare at meals,--

“two plates, meat and -egetables, without pasiry.”

The Consistory made appear before it all who “ sinned
against morals.” And what were some of their crimes?
A woman took it into her head to pray in Latin an
“ Ave Maria,” or “ Let the souls of the faithful rest in
peace.” Another had worn her hair hangiag , 2 man
had appeared in public with “pufiad breeches,”
young people had been caught in an ing, etc. Inns
were permitted only to be visited by strangers, for
whom the inn-keeper was made responsible. On
amriving travellers were stripped of their swords, and
were not allowed to go cut after supper, nor to drink
anything but the red wine of the country. Ifthey
failed to pray before partaking of a repast, the inn-
keeper was held respoasible,  Girls who had the tem-
erity to skate, were called to appear at once. A snuff-
taker who, during a sermon had offered a pinch to his
neighbour, a debtor and creditor who had arranged
some matter of business when Jeaving church, a
woman who had looked at the preacher with too
marked attention, a peasant who had given to his cow
the Scriptural name of Rebocca, etc. These are a
few of the crimes selected at random from a list hefore
me. During the sixteenth century nothing for the
GRATIF(CATION OF THE TASTE

was permitted. Art and the muses were banished by
the carly reformers. Dancing, and even the sight of
dancing, was prohibited. Music was not allowed even
at nuptial feasts, Sacred mo-ic itself was suspected
by Calvin. He admitted that the song of the church
might serve for edification, . provided always tbat
they took care that the ears were not more attentive
to the harmony of the singing than the mind to the
spiritual sense of the words,” As mystery plays, all
theatrical representations were strictly forbidden, as
were all scenic plays, up to the eighteenth century—
comedy could not be acted even in private houses, A
recitation of the * Cid ® in cosfusme (which aggravated
the offence) had almost caused the goveroment and
the *vencrable company of pastors ¥ to quarrel, This
time, however, it was the clergy who had to submit.
THZ GOVERNMENT OF GENEVA
was composed cf three powers, one_possessing sov-
ereign powes, the others executive only. These were
the ¢ Little Council,” consisting of twanty-five magis.
trates, the “ Council of Two Hundred ” citizens, and
the “ Council General,” made up of the “Little
Couacil,” the “ Council of Two Hundred," and of all
the people. There was a “Chamber of Reform”
chosen from amodgst the membars of the “ Little
Council” and the “ Council of Two Hundred,” whose
duty it was to apply the sumptuary laws, and to repress
abuses of toilet and luxury. Although Geneva long con-
tinued to be attached to its ancient usuages, the aus-
tere simplicity and rigourof the laws of the sixteenth
‘century began to be relaxed towardsthe end of the
seventeenth, and still more in tue eighteemth, A
proof of this is given io the report of a meeting of the
CHAMBER OF REFORM

of January, 1758. After telling bow the Chamber was
applying itself to prevant the iatroduction of new
fashions, such as ¢ furbelows and other’charmis” upon
women's dress, and bow it had repressed all “ gilding,”
it enumerates the following propositions as having

l

been passed . “ That they be careful to prevent the
weatiog on the hat, gold or sitver bands—a practico
some sought to renew—that they stop the habit of
wearing ear-rings, false stones and steel ornaments
on the part of females— that they be exact in prevent.
ing excessive expense in the case of monming—that
they prevent masters charging such high prices that
people of ordinary means can no longer give an educa.
tion suitable to their chiliren—that they dismiss a new
dancing master, who has set a bad example, and may
iofluence others—that they forbld femmes de cham.
bres to wear lace rutfles—that they absolutely dls.
allow domestics from having two suits of mourning,
and also draped carriages, which are coming lato
fashion,” etc. Up to the middle of the eighteenth
century
. RTMAN CATHOLICS

were forbidden to dwell In Geneva. They might pass
theough the city, and even spend a few days n 1t, but
not remain pesmaneniy, Towards the middle of the
centary the authonities began to be sather lax 1a chenr
treatment >f offendets, owing, it is alieged, to the
writings of Voltalte, who resided in the vidnity, la
175 ‘bhere wers found to be 1,0 Roman Catholics in
the city, of mhom furty were valets, and fifty domestic
servants. This was segaided with fresh suspiaon by
the old Genevese.

JOHN CALVIN,
who obtained almost sovereign power in Geneva in
alt the affairs of church and state, was by birth a
F reachman, being born at Noyon, in Picardyin 1509.
He had beea expelled from France on account of his
doctripes, and sought an asylum in Geneva, where he
joined Farel in 1536, and remained here until his
death, i 1564. He is described as being a thin,
sicky man, the subject of “ five or six maladies.”
Yet he preached or lectured every day to hundreds of
students, and found time to read everything, to write
tracts by hundreds, and letters hy thousands. He
was an eminent Latin scholar, and took part in all
matters, in the great affairs of kings as well as the
small matters of the parish. Occasionally, arming
himself with a trowel, he even went and worked on
the ramparts of the town, Calvin’s work was stupend-
ous. Without him the Geneva of his day would not
have held out against the arms of its neighbours, and
the seductions of Francis de Sales. Strengtkened by
bis discipline the little republic became the city of an
idea—the focus of a light which has shone for three
centuries —2a light which to day bas certainly grown
dim, though nat wholly extinguished. All the visible
objects now in this city with which Calvin bad any con-
nection are, a chair he used to sit upon, which stands
behind the pulpit of the old cathedral, (St. Plerre))
and the house in which he lived, No. 11 rue des
Chanoines, on the west of the cathedral. ¢ Geneva,
that astonishing asylum between three nations,” says
Michelet, “ lasted by its

MORAL FORCE.
No ternitory, no army, nothang as regards space, time
or materials—the city of intellect, bult by stoicism
upon the rock of predestination. To all people in
oeril, Sparta, for an army, sent a Spartan. It was
thus with Gepeva. To England she gave Peter
Martyr _ to Scotland, Joha Xnox ; to the Netheslands
Marnix—three men, and three revolutions.  1fin any
part of Europe there was need of blood and torture,
a man to be burned or brokzn on the wheel, this man
was at Geneva, ready and disposed, and departed,
thanking God and singing psalms to Him.”

Thete was zunother element in Genevan society
besides that of the old reformers, which was an appre.
ciable factor in torming the character of the people,
Tals was the

REFUGEE ELEMENT,
which was always present, and which belped to impart
an unpoetic and rather sombre hue to the population.
Those who have studied church history koow how
ready Geneva always was to welcome to its borders
those who were flying from religious persecution ; as
many as 1,500 Freach, and 300 Italians being present
at the same time in the city. The tone and general
beanng of this class was not likely to enconrage gayety
or frivolity of any kind. They were mostly men and
women of serious thought, whose brows were pale
with study, and whose countenapces wore the sadness
inseparable fiom exile,
THE GENEVA OF TO-DAY,

as s2en from the lake, wears & Jook of magnificence
which nearer inspection does not quite jastify, Xts

hotels s&ce certainly palatial Ia their appearancs, its
boulovards pretentious, its squares, patks and gardens
pleasant encegh. Its position, too, favours its appear-
ance. Bullt on both sides of the lake, which here con-
tracts to the size of & large river, with dbeautiful bridges
connecting the shores, to the toutist who enters it for
the first time, Geneva does look, both by gay and
night, truly charming. The lake, so placid in a sum.
mer cvening, extending away to the north-east as far
as the eye can reach, and reflecting on its suiface
every passing cloud, and every trea and hill which
rises on its shores, does ¢ woo * every behnlder “ with
fts crystal face.” How pleasant, too, to watch “ the
blue rushing of the arrowy Rbone,” as (t pares from
*the bosom of its nursing luke;” and hurries on,
cleaving its way between “ heights which appear as
lovers who have parted,” to lose itself, after a lang
journey, in the waters of the Meduerrancan, What a
contrast in coloor this lovely stream presents at
Geneva to that which it has as {t issues, muddy and
black, from the mighty glacier, which Les fat away
between the Forca and the Gnmsel. What fine views
are 1o be had of the Jaza mountains on one side, and of
Mont Bianc on the other, with the Molo and the
Brezon in the foreground.

Deprived of its lake and niver and of 1ts visws, the
Geneva of to-day would possess but little interest to
the summer visitor, who rarely cares to look beneath
the outward appearance of things. Towists are too
restless, too anxlous to panetrate the mountaln fast.
nesses to give much thooght to past history, or to dwell
on it as the birthplace of great men, and the centre of
events which have influenced the clvilization of the
world, In the old town, on theleit bank—the Geneva
of history—the streets are narrow, steep and crooked,
and the houses old and dingy, and many of them
inhabited by 8 class of people of forelgn origin, some
of whom have left their own countrics for their
country’s good. Nearly half

THE POPULATION.

of the little Canton of Geneva, the smallest next to
Zug, in the Confederation, are watiyes of France sand
there are, in addittion, at least 4.000 Germans, 3000
Italians and 3,000 of other nationalities, with 18,000
Switzers from other Cantons. The Genevese are
therefore a minority it ikelr own country. It is easy
to understand the effect of so large a foreign element
on the morals and mannesz of the people. No won-
der that the old inhabitants sometimes regretfully look
back to the good old times of even fifty years ago,
when the Genevese formed but one family, when the
city wasenclosed within its ancientwalls; when industry
and commerce flourished, when trade was conducted
exclusively by Swiss merchants ; when distisguished
English families came in their owp carriages and
made long stays ; when the C.uncil of State fixed the
number of cayes at twelve, ond allowed no strangers
uofurnished with passparts to enter the gates ; when
rows were unknown, and beggers and vagabonds fews
and far between, But theses good old times are no
more ; the quaint walks have disappeared, the city ex-
tending far beyond their limits; passports are no
longer needed ; cafes have increased to five or six
huodred, arrivals are often more than 3000 a day,
mauy of them being disreputable men and women of
different nationalities. One induczament to strangers
to come to Geneva is the facllity of marriage and di-
vorce, one process being almost as easy as the other,
owing to the laxity with which the law in this respect
is administered. O the

CLERGY

of the National Church, seven of the sixteen in the
city are rationalists, and four out of the seventeen in
the country parishes, Even the ministers of the
Evangelical Free Church have not adhered to the
doctrines on which that branch of the Church was
founded, More than hslf the whole population is
Roman Catholic., No wonder, the's, if worldliness
now prevails over spirituality in this the city of Cal-
vin, and that every species of immorality is rampant,
where the “ Chamber of Reform " once held so tight
arein, Nexttocafz and hatel-keeping, cigar.selling,
and watchmalking, one of the mast impoztant trades in
the Geneva of to-day is

BANKING,
there being as many as thirty individuals, firus and
joint stock companies, who are described asbankers.
In the days when every Swiss canton had its own
monetary system, and  every German principality ‘its




