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snaîifcst makC uis regret thant the îvorld %vas not pcrrnittcd
to sec the maturity of bis powcrs. But WC cannot say
that tise isc wVhicbi gave tise inspiration for Il pocrn likeC

[n Memoriam," bas beun iivcd ini vain.
I settling on a plan for lus poern Tennîyson scems to us

to have been vos-y hiappy. Two iSsiglii pocts lid before
hlmn atternptcd the task of wvritisig ail IIgiac in mcrnory
of a friend, viz, Milton, iii lis"I Lycidas " anc! Shelley, ili
- Adossais " and citlscr csf these rnodcls lie miglit havc
followed. These, bowever, scem for the rnost part to
consist of invocations to tise forces of nature to sympathize
wvith tise poct's grief. Our poct chose to folloîv neitiser,
but conccivcd tise idea of a succession of short pocms
hiaving but tise ussity of a single subjcct, wv2osc l "tlread of
connection s-uns loosely, noiv and tIson drops: ansd snex-
pectediy cornes to liglit agatits," ansd tbe Ilsequenco of wlîose
fancies knsoiws no logic but coînes iii tlsc. strais as tiicy corne
.to tIse lseart.

Tise poem, as 1 ]lave before said, inay be rcgardcd as
thie lîistory of tise poct's mental stato dus-ing thc ycars
succcding luis fricnd's deatis, and tisrougis it, as one wvritcr
wcll says, Ilwc can folloiv liiîî into ail tîsose solemii
regions of tisouglit a:îd fancy îs'iicls open at tire toucli of
dcatb ; wc feel tisat over our own mzinds the sanie tlîouglits
have flaslsed, nou, ind tison, wliile wc 'vere wading in tise
bitter waters of af.1ictiois, and rnaking up our mids a
hundrcd tirnes al moment to tIse will of God." It is, liotv-
e ver, n6t nîy purpose to trace up tise wo-kings of the poet's
mind frorn tise fis-st tumuituous outbursts of doubt and
qucstioning isicîs deatis opens up, to tise time wlben ail
his doubts and foars vansi, as lic lcarns to rcst ii, faitîs

* upon the
IlSt-asg ',on cf C.od, Imrn-a Love."

Each one cao best do tisis for iuimsclf. I wili content
myscîf îvith poi.stiog o-st a fici ofislat 1 dcciii tise beauties
of tise work undcr cadi of the lieads into whlsih for this
purpose thse pocrn seems bcst to fali.

Tise divisions arc somcwlsat of tbis sos-t.
i. Parts dcaling %virl tise poct's fricnd.
2. Descriptions of niature wbich scins to sympatîiizc

wvitis hir n hils grief.
* 3. The poet's mental state tiarougîs ail luis doubts.

4- Those that arc full of subouissiosi to and caim rcst
* upoul the wiiI of God.

1. How bea.utifuily ho describes tise affcction lic feit for
bis fricsud in wvlich lit says lue was to Iiim

"Dcar as a metlscs- ta tIse son
Mos- tIsai rny bs-otbms a= ta mec-"

WVc casu imagine tise intercourse betwvccn two suds giftcd
minds during tiscir rambies.

Mien ceuh by timis was guide te cadi,
Ansi fsncy Ugbt fs-oin fancy cuglît,
Ains tisesght icapt o%, ta wmcç witls tisougist
Pmo thought cos'ldpred iticlf wsitb spechl.

How weli lic cxhibits that reverence, aimost adoration,
%vbicli a noble minci fecis toîvards onc in whorn lie recog-
nizcs- that- .. iclî lic so prizes.

flu past ; n saisi of uioler toue.
My spirit loved andI loves him yct,
1 iko sain poor gis-l whosc hcart ls sot
On ono whoso rank arceed lier ais-n.

Se inany worldls, s0 iiitcu ta don,
3o littla (10110, sncb tbings te l4c.
liow know 1 is-lat had accu of thcc,
For thon wcrt sts-ong as thou %vert truc!I

Il. It is liard to makc a sclcction from thcsc paFsagcs,
ail arr. so fine. Takoe for examplc those verses iri wvhich
hoe describes hoiv aller the fis-st bitter outburst oi sorroiv
nature sccms to sympathizo iviti him in bis grief.

Caini [s tihe mora without a eound,
CaIni as ta suit a calmecr gr-ief,
.Aud only dis-e' tisa faded Icaf
Theî cbcstnut patte-ing te thc gs-onnd.

CaIsa ans deep peaca on tlîis luigli wold,
Andi on thest (Iowa tsat, disencis the fum-e,
Andi ail thc ailvos-y gossamners
That twinkle inta grea andi golsi.

CalIrn andI stili liglît on1 yon great plain
TIsa.t swcops witli ai its nutsunn bowcs-s,
Ansi cs-ewdc< farin and lessening towes,

i To zninglc witz tisa bounsli),g mnain.

Calm ansi dcep pence iii this wide air.
Thes3o leaves tisat rcdden ta thea fau;
And in zny lîcrt, if calot at aL,
If assy cairn, a eaum despair.

But nature is after ail a poor comforter, at one time she
srcms to be ail sympathy, while at another sfic sems to
jar on ail our ncrvcs.

*'lno stas," ho whispcs-s, Ilblindly run;
A wcb is ss-ov'n acrosa h fsky ay;
Fs-ont out wasto places conecs a cry,
Andi mus-mus-s from Vlic dying son.

AnsI ail tise idiantont, nature stan;-
Wviti aul tis a ~usic in lier tone,
A holiew ceho of My own,-
A isollow fos-m witis emnpty bsands."

111. A flood of doubts and qucstionings cornes c-'er him,
lie is torn by sorrow anc! grief.

le, as a dove wlicn up abco spriuîis
Te beos- tliro' Ilcaven a talc of irce,
Sonie dolas-ous message kait below
Tis wild pulsation of fier wings.

Tieon sec
lseas-ts.

Liko lier 1 go ; I =anet stay,
1 Icavo tiais niestai a- besinsi,
A vriglit of ses-ves witisout a mina,
Ansi cave the cîlifs, andi hasta away.

thosc verses full of comfort to ail doubting

Vou tell nie, cieult [s dcvilho-s.

I knesv net: ono indcled I kneur
In many a subtie question vcsed,
Whlo touclsd a jas-ring lys-o at rirst,
But cvor strove ta mao it ts-uc.

rcs-lest in fatis, but pus-o ini <eesis,
At bat bc Lest his music o'.1t,
isera lives mues- falt in is ont4i doubt,

Belles-e me, tisai ini bal tIse ced,.I


