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ALFRED THE GREAT.
Borngtaffastogs; in Berkshire, A. D. 849.

Happy Britanxial .

Thy sons of glory many! Avrenro thine,

In whom the spleador of beroic war,

And more heroic peace, when gavern'd well,

Combine; whose hallow'd garas the vietuous saint,

Aud bis own Xuses love; the bess of Kings!
Tuorsox.

If greatness of soul, persevering endoavour, illu-
mined capacity, and a dignified oxtorior, bo con-
sidered a3 qualificelicns gc:erving respecttul at-
tention, this truly groat Princo has priority of
elaim. . :

Tho father of this royal youth being miore fit for
a Monk than a iling, =t the ago of five years carried
bim to Romp, whsre thv Popo annointed him with
the royal unction. E:halwolf, his father, dsing in
858, the throno s.icceasively descended to Ethelbald
sed Etholred.  To the latier of these Alfred became
prime minister, and, boing mude geoeral too, was
placod atthe bead of Lis armics.

Atthe decoaze o bis brother Ethelred, he found
bimsslf, at the ege of twenty-twa, in the possession
of a distrectsd kingdom. By the repeated uitacks
of ths Danass, lis people were so dispirited, that he
wras unable to withstand the invaders; aud, laying
aside the eusigns of royalty, he concealed himself
in ono of tho cottages belonging to his berdsmon.
As bo ane day sat by the fire-side, trimwming his bow
and arrows, his hostsss left in his care somo cakes,
which were placed on the hearth to bake.  Alfred,
howover, was so absorbed in his employment as to
suffor the cakes to Lo burned.  When the woman
roturned sho scolded him beartily, saying, ** Youcan
eat tha cakes fust cnough, though you would not
tako the troublo of looking aiter thew.”

He retired aftorward to the Isle of Atheluey,® in
Bomeorseishire, where ho built a fort for tho secu-
rity of himeelf, his fammly, und the fow faithful ad-
horents who resorted to him. When he had heen
about a yezr in thie reteast, having been informed
that somo of his subjects had routed a great ariny of
the Daenes, killod thair chiefs, and taken their magi-
cal standard, he issucd letrers, giving uotice of his
situation, and inviting his nobles to a consultation.
Befors their finel determination, Alfred, putting on
the hsbit of » barper, wentinto the enemy's camp;
whare, witkout sucpicion, ho was every wheto ad-
mitted, and had the hoavur to play hefore their
Princes. Having tbus acquired an oxact kaow-
. "ge of the stato cf tho enemy, he returned ia
groat socrosy 1o Lis pobles, aod directed thom to
collect their vassals, each man as great a force as

ossible, and to meet mm st the geaorzl rondszvaous,
n Solweod, Wiltehire. Tiis 2ffair was transacted
80 secreily and expuditicusly. thet at the Lead of an
army he approzched ths Danes before they bad the
least iu:clﬁgcnco of his design. They wero of
course surprisod. and oventually wero complerely
. defeated ata pluce now called Kddinglon, Hisgra-
titude after the acqumition of this victory is well de-
stribed in tho following lines :—

Loitior thao tho rest
Btood ALrrep. On oxeaido tho Quesa apocar'a,

® While he resided i the Isle, the fullotwingcircamstance
occurred; which, while it copvinces us of tho eatremitics
to which the great Alfred was reduced, will give a strikiny
proof of hils pious and banovolent diejionition .—A beggar
caree to bis Little castle therc, and roquested alms ; whei
bis Queca iuformed him that they had only ouc small Joaf
remeiping, which was i.cufliciest fue themselves and their
fricnds, wha were gone abroad in quest of fuod, thougl
weith It hape of ruccoss. The King roplied, * Give the
goor Ghristian the one half of the loar. l;c that could fezd

ve thourzpd men with sive lasves and tvvo fiskies, can cer-
. taloly make that hulf of the Joad sufbee for wore than our
necdssitizs.!®  Accordingly the pesr mau was relioved ; avd
thiz niohle ot of charity was suon vrecompenecd b{ o provi-
dential storo of frosh provisions with wbhich hls people
. Twturped,

Beariug her ctuld, aud vu the other Opoenk;
While the vast host of Saxots all around
Intent stood listening, When the king his arm
Raiscd, and began:—

 Most gallant men!
Ono moment more: my words have not been fram'd
To self applause, nor hath my heart been taught
To seo aught good but from the bands of Gob.
When speeking of your valour and your might,
1 know you're but the instruments! Onbigh
Dwells the groat Ruler of all mortal taings|
With him we have found favour. e it was
Who this delirerance wrought; who by his hazd
Unseen made plain our path, and at thss hour
Gives us to trinmph' e it was who screen’d
Qur heeds 1n penils infinite ! Husorm
Fought on our side! Saxoans, with me rejoico!
But to the Gobd of Heaven be ali the praise!”

CorrLe.

Alfred on this occasion behaved also with e
sroatest liborality, givicg up the kingdom of the

ast Aogles tu thoso of the Danes whe embraced
the Christian Resgion.

Having now some respite, ho pus the aation into
astate of defeneo, znd increased Lis navy. London
heing likewiso recuverca from tho Danes, bo soon
raised itinto a flourishing city.

After £fty-six baties by land and sea, in all of
whick bho was personal:{ ongaged, ho struck ter-
ror into his cuomies, and secured tha peace of his
dotainions.

But although Alfred stands high as a hero of early
times, o is most to bs admired as a roformer of
laws and maunors, aud the steady promoter of learn-
ing. He composed a body of statutes, instituted
the trial by jury, aud divided the kivgdom into
shires and tithings. e wes co oxact io his gov-
orament, that robbery was unheard of, and valu-
able property migh be left on the High Read,
without danger of being meddled with. Ie also
formed a Parhament, which met in London twicea
year.

In his time learning was so 10w in England, that
from the Thames to the Hunber. as he says hinself,
nardly a man could be found who understeod Latin.¥
To remedy this ovil, he invited learned men from
2il parts, and endowed schouls throughout his king-
dom. If hewere notthe founder of the University
of Oxford, it is certain that ho raised it to a reputa-
tion which it never enjoyed before. He was hiw-
self alearned Prince ;# and had ke not been illus-
trious as a king, would doubtless have becu famous
as an Auther. He divided the tneuty-four hours
wto three equal parts; oue devoted to the service
of Gad, aaother to public afiairs, and the thiid to
relreshinent,

To Alfred Englandis indebted for the foundation
of her naval establishment* and hs was tho first, we
wo toid, whosent out ships to make the discovery
of 2 uorth-cast passage.

‘Tho vigour of the Sovercign's genius pervaded
every depurtinent of the state. Mo pussessed the
wost inviolahle regard to the libcetics and cousti-
wtonal nights of his people: and among other
hequests o peosterity, Jus last will contains the
fullowing sentument, which, while it endears his
momory to his country, will over bo considered as
the lost pledze of his being in reality a Parrior-
Kixe :—Itis just that the Eugliuhshiculd for ever

* It iesaid that AlTed Minscelf was cot acquainted with
the alphahet il he wes nazeth n 12 years uf age; when
nouk wos put mto s band by accidert. Oue day the
csacen, hie m ther, uavieg e her hapde x baok of Saxon
Pucins, berals wnt.en audatluminated, obscrved that
ber 50us verech riud wath s beauty, op which, addres-
sing the four roynl seuthe, 1 vall 1ncke a present of thic
buck 10 L who sbaBilearn to verd ot o non? Alfredd,
who was tt € 3cesnest, numudiately ook thee, and applics
toread Rib fuca cicvur, thet 2 very littlo time he hoth
road aed mopeatid ty Loomtto tho Queen, who, sccard-
g t!u ber promse, presevt. d bimn wathitho bouk fur fus re-
ward,

1 e composed several worke, it is faid, and trmaslated
othe rafrean the Latiu, purticularly Boetins’s Consolations f
Blitvsupby.

remain as freo us their own thoughts.”  The usoful
quahfications of this excellent Prince being duly
considered, it will readily bo believed that be died
utversally lumented.  ‘This calamitous event tovk
place A. D. 960. Ho was buried in the cathedral
at Wiachester.

« His character,” says Hume, ** presents that
model of perfection which philosophors buve been
fond of deleating, rather as a fiction of their ima-
ginatiou, than in hopes of its real oxistenee: so
happily wero all his virtuos tempered together, so
justly were thoy blended, and so powerfully did
cach provent the othior from oxceading its proper
boundaries.”

i

AKNIVERSARY.

RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

—

[This society was first established in the year 1799, with a
view to promote the circuistion of such tracts—either
original vz comynled fro.a lagce coupusitivns—2as wese
best ealenlated 1) pr woee true religivo and pure morail-
ty, without coafiriuz 1°s exertions to any country or cli-
mate. As & procs of the extensive operations of the so-
ciety, it has circulated since its estabhishinent, nat fewer
thay 130 willivas of tracts, v furty-cight different lan-
guages.}

Western Meeting.~—Thursday, May 3.

A HMecting was held to-day, at eleven o°clock, at
Willis’s Room, King-street, St. Jume's: the Mar-
quis of Cholmondly in the chair. In conformity
with ostablished usage, a prayer waus offered up by
the Rev. Mr. Sibthorpe.

The Chairman said, ** The motives that bave in-
fluenced we in giviag my support to the Religious
Tract Society, nro founded wpop a conviction that
it is calculated to promoto the interests of true re-
lion. No means are more cffectual for preventing
the abuse of that incstimable blessing~—education—
then the publicativn of cheap religicus treatisee—
ihe pro-uctions of the wost distinguished vri-
ters.  Theso tracts, ladies and gentlemon, aro not
by any means of u coutroversial character ; they
maiuntzin the chief apd fundamcntal doctrines of
Christianity, as they hava been reccived moare or
less exteustvely from tho eachest ages of the ‘hurch
of Christ. In these tracts the fall of man s incul-
catod ; the Deity of Jesus Christ; the atoncment
hy hisblood ; and ihe influence of the Holy Spirit.
My counviction ever has been, thut believiog theso
constitute the doetzines of Chrintianity ; that whero
they are reccived genernlly, there is Christianity 5
and where they are not to be found, there js Chris-
tianity absent also.”

‘The Rev. Mr. Sibthorpe said, the present socie-
ty had beeh formed for the purpase, not_ovly of de-
ing good substantively, but of being auxiliary to the
henefits which other religious assoctations were con-
ferring upon the Christian world. Thote who
fieard him would become aware of some stall por-
ticn of the value and importance of that Society,
if they would only reflect for 2 momeotupeo the Ja-
meutoble want of Christiar instruction throughous
the country at the timo  when the mersures of that
iustitution where brought first wto operation.  Ano-
iher circumstance which called tur tie publication
of rehgious tracts, arose from the cffects which the
Inbours of the Bible Society had hegua to produce.
Years ago there had commenced an excitement
which ever since went ou increasing.  Thero was
a conunotion on subjects of that uatere throughout
the countrs, which naturally led people to makein-
quirics on religious suhjects , and low iwportent
than wasit when they inguwed the nature of thoso
rehigious sontiments which were ovetpying so much
attention, that tho means of .nswer.ug their inqui~
1 s should bo furiished threugh ho wedinm of fz-
mihiar expositions of the teuths of e Gespel Ano-
ther nocessity for the labours of the society arose
from the immense exteat of infideluy.  Lvory hour
brovglt them practical proof thoe the cuomy of
sauls nover slumbered, while po .t vo less strong
came iv from every quarier tbat the friends of




