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seeks, flot witbeut succesa, te cnllst the sympathies
and ceopcratlon cf hi, people In p. . -ical Christian-
ity nt home, as weil as among the heathen in far.efT
lands. bit. Macdenneli's bealth, whlch gave much
anxicty a short time since, is happly restortît, and lit
Ji hoped long years of Christian us'efuiness are yet in
store fer hlmn.
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Holding that questions cf Chuuch crder cccupy si
very subordinate position wher. cornpared with the
great doctrines of the Gospel-belleving that the
Church lit Ilthe pilar nnd ground cf ste truth,' rather
iban the embodîment cf a systemnata. polty-Pr6sby.
terians are net much accustemed te dweii upon the
miasons wblcb have Induccd themr te adopt the princi-
pics cf Cburcb geverrnment whicb are exemplifled In
their ecclcsfastlcal system. Consequently many out.
sîde aur communion, andi net a few witbin our paie,
have been led te cenclude that the systemr is onc cf
expediency mcrely, baving ne vcry clear focunadation
an Sculplte au antiquity ; or if, tbrougb bcing falth-
fully lnstuucted in "the whole counsei of God,» they
have scen cieariy that litre, as in every otsher part cf
hieu creeti and discipline, our beloved mother Churcit
bas taken the revealed WVord as Ila ianap to ber (cet
and a Iight te bier pathb; that, in the worcis cf anc cf
ber carlicit baistorians, bier refortarer I "teck net thei.-
pattern fram any kirk in the werld-no, net frac
Cereva itseif; but, ia7ing Gcd's word before tbeun
made Reformatlon arcerding thereunte, bath ln dot
trine first, and then in discipline" (Rcw) ; Vet they bave
rrgarded wltb litile interest ihe arguments based upoin
the practice cf the carly Church They have said," If
we have- the Bible on cur side we care net fer the
voice or antiquity whert it contradiets the one supreme
and infailibie Rule. Behind the walls cf this fortrtss,
safely bidding deflance te the enemry, we refuse te bc
drawn out toe battîteon tht plain. We arc building
the wals of Zien ; wc are doing a gucat work, s0 that
tre cannot came dlown ; why sheuld the wcrk cease,
wbilst wve leavc it and cerne clown tc evcry <vaunting)
opponent wbo, freon whist we believe te bc a prejudiced
study cf history andi incorrect interpretation cf
Scripture, concludes ahat, bcrause we have net a
hierarchy, we are no true Chuuch of Christ?"l But,
acting en this principle, we are in danger cf allawing
the case te go by default Tbrougb the force of mere
assertion, rather than by strength of algument, many
semi te have been persuadeti that we are sulent
because wc know that histozy is against us , you
dare net," say they, Iltake the evidience cf the early
Church, for you knew that ir would 'equire ycu te
revise yeur interpretatian cf Sctiptaire. The state-
nients cf tht apostles would convey a very difféenat
meaning wben read ln tht light cf the apostelic
Fathers. Tht Chuuch history of the New Testament
would yield tht germs cf a vtry différent Church
poliiy wbcn interpreted by its developnaient in the
neat fixe centuries." Again and again lae are tolti
that there can be no Church where there is ne bishop ;
andi tht doctrine cf the Trinity is srarcely more
îasîsted upon than a trirsity cf ecclesiastical orderi.

Whiie there mnight be some doubt as te tht pre-
prîety cf occupying the heurs cf public worship on
the Lord's day with a discussion cf tho-se question3,
for every bour cf that day is needtd, in this woridly
age, fer edification andi spiritual culture, there can

ce ompuopriety, but rather the reverse, assembled
as we are in the capacity cf a court of the Churcb cf
Christ, on a week day, for tht permanence cf a solemnat
ecclesiastical function in which tht people have an
essential part, in drawing attention te the argument
tram antiquity as supperting our interpretation cf
Scripltre. To this therne let us addrtss ourselves
thtis evening, and we shall end.avour te show that the
corner stone of our Church systemr-the principie
vhich gives our distinctive tille, viz. . that there
ail but ont ordtr ini tht Christian ministry-that
ef Presbyter ; and that ail holding that ranit are
are ofllcially equal, vras a principle recognized by the
pnmînîve Cburch, ane enly lest sight cf in the graduai
corruptions cf succceding centuries.

TaIW the coituion ol the early Chu rch w=s Pre~s-
bYlcran as c/car/y :nfcrrcd Iront the wriple~r a/ the
AlPoitolc Faihers.

Thsis a titie applied te these immediate pupils cf
the osait1ls çvhose writings arc extant. Tbey fali
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lato two groups, vif-: the disciples of Pasul, Ilurnabas,
Clement cf Reine, andi Heumas, andi tht disciples of
John, Ignatiusi, Polycarp, and Popias. Let us briefly
examine thtse.

Clement cf Reine (dicti about A.D). teet) lis the
reputet i uthor of an epistie tress the IlChurch cf God
whicb sojouuns at Rome"Ilto "the Churcb of God
whlch sojourn- %t Cerintit." This epistie contains a
fraternal remonstrance ..lth the latter Cburch ln
regard te the dissentions that bac! amisera wilin It.
i[lad there been a blshop ia Rame why dtics such an
officiai document neyer mention bis iante?1 Hati
[-lad thore been a bishop at Cotinth wby Is bc neyer
once refeured te? On the contrary, ih is preshyters
whe fill tht E'piscepate <c. 44I ; i ls aagainst pues.
byters that thcy have made insut;ectloir (c. 47) ; it is
unte pre3byters that they are extacrttdin teubinit
titemselvcs (C. 57), Hew cou~la the bretbern at Rome,
If under the benign ie cf P ght reverend lather In
Goti, thus write. Wbhen . alag te rebuke faction,
how ccuid tht Churcb and its prciate bc se forgeiful
as net te point to "ltht ont remedy for tht divisions
cf Chauistendom'"-the apestclic succession cf bishopa.
Il prelacy promotes unity, peace, and su,ýordination,
then wbat a pity that It was flot ttied luit here wbeuc
it was most needeti. Se fau fromn suggestit.g such an
expedient, the Remians write, Ilcnly let tha. Rock cf
Christ ha in peace witb the Presbyters whc are set
caver it 'I(c. 5). Ont dots nct wondeu that -uch a
candid hîistorian as Mliler shoulti ackncwitdge that
Ilai first indeeti, and fou scriei time, Cburch goveuncus
werc cniy cf twe ranks-Prsbytcrs a.-id Deacoans.

fie Churcb cf Corinih continueti long in tbis state,
as far as ont may jutige frcin Clement's epistie."
(Church Histcry i. 161.)

As Clcment as prebabiy tht persan referreti te in
Ph. av. 3, se Polycarp (dicd about A.D. 167,1 1s in ail
lakelibooti tht "langel " cf tht Smyrnan Church, te
wborn tht epistie as atidresset i n Rev. as. 8 aia. Hi,
epistie te the Philippians is extant. It begans IlPely-
carp ana~ those who wîîh bim are presbyteus," anti is
adtircssedi "lte tht Churcb cf God so]journing at
Philippi.f In it Polycarp cafls hîiseif a puesbyter ;
he atidresses bis lester te ne bashop cf Philîppi ;
and neveu mentions one past, present, ou proapec-
tive îhroughout tht whcle epîstie. This as tht more
remarkabie wban ire finti that it consîsîs large-iy
cf exhortations to varjous fasnîly andi social dutnes and
tht practice cf tht Christian vartues, it aliudes; nt
length te t duties cf deacons and preabyteus, and
bids the people be Ilsubject te tht pueshyters and
deacens"I (c. 5), but dots flot an tht reniotest manner
refer te tht duties of any bigher cfficiai or tht respect
dut te hum frin tht pecple. He mentions the case
cf a presbyter- Valens -who hati beeri deposeti for
immoraiuty, but gaves ne haint that any bishep was
ccncerned in bis deposition, or was necessary ta bis
restoratian. Tht Churl/: is counsclleti lo treat haini
%Iith metieration andi kindness. When rve compare
these tacts with tht address cf tht Apestie Paul te tht
sanie Cburch %'Ph. i. a, Ilbishops anti deacans II) ie
bave suucly as strong evidence as couid bt obtaîncti
th-at the rultus of tht Church at Philippi were presby-
rer bîshcps anti deacons.

It is of no use tc "lsuppose" that at PbrlIippî andi
Corinth tht bishop "may have be-en tempouariiy
absent.> There as ne evideaice before us that hie ever
iras in tither place, or was ever expecteti, anti tht
burtica of proof suuely lies with those irbe frame
theories te escape difilculties. Hati these sets been
vacant, we cannot understanti how, in episties cf such
a character, ne referrnte as matit te thetfact. These art
the oniy tire churches rtgardang whîch ire have
authtntic coatenlporary inform'ation in the first cen-
tury. Tht writings cf Polycarp and Cleinent prescrit
us iritit no trace cf cpiscepacy in theni, and ne list cf
their bishops bas ever been founti, iait rigbt have our
oapponents te conclude that casher churches, regardiag
whîcb ire have ne centemporaxy records, irere at titis
time Episcopai ?

Regarding tht wuitings ci lgnatius (tiieti net later
than A.D. 116) there bas hecai rucb contreversy.
The mest certain tact about them is that tLey have
been expended by interpolations ci a nauch later date te
neauiy tirice their original -iength, and several epistici
bear tht naine cf tbis Father which wcre net wnitten
for hundcretis of yeaus alter bis dcath. Believing thle
additions te be the wcrk of a fcrger cf tht thîrd cen-r
tury, 1 wculd bc willing te ucceive theni as et'idence
regarding the Church government cf that period ; but
many cf aur episcopai contrcversialists stili insist
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upon the genuainecss of a large portion of them. t.et
us then concede, for the sake of argument, titat the
seven cplstles mentioned by Eusebius contain the
vlews of ignatius regarding the Cburch ; and what
wltness do thcy bear?

(T'o ée conciided nexi iweek.)

ASSRMDlfL I"S COdsAiTTER ON
TE1IfFI>R,NCE.

?N1R. i:*IflT<R,--l sec that the Asseirbly's Commit
tee on Teniperance lias just issued their questinnat.
Would it net be weiI for that Ccmmittee te issue thesr
queries niuch earlier, say, net later than the end nt
Decomber? The Assembly's Committet on Sabbzth
schcels and un the State ci Religion issue their querici
by that time. The Syncd cf Hamilton and London
meets on the 9tb April. At this latea heur it will be
impossible for many if net for ail cf the Presbyterics
cf this SynGA' - * -c. any action on the question aub-
mittcd, or te prepare a report based on tht answerà,
of Sessions te sucb questions for the Synod.

The following is a copy cf the minute adcpted by
the Preirbytery cf Toronto, on tht 6%b inst., ariens the
late Hon John McMurricb:

"I t having pleased Almagbty God to remove from
titis world, since tht last meeting of Presbytery, the
Honaurable John McMIunich, for many years a faith-
fui and devoted eider cf the Church, the Prcsbytery
desire te place on record their deep stase tif thie loss
suc-tn-ined in his removal, and their bigla estimate of
bis Christian character and moral wcrth. Drv;ng the
whole of bis resîdence in Teronto, extending caver a
period cf about half a century, M1r. McMurricb was
an active member cf thc Presbyterian Church, ever
ready witb bis time, bis influence, and lits means te
aid in advancîng the cause cf Chnist In Sabbath
schoci work he was ever dceply interested, and up tei
almost bis Latest years was the diligent and devoted
superintendient cf a Sabbath schooi in tht clty, wbiie
hie was aise for many years a faithful cafficer cf the
Provincial Sabbatb School Association. He dicd mucit
aise te advance Cburcb extension in the cîty, and te
bis assistance and influence both the West Church and
the East owcd a large measure cf their success in the
earlier years cf their oarganization. As an eider bc
waw faitbful and censcienticus in attending ai the
Cburch courts, and bis couasel was aiways valuabie,
charactc.. ;cd as it was by sound judgment, Christian
moderation, an I a sinacere regard for the puraty and
the peace ofil te Church. It as wcfl kriown that hie
teck a warxn iuterest in the prcsperaty and advance-
ment cf the missionary and educational achesnes of
the Church, and wben circumstrinces requircd, lie was
always ready and wiliing te help tbemr by bis influence
anad by bis credit. In rnany directions Mr. McMur.
rich's influence was telt, and bis worth in connectien
with our Church will be more iully rea1hzed now that
hie is removcd.

"1The Presbytery mourn thc rernocval cf cne se faith.
fui and useful ; but thcy mourn net as these whe have
ne hope. His trust was placed on the truc and sure
foundatioa. His life, ne iess thart bis dcath, testified
te the rcaiity and deptit of bis religieus feelings ; and
those whe mourns bis resnvai can rejoîce in the assur-
ance that he bas been called te enter into Uic joy cf
lais Lord.

"lThe Pr-,zbytery desire te sympathize with bis
beaved widew and family, and direct that a copy of
this minute.be sent te them."

REv. R. WAi.LAcE- bas received for the disabied
mmnister, frott Jessie Hamilton, Si.
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