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of the Nervous Style as well asothers.  Too gront a
study of » ongth, to tho neglect of the other quah.
ties of Stylo, is found to betrav writors mito a harsh
manner.  Harshness ariscs 1w unusunl words,
from forced inversions in the construction of a sen-
tenco, and too much noglect of smoothe 2ss and easo.
*This is reckoned the fault of some of our earhest
classics in tho Enghsh laugungo ; such as Sie Walter
Raleigh, Ssr Francis Bacon, Hooker, Chillingworih,
Milton 1n his prose works, Hamngtou, Cudworth,
and othor writers of considerable nuto 1n the days of
Queor Elizaboth, James 1. and Charles 1. These
writers had narves aud strength 1n u lugh degree,
and are to this day emment for that quality in Style.
But the languago n their hands was exceodingly
differcut from what 1t 1s now, and was ndeed ontiro-
lﬁ'formcd npou the idiom and constructivn of the

atin, in the arrangement of sentences. IHooker,
for instance, begins the Preface to his celobrated
work of Ecclosiastical Polity with tho following
svntences : » Though for no other cause, yot for
«¢ this, that posterity may know we have not loosely,
“ through silence, permitted things to pass away as
* ja dream, thero shall be, for men's information,
* extant, this much, concerning, the present state of
4t the church of God established amongst us, and
« their careful endeavours which would have upheld
“¢ the same.” Sucha sentence now sounds harsh in
our ears. Yetsomo advantages certainly atiended
this sort of Style ; and whether we have gained, or
lost, upon tho whole, by departing from it, may
boar a question. Wy the freedom of arrangement,
which it perratted, it rendered the language sus-
ceptible of raoro strength, of more variety of collo-
<ation, and more harmouny of period. But however
this Lo, such a Style is now obsoleto; and no mo-
dern writer vould adopt it without the censuro of
harshness and affectation. The present form which
the Language has assumed, has, in some measure,
sacrificed tho study of strength to that of porspicuity
and ease. Our arrange.aent of words hus become
fess forcible, perhaps, but more plain and natural ;
and this is now understood to be the genius of our
Language.—Blair.
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ON THE NERVOUS AND THE FEEBLE
STYLE.

The Nervous aund the Fesble, are gencrally held
to be characters of Style, of the same import with
the Concisc and the Diffuse. They do indeed very
often coincide. Diffuse writers have, for the most
part, some degres of feeblenes ; and nervous writers
will genorall bo inclined to 2 conciso expression.
‘This, however, docs not always hold ; and there
ave instances of writers, who, in the midst of a full
and rmple Style, have maintained a groat dogree ot
strepgth.  Livy is an examplo ; and in the English
language, Dr. Barrow. Barrow's Style has many
faults. It 15 unoqual, incarrect, and redundant ; but
withal, for forco and expressiveness uncommouly
distinguishied. On every subject, he multiplies
words with an overflowing copiousness ; but itis al-
ways a torrent of strong ideas and significant expres-
sions which he pours fourth. Indeed, the fourdati-
ons of a Nervous or a weak Stylo are laid is an
author's zannner of thinking. Ifhe conceives an
object strongly, hewill express it with energy ; but if

hasonly an tndistince viow of his suhject ; if his
genius ho such, or at the time of his writing sv
<arolessly esorted, thut he has po firm hold of the
concepuion which he would communicate to us ; the
wuerks «f all this will clearly appear in his Style.
Several unmearing words and looso epithets will be
found; ius oxpressions will be vague and gencral;
fus arrangomont indistinct and feeble; wo shall
eonceive sumowhat of his meaning, but our concep-
tion will e faint. Whiereas a nervous writor, whe-
ther he cmploys an extondod or a conciso Style,

ives us always a strong impression of his meaning ,

is mund is full.of s subjept, and his words are alf
€3pressive; overy phrass and every figuro which ho
usts, tends to reador the picture, which he would
sct before us, moro lively and comnpleto.—~Ib.
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ON THE DRY STYLE.

_The dry manner excludes all ornament of evory
kind. Content with boing undemstood, it has not
tho least aum to please either tho fancy or the oar.
This is tolerable only in pure didactic writing; and
evea thore, to make us buas it, great weight and

solidity of 1nattor is requisite s and entiro perspicuity
of language. Aristotle is the completo oxamplo of
a Dry Style. Nover, perhaps, was there any au-
thor “who adhered so rigidly to the strictnrss of a
drdactic mannor, throughout all his writings, and
convoyed so much instruction, without tho least ap-
proach to vruament.  With the most profound geni-
us, and oxtensivo viows, ho writes liko a puse iniol-
higence, who n\ldresscii himself solely to the under-
standing, without making any use of the chanuol of
the imagination. Jut this is a manoer which de-
serves not to bo imitated.  For, although tho good-
ness of the mattor tnay compensato the dryuess or
harshuess of tho Style, yet is that dryaess a consi-
derable defect; as it fatigues attention, und convoys
our sentiments, with disadvantage, te the reader or
hearer.—15.
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ON THE PLAIN STYLE.

A Plain Stylo rises pne dogreo above a Dry one.
A writer of this character employs very little orna-
went of any kind, and rests almost entiroly upon
his senso.  Buy, if bois at no pains to engage us by
the employment of figures, musical arrangoment, or
any othor art of writiug, ho studies, however, to
avoid disgusting us, like a dry and a harsh writer.
Bpsides Perspievity, ho pursues Propricty, Purity
and Precision, in his langoage : which form one de-
f;reo, aud no inconsiderable one, of beauty. Live-
incss tov, und force, may be consistent with a vory
Plain Style, and, thorefore, such an author, if his
sentiments be good, may he abundantly agreeable.
The difference between a dry and plain writer, is,
that the former is incapable of ornament, and scems
not to know what it is; tho latter secks not after it.
Ho gives us his moaning, in good language, distinet
and pure ; any furtherornament he gives himself no
trouble about ; either, because he thinks it unneces-
sary to his subject; or, becauso his genius does not
lead him to delight in it; or, because it leads him to
despise it.

"his last was the caso with Dean Swift, who may
be placed at the hoad of those that have employed
the plain Style. Few writers have discovered more
capacity, He treatsovery subject which he handles,
whother serious or ludicrous, in a mastorly manner.
He knew, almost beyond auy man, the Purity, the
Extont, tho Precision of the English Language;
and therefore to such as wish to attain  pure and
correct Style, he is one of the wost us~ful medels.
But we must not look for much ornamentand grace
in his Janguage. His haughty and morose genius
made him despise any cmbellishment of this kind,
as boneath lis dignity. e delivers bis sentiments
in a plain, downright, positive maaner, like one
who 1ssnre he is in the right ; and is very indifferont
whether you be pleased or not.  His sentences are
commonly negligently arranged; distinctly eaough
as to the seuse, But without any regard to smooth-
ness of sound ; eficn withbout nuch regard to com-
pactaess or et. unce. If a metaphor, or any other
fignre, chancea to render his satire more poignant,
he would, perhips, vouchsafe to adopt it, when it
camain his way, “tif it tended only to embellish
and illustrate, ho would rather threw it aside.
Henco, in his serious picces, his stylo often borders
upon the dry and unpleasiog; in his humorous ones,
the plainness of his mnoner sets off his wit to the
highest advantage. There is no froth nor affecta-
tion in it3 it seems native and unstudied ; and
while ho hardly appears to smile himself, ho makes
his reader laugh heartily. To a writer of such a
genius as Dean Swift, tho Plain Style was most
admirably fitted. Among our philosophical writers,
Mr. Locke comes under this class; perspicuous
and pure, but almost without any ornament what-
ever. In works which admit, or require, over so
much ornament, there are parts whoro the plain
manaer ought to predominute. But wo must re-
momber, that when this iy, the character which a
writer affects throughout bis whole cowmposition,
groat weight of matter, and great force of sentiment,
are roquired, in order to keep up tho roader’s at-
tention, and provent him from becoming tired of the
author.~Blair. ‘
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.,

PROTESTAMT BIDLE SOCIETY OF FRANCE.
Within a fow days past wo have receive? the re-

Paris. Itis indeed a most iuteresting docuntent.—
It bogins with stating that the Society met on the
28th of April at noon.—The Marquis de Jaucourt, o
peor of FFranco, presided. A detail is giver. of the
oflicers of the Society, and of the distingmshed stran-
gevs who were present.  Tho meoting as usual, was
opened with prayer. The prayer was truly oxcollont:
and we wore rejoiced to abserve that it was con-
cluded with a distinet aceription of praise to the
adoral le T'rinity, thus—* Hear, O God, our prayer.
through Jesus Christ thy Sea: to whom, as to thee,
heavenly IFather, aud to the Holy Spint, vne only
God cternally blessed, bo henor, praise and glory.
forover and ever—Amen.”  After this the President
made an Address to the Socioty. ‘The Report of
the Committee was then read by the * Buron Pelet
de ta Lazero.,” Wo have not raom to givo even au
epitomo of this report. It states that during the
past ycar, thero has heon issuecd from the varicus
depositories of tho Secicty, four thousand and fifty
Bibles, and cight thousand thres hundred and four
New "Testaments ; and that thoe whole number issued
by the Socioty, since its osjablishment, was eighteon
thausaod six hundred and six Bibles, and twenty-
three thousand fivo hundred and twenty-threo Now
Testaments. It stys, there are two huudrod thou-
sand Protestant fawilics in France:; and justly ob-
serves that all their issues, as yet, will affordy huta
very seanty supply of thoe word of life to s exten-
sive population.—It should bo recollected, that the
Bible had almost vanished from Yrance during the
revolution.—Christian Advocale.
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APPEAL OF MR. RICHARD RATHBONE

ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

Mr. Richard Rathbone, of this town, has publish-
ed an able and fino-spirited appeal to bis fellow mem-
bers of the Saciosy of I'riends, to exert themselves
in favour of the establishinent of universal and un-
restricted religious liberiy in this country. Ho com-.
mences his n'ppcal in the following mauner :—+ Dear
Friends,—After much and serious aflliction, in, |
hope, humility of fechng, and under, I am sure,
strong conviction of duty, I have decided to address
you upon a subject which appeors to me to deserve
the attention of the Society in a greater dogreo than
it has yet been %iven. I allude to the unjust restric-
tions and disahilitics which still attach to the Society
of Frionds, and to many other of our fellow-country-
men, {acluding the Jews, the Roman Cathalics, aad
the various denominations of Protestant Dissenters.
I have long thought that we were unwisely aud un-
kindly listless rospecting these things, bolg as it re-
gards oursc'ves and others; and at the present mno-
ment, are we not particularly called upon to rouse
ourselves from our Iethargy and to be np and doing
in the cadsc of suflering humanity ~~Mr. Rathbone
afterwards more fully exp'ains his object, as follows:
—*There is, perhaps. no part of our duty in whie
wo may more simply comply with the dictates of our
hearts and the demauds of our consciencies, and at
the sume time keop oursclves ¢ uuspotted from the
world,’ than in urging, by respectful petitions from
every Meeting of the %ociety in Great Britain and
Ireland, the claims of all classes of our follow-ciu-
zcns to an equal participation in the inherent rights
of all.”—Ho then reminds the Frionds of their sne-
cessful exertions for the abolition of the Slave Trade,
and urgco them to make similar exortions to obtas
the removal of Al civil disqualifications on the ground
of religious opinions. He adds :~—In almost every
passage of the New Testament, we shall find mo-
tives inqumerablo, arguments unanswerable, appeals
the most touching, and commands the most sacred
and solemn, to demand our best oxertions in pro-
moting the universal roign of civil and religious liber-
ty, because itis the only solid hasis of universsl
* peace on earth and goodwill to men.'”  Mr. Rath-
bono thon cites sevoral of tho passeges to which hs
alludes, and reasons upon thom in faveur of impar-
tial justice, benevolenco, -and liberality. He con-
cludes as follows :—¢ Balioving that the forcible ap-
peal of the numerous meetings of which our body 1
composed, in tho quiet and peacouble spirit which
cormmunieates conviction, would bave great weight
in the scale of public opinion; believing that it
is -our duty to add that weight, when ‘oxparicncs
gives us reason to hope that it will be serviceable in
tho cause of truth aud justico; bolioving that we
may thereby assist in preveating ‘the occurrenee-of

port of tho Geaeral Protestant Bible Socioty of

events which would be attended with tho mest



