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Tue Gloucester County Teachers' lostitute will
hold its scasion at Bathurst on the 4th and 5th of
November.

Ar e meeting of the Northumberland County
Institute last week out of 70 teachers present, all
but three were subscribers to the New Brunswick
Jourxay of Epycation, This certainly shows an
intolligent apprecintion of the merits of the paper

Tue article on *¢ History and Poctry in Geo-
graphical Names » which is begun in this number
is from Scicnceof October 8th It contains <o
many valusble and noteworthy points that we are
surc our ree lers will peruse it with the greatest
pleasure and profit.

e have reccived the calendar for 1885-6 of the
Pictou Academy, which gives details of the course
of study, nurber of studeats, ctc. The course of
study, which cxtends over four Fears, is an admir
able and complete oue, offering advanteges which
the peopic of Nova Scotia are nut alow to avail
themselves of, as the long list of students abundantly
shows. [Its principal, 3Ir. A H MacKay, B. Sc,
isa geatleman of fine scholarlv attainments and
progressive ideas on education

Tuk Northumberland County Teachens' Jostituts
was in session at Chatham on Thursday and Fri-
day of tast week. We lenrn from a correspundent
that the proceedings were of a very nteresting
character. Chicf Supenintendent Crocket and §ir.
Jack were prescat  J. Af. Palmer, A B, was
clected President and Phibp Cox, . B, Sec'y-
Trens  Onc of the most juteresting features in con-
nection with the proceedings was the adoption of
“Payac’s Lecturcs on Education”—to be read
thoroughly by members during the year aod dis-
cussed at pext ycar's Institute.  This departure
from the somewhat routine mcthods which char-
acterize the procecdings of vur lastitutes scews to
be progressive and judicious Not only msy tho
teachers duriog the intereening time read intelli-
geatly, but submit the author's theorics to prac-
tical test in the cvery day work of their schools.
With such an cxcellent work as the one adopted,
a livehier interest in 1nproved educatioval incthods
should he the result, with a corresponding actirity
in the schools that arc to reccive the beoefit of this
new departure.

A CORRBAMONDENT advocates tho raising of tho
standard of ndmission to the Normal Schiool and
adds: ** Whatdo you think of the abelition of
Third Class as a life-long licenset  Why not make
it tenable for a year or two only? Ia fact, I thiak
Second Class Liceose should lapse after a few
years ™ Wo think our correspondent is a little too
radical. It goes without asying, bowever, that the

sjandand for sdamission to the Normal School aad
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respondent.  In justice however to progressive and
carncat teachers the weeding out of listless and jo-
different ones by re-cxamiontion and re-clardfica.
tion cannot be delayed much tonger without prov-
ing detrimental to the educational intercsts of the
Province  In the meantime tt behooves the indus-
trious teacher not to remain satistied with present
uttainments but to take the matter in his own
hauds, study to obtain u higher 1f vot the highest
class of license, and to be a line part of a system
in which a progressive and carcful trinivg of
teachers is the chief cloment of suceess

EDUCATION 0# GIRLS.

Dr. Withers Moore's address, before the Britlsh
Medical Association, on ** Woman's Education,” hins
called torth a largo expression of opluion in the
English papers, which we are happ) (o say s largely
1{ nut catlrely on the othier side from that taken by
tbe lecturer.

3r. Moonre has publlshizt his opinion, ns u con-
clusion fromn which there is no appeal, that women
are incapadle of intellectual pursuits and should be
discouraged from cotering the higher arenas of
oducation which the pieseat ag= has made available
to them.

The Loondon Spectawr dues not accept this dictum
of the leancd doctor, and gives as a Wise conclusion,
expressivg to the belie! that, '* Foro: ¢ womaa whe
has been ruined by iotellectual and moral over
pressire, we veeture (o say that there arc thousands
who have been ruincd by intellectual and mora)
vacuity.  The truth of 1lus, says aouther authority,
is strengthened by ats equal applicabibivy to the male
sex. ' {Vith men, aa with womcen, thc statement
is made, ° insanity and nervous disorders do not
show themselves most o queatly in those devoted
to intcllectual and moral pursuits.  Indeed, the men-
tal and moral vigor which such pursuita develop is
a strong safeguard agalpst such disorder.”

It is of impurtance, however, tlat cducatars
should scek 1o remove as far as possible, the false
stimulus that leads to «uch exaggerated comnpetition
as modern educational methods seem tofoster.  For
it 13 a well-known foct that masy a bay ¢ ad girl whoe
needed the alow, paturat process of devclopmcent
that 18 not always tho one followed fu our pubnc
schools, have had thewr physical orgaaization com.

the requirinants Tur license of cvery cluss should |
steadily increnso in proportion ax the cffectiveness.

growing requircments of our educational s_\'utcm‘

hild shoul! aut be pervously cunscious that he s
being cducated, that ho {s being barred and hindered
tioa) Yo directions in which his own ltile fmper
fou. o would lead him Surround the young
with w..ut is cducational in its influcuce, make the
schiool room us altractive as possible, and do not
seek to pour into the child-mind the pmeaningless
sgmbols of thiogs, but rather It the tendency Le to
draw out the thoughts and capacitics of the child
iteelf  This method pursued through all the grades
of schovl must incvitably produce well balanced,
weltinformed nod  vaturally  developed minds,
equippad with a caliner outlook upon life, thun the
present hughly competitive system in winch the at
winment of high marks which indicairs superiority
of quickness, perhaps, over some nore plodding
student, scems to be the point tobe achieved.

No, unless our cducation inculcates a desire for
and a love of knowledge for its own »ake, and not
as a mark of distinction sbove our fellows, it docs
not greatly benefit us.

How nuany people, who have stood at the head of
their classes on graduation day, have ceased to cons
tinue the pursuit of kuowledge afier the stimulus
of compctition has ceased.

Our intercst fn koowledge is co eatensive with
lifc, and it Is because we want to develop paturaliy
and roundly, tbat we peed to take lesscns from the
patient and steady methods of nature. The nicessity
for reform in the niode of education ‘h-3 long been

recognized by the Germaus, with the result that the
Kindergarten system has been adopted in many
places. By it the cbild 1s recognized as of value for
itse)f, not mainly for the amount of hard facts it
can be induced to acyuire  Surely it should Lea
matter of regret that the high pressurc of our
scheols should be responsible for the physical de
terioration of aoy of the studeonte

The Saturday Rerserw, ** a paper which fairly repre-
acots the opinion of men of the world.” 10 comnent-
ing on Dr Muore's asscrtion that * women vught
not to be as well cducated as men,” says ' Dr
Moore's conclusion is that both boys nnd zirle suffer
from too much work uand too little play It is pos
sille that whea a girl’s education has Wwen almost
completely nezlected. and she is suddenly intro
duced into Girton or Ncwnham, she may sufler
from trying to compress ioto three years what ought
to have been spread over tea.  But that only shows
that hier meatal traioiog should bave been mere
rationally conducted, not that there has been too
much of it. No iastitutions have cver succeeded
better thau the ladices’ colleges of Oxford and Cam-
bridge, and the notion of grls from Newnbam or
Girton, as stooping or flai ckested, over crammed
raonstrositics, i8 cxceedingly direrting to any onc
who kpows anythiog about them.”

pletely shattered by over-pressure in tho matter of
acquiniug knowludge.  Education that docs not de-
velop the individunl ali round 1e defective.  Itshould
leave the mind free, for slavery to books 15 0o more
education jo any truc sensc, and often oot 80 much
0 as o rough-and.rendy knowledgoe obtained fn a
general way. .

The alm of cducation should not be to produce
mere brilliaot, intellectual athletes,—*“It isthe meek
that shall inberit tho carth, not the brilliaat,” eays
Mr ITudson, who further defines the true process of
cducation as that by which *the mind Is set and
kept In lising intercourro with things; the works
and ways of God in nature beiog our true cduca.
tors.” The process of education should he slow
and gradusl, after the paltorn of =sture, whose
methods are divioely uahurriod. The ecnvironment of
school and home should ho such that the young

This ecems to be the main polat in modern educa
tional methods, aamely, the cffurt to compress {ato
a limited time what cao only bu safcly and satisfac
torily acquired by a slow and gradual process of
study and application

If girls aro naturally physically weaker thao boyx
it only needs that the more care should Le taken in
the earlicst years, of their bealth, and does not prove
that they arc incapable of mental culture.

The fact that numbers attaio a good proficieacy
in many branches of learning, notwithstanding such
obstacles, goes to prove the oppositc of Dr Mooro's
statement, which will, no doubt, do good {o that it
will call tho attention of cducators to the matter,
and the lightoing epeed of modern cducation may
thoseby be slackeacd with e gommd rusuiy dine @Y

sure to follow. F.

8t. Johz, Cct. 1at.



