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ROUGE ET NOIR.

We will, in conclusion, endeavor to offer a few re-
marks as to the problem socialism attempts to solve.

We admit that property is often abused, that question-
able means are employed in its acquisition, but we deny
altogether that the evil arising from it is so great as to
nccessitate its abolition. Every gift of God to man is
liable to be abused, but is no therefore in itself of neces-
sity an evil. And this la.* .entence affords a clue to the
difficulty which is not necarly so great a onc as some
would have us believe.

Property should be regarded as the gift ¢f God, and
therefore acquired lawfuliy, and used, as we behieve God
would have us use it.

It is thus in one sease not absolutely ours, but held
from God, and to him men are accountable for it,
Where this idea is held, there is no abuse of property, no
illegal, covetous grasping of it, but it is a blessing to us,
and to those we come in contact with, in various ways.

A to the cquality of all men, before we atter..~t to
make men equal by law, let us ask are they cqual by
naturc.

Onec is born into the world with talents, which devel-
oped, enable hitn to beco. .2 an artist, a poct, an author
or an orator, whilst another, born in the same station
never rises above the condition of a ploughman, even
though cqual external facilitics for advancement should
be offered him. We must remember that the terrible
poverty of our citics is in great part the result of vice and
crime, that with seven tenths of the inhabitants of the
slums, if they were raised to-morrow to comparative case,
would in an incredibly short period be back again to
their old condition, and old haunts.

That abuses have existed in the past is only too truc,
that reformation is called for now in many thingsis like-
wise truc, but we refus~ to belicve that the beggarly
rudiments of iron laws for cvery department of life will
in any way better man's condition. The busy would be
madc to suffer for the idle, for whom, and to some extent
by whom the socialistic schemes are agitated.

Individuat reform, and regencration is the teaching of
Jesus Christ, and on it all our hopes arc centred, even
though it be futile to expect it to be universal in this
world. Without it the law and the statc arc but the
revealers and strength of sin, with it they are unnccessary.

1t is worthy of notice that Mr. Herbert Speacer has,
independently of his New Testament we  presume,
arrived at and given utterance to the same opinion in an
interesting cssay on this subject—(“The Coming Slavery”
—Contemporary Review, April 1884.)

His opinion cannot strengthen our previous convic-
tion, derived from Divinc Truth, but as leader of thought
in the Agaostic world, his words will be of weight to
thosc who are not disposed to listentoit.  We trust they
may <o something to divert the noble spirit amongst
socialists from their pursuit of an “ignis fatuus’to the
truc light.

MILITARY EXERCISES IN SCHOOLS.

There is a story told of the Duke of Wellington, who
when passing Eton College saw the boys at cricket on
the green, and exclaimed, “That’s where Waterloo was
won.” This pregnant sentence shows what a great factor
school sports are in national education. In the great
seats of learning the world over physical learning is fully
recognized, and our own colleges are clive to its impor-
tance. It is very significant and encouraging, that in
thosc institutions where the most enlightened views pre-
vail, the “Gospel of Relaxation ” has stout advocates
and consistent disciples. But unfortunately in the high
and public schools, whatever theories of school govern-
ment may be held, the most prominent practical feature
is an almost total disregard of systcmatic physical
education. The whole educational system of Ontario is
based on the idea that the school is responsible only for
intellectual improvement, and this idca is so deeply
grounded that it would seem like rank heresy to dispute
it. Virtually, in process of time, education and book-
learning have become convertible terms.  Law makes
ten minutes the mintmon of time allowed for recreation,
practice makes it the smazimus, the pressure of the pro-
motion and entrance examinations wipes it out.  When
progress is gauged by the hours of confincment, no stgp-
page of the educational mackinery must be tolerated.
How then shall we remedy this defect in a system other-
wise admirable. Clearly by official patronage, official
inspection, official encouragement, and more individual
liberty to the regulation-harassed-teacher. It is no de-
spicable attainment to be able to take part in the
principal ficld sports, and in no qualification is the aver-
age teacher so lacking. Military platoon exercises and
all the movements of ordinary squad drill could be prac-
ticed with splendid effect in every school yard, if the
teacher were qualified to conduct the exercises. And
this no. only in tuwas and villages but also in the rural
districts.  If every summer vacation a brigade of teachers
were to go into camp under competent instructors and
there be initiated into the mysteries of the military
platoon exercises, and thoroughly coached in all sports
adapted for our schools, crder and system might replace
the present aimlessness that characterizes our school
cxercises.  Such a mobilization of the moral police force
could not be objected to on any ground of principle or
expediency, its advantages being so apparent and its
cffect so immediate. The expense, which considering
the benefits would be very small, could be partly borne
by the Decpartment, and partly by the tcachers them-
sclves. Niagara, Thousand Isles, Orillia or some other
healthful and picturesque locality might be selected for
camping ground. In the carly days of the Province
cvery school was in closc_proximity to naturc’s great
gymnasium—the woods. Runaing through its arcades,
climbing from }imb to limb, hunting its swift-footed
denizens, and bending its saplings, were excercises suffi-
cicntly varicd and exciting to afford healzh and amuse-
ment to thousands of children. The progress of the
country hus changed all thisand the youth of the present
gencration are assigned, as the arena of their sports, a
plot of ground, so trecless, flowerless and uninviting that
it offers no temptation to the way-farer to “loiter. within
its precincts.” Vet it may be made the theatre-of many
a noble game, and a training ground for sorac futurc
* Watcrloo.”
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