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THE FOOLISH ORIOKEN,

Thero was a round pona, anda pretty pond too;
About it whito dalsies and buttercups grow,

Ang dark vweeplng witliows, that atooped to the .

ground,
Dippod In their long branchos, and shaded 1
round.

A party of ducks {o this pond woul 1 repair,

And ‘283t on tho greon watsr-wacds that grow
thore;

Indeed tuo assembly would frrquentiy meot

To ta1k ovor affairs in this picasant rotreat.

One day a young chicken, who lived thoreabou,

8tood watching to sse tho ducks pnss in an.
out;

Now standing tall upward, now diving belovw,

She thought of ail things ahe should 1iko to d
[1.%

80 this foolish chicken began to declare,

“I'vo really o great mind to vontare in thore.
Uy mother’s oft wold me I must not go nigh,
Bug reslly, for my part, I cannos teli why.

« Dneks havo feathera and wings, and 8o have .

And my {eot—what's the roason that they wil
notdo ?

Though my beak is pothtoa, and thoir beakaar:

round,
Is that any reason that I should bo drowoed ?

>
»So why should not I amum as woll as a duck .
8upposs that 1 venture, and.¢’gn try my luck,
For,” sald aho, spito all that her mother ha.
tanght her,
oim roaily remarkadly fond of the watui.

80 in this poor Ignnrant animal flow,

And foand woat hes dear mother's caations won .

o

Bhe nplusn'cd. and sho dashed, and sho turney
herelf round,

And hoartl,y wishnd horsolf safo on tho gruund.

But now 'twaas too lats to begln to repent,

Tho hatder sl:q struggled, tho deepor sho wonu,
And whon ovory offort sho valnls bad tried,
She glowis sank down to tho bottom, and died.

The ducks, I porcetved, began loudly to quack,

When thoy saw the poor fowl floating doad o
her back,

And by thelr grave looks it was vory apparent,

They discoursed on the sin of not minding «
pearent.

HARD TO BEAT.

A DRAKATIO TALE, tX FIVR 4078, AND A PROLOGUN,

BY J. A. PEILLIPS,
OF MOXTREAIL~

S——

Aethor of % Frex Bad to Wotse” ¥ Out of vhe

Srow.” A Perfect Fraud” §e.

~——

AOT V.

TER WAGES OF 3IX.
ROENEIIL.
AX UGLY BARY.

Time, June twonty-fourth, sighteon hundrad
and savetity-cue; place, Mrs. Grifith's bedroom
10 hor father’s house.

The mortal romalns of Harry Grifith wore
osatigned te thelir nother carth with but stant
ostemony; fow followed the corpan totho grave
m?,onb‘ ono hoart mourned for tho one it had
»0 lgved.

Annlo bore up well under tho nowsof tho doo-
tors doath; sho gave way to no vialant griof,
dut har malanohaly grow deopar, and dheper,
22d she s2omod to bs slowly, dut surely fading
avay, 8ksgrew more and more qulct in her
Dbabits, and gven Oharlio Morlonsecmod tohave

- Yl his pawsr (0 amuse A3d Intarest hor, Thelr

’
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drives together wora disconilutted, and aue
never sang or pleyed now; indood sho tried ac
much as possiblo to avold being left alone with
Charils, and he, zoeing that his visits troublod
har, camo less and 1ass Trequently. And so the
long, dull, winter passod away, the bricf spring
came and wont, and the glorious summer rodbed
the carth in its mantle of groon, and bedeokod it
with myziads of gorgcous flowors.

Afr. Howson tried 'to induse Axuie to go to

he seaside, or to accompany him on & irip W
ropo; but she stosdily refused :

« Lot me dle here, In tho old houso, Mther,”
sho satld. « I know I ahall not livo long now, and
I would ltko to cnd my days under the roof
whoro somo of tho bappiest, and somo of tho
s2ddost haurs of my fe have been spont.”

With tho summer came tho qulet bustlo and
preparation {nclient to tho «dvent of 2 1Mttlo
strangor. Mysterious garmonts of a nondeseript
chargotor woro helng busily propared ; a subdued
sort of proparation was going on; a splondid
cradlo with wondorful mountings aad gorgeouns
cuartalns was placed in Annle’s room ; old Dr.
Heartyman, the family physician, called fro-
quently apd 1t was porfcotly ovident that an
fmpottaut ovont was at hand.

At last one morning oarly, when tho fimt faint
stroaks of daylight wore fighting for the mas.
tery over ailght and darknoss, » “'ttlo, focble
splrit strugglod its way into tho wotld and lookod
at 1t out of thy palo groy oyes of a littlo girl.

s What an ugly baby,” exclaimod tho doetor
involantarily whon tho red lttlo spoclmen of
humadity was prosontod to him. + I nover saw
o greator 1ttts tright.”

« Nor I," answorod tho nurse, ¢ it’s tho most
axnliest lookiug baby f ovoy sced.”
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TUOLY BARY.”

Tnoy had both spaken vory low, but Annlo’s
quick ear had caught tho wonls, and a hot flusb
suffuged hor Mmes as xho calied in & weak low
volse from the bed:

“ Lot mo s00 1t

Vary tonderly sho took the Iittle form in her
arms and a strango fecling thritled throughghe
as sho pressed hor baby to her bosom for the
first timo. Lobg and carnostly she gazed on it
red, swotlon 1itllo face, and o fow warm tears
fcll on 1t as sho thought of its fathor Iying In o
rancless grave.

Thero was no doudt sbout its heing an ugly
baby ; the hoad was of iminensc size, miashapen,
with carions dbumps in some places and quoor
indents 1n othere, as if ft had bLeen sat on; as
for foatures, if o baby can bo said to have any,
they wore decldedly bad. It wonld not be per
fectly truo to say that 1t had ao nose, but really
that organ was so amall that at nrst sight it
scomed 0 bo wanting; the deficienoy tn the
nasal department, however, was more thar
made up In the mouth which was <o large that
whon it cried—which 1t did as scon a8 1t war
born—-its dioad appeared to open In half on &
hinge, and bo ih groat danger of (alling off. The
body was most disproportionately smail, thir

and attonunted, that it was quite a wonder &
i find that such a frall form could oontain suot
oxcellent lungs, for it oould cry svith grea
' strongth and poraistoncy
Itcertatnly wasan ugly baby ; overy ono i
saw it zaid 80, overyons but the one who hay
glvon 1t Yirth; o her it was the perfeotipn of
, boputy, the omboaiment v graco and Javelings, |
| Langh ata metber's pride in her”grst-bom It
| you willVut thero is o subllo essenco of pootry
| {n tho pride a mother takos in tha appeamhos
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af her ofMipring which wo men cannoy fuliy on-
Jerstand,

« You anght tn he ashamed to call he = ngly,°
Annin gnl], ns indignantly ss her wealt condi-
"tnn wanld permit, “she his tho very imago of
hor father, and no one could eatidim ngly."

This was /ald In o sort cfgeneral way to both
the doctar and the nurse, and they accepted it
Jointly by simply bowirg thetr heads in ae-
knowledgoment.

Very ugly was the hahy, and very croas and
feeblo 1t proyed 8.80; it scarcely could ba satd
'e have enjnyed gnod health from tho hiour of
Ita hirth; 't appeared to have como intu (he
world without enongh vitallity to keop 1t anve,
and, hafare It wos ten days -ud, Dr. tearvyinan
' tesinred that, although It fuight iive .06 a fow
dnys longer, ho did not bellove there was any
hopo of ita belng reared.

Annte was extremely weak, bul ans.eiy ior
her child seemed to givo hortemporary strengih,
and In three weoks sho was out of hed. Very
pale, and thin anifeoble aho was, bag hor i aue
wae bannd gp in her bahy, and sho managed for
‘8 ealks tn feep up Woll.  8ho nover jurgoesine
warls tsed by the doolor and nuarso atL (ho
child’s birth, and used to slt for hours and
hanvs lanking at tho frugmant of hamaiity nad
repeating to herself, ‘*sho s Just like her papa,
sho fsn't ugly at all.”

On the twontloth of July the baby was selzed
with o savere attacic of croup.  Dr. Heartyman
WAS sent for; he 83w at once there was o hopo
and be trind, in the gontlest ang kindest way to
preparo Annte fcr tho worst,

“1t1s a vorysevore atinok, my chill,” ho sasu,
“and (~w baber of her age comid Wi hstaad ™
even If they were strong anl hear.,, sho i
very weak afid so—"

“Q0h na, na, doctor ™ she excialmed cuvaring
her faco with hand, “dopt say sho must Jjo
dnn't tell mo therg 18 nn_@ ; mAstoverythung
{\nve die, and I he ot ¢ . vh, my datnug,
shs contintfod passionatoel ,ﬁﬁs‘mwmz herkelf on
her knees hy the crabs an wtaking o wiite
form in hes arms, < woold to Gad we could dje
together: {f yry mgt 8" v -uld shat 1 couiu g0
with you. [t scepfed Iike & ray of sunlight
Wwher you rame to brighten the Jarkucss of my
Yifes you are all { nyo to rrmund fuo of hun
and you nre sn ljko him. Oh: sy with mo.u'-
It mo gn with yon. Al they cailed you ugly
—you did, doctor didr't Jou 2—iay beantiful
itle haby, and wof¥ Fou must die. R & docior
¥0u canrno? cail bar UZIY anymors for in o short
while shs will bo one of God’s White rabed
angels, and they gro all beaatifui. My poor
littla lnrling, thoy cnllad yoRan agly baby.

“She s the pretttest chifd Tovor «aw in my
life,” blurtod out Dr. man, with tears
standing In his oyes, an at sobs coming up
in his throat, «I never faw such a protty bubdy,

Sho is thoy of her rathor,”
¢You think eyt
&% Y“.n

It wna a llo, Dr. Hoartyman, g 1
lis, and you ought to have mom&&i“l?
telling an untruth At yodr time of life; Fou
knew it was an ugly little bray, but thy dbright,
happy smile which for a momant lightod upthe
mother’s fioo, the 100k of gratifed prido and
ploasuro sagisflod yon. You had touched tho
koy noto of her hoart and lct in s ray of sun.
shine on ono who was wolgbed down with caro
and sortow ; you had gratifiod a harminss and
pardonnblo pride, and bad, for momont,
lighitonod tho burdon of caro caylly on
4 tired heart. B

Yet 1t was nonc tho less a lie, doctor; but, [
think that when the recording angol looked into
your hoart and saw the goodness and purity of
your Intontion, ho cither did not record that sin
agnlaxt you, ot dipped his pon in the sympa.
thotio Itk of moroy s0 that the record woald
quickly fxdo away.

The baby diu.d that night.

Annie novor recovered tho shock of bar baby's
death: sho did not appear o havo any special
dlscase, sho slmply seomod to frde away. It
was pajafully evidont that sho wassinking, that
sho was dally losing strength and golng, slotrly,
but surely to the gravo. It was in veln that the
most ominent physicizna wore oalled; in voln
thrt overy offort which affiotion could prompy,
and monoy prooure, Was made to rouso and
intorost her; Annloe’s {ntorost in thix lifo was
almost over, sho cared but Uttlo for this world
06¥ and had placed her hopes in the lfo boyona
§ite gravo whero sho fondly hopod L0 be anjted
again to those two loved ones who had zone
beforo hor.

Tho stn was 3inXing to rest on 8 warm Ji

(Condinued on page 205.) .
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