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issue or this rnazainc. It ptaeticaliy excluded the iniabitants front the
fairest hlt of' tiîe isiand and titat %vh)icls was inogt favourabie for ag-rieul.
tusail opcratinns. and drove tlsem to that fatal relsince on the precarious
rcturns of the fiihc'ries as thc sole source of' their subsistesice, whiich liaa
kept the -great iass of thc people in an iniprcverisliei condition to the
present hour. It was anothcr, and perhaps thio worsr., of tise raany
wrongs licaped on this hardly.uscd coiony.

F1SIIG ADMIStALS.

Somne idea of'thc diflicultie2 the stationary portion of thse population hiat
to contcnd witis in those days, inay bc gathi rcd front tise systein of ridle, or
Miller lnisrssie, isoder wvhich they found tisensselves placcd. In the reigil
of Charies Ist, tise 5tar Chamber cnaccd that if' a person in \ewvfouiidlaild
Lkilicd anotîser, or stole to tise value of forty shillings, tise offender was to
bc sent to England and piaed undcr thse power ot' thc Eari M'arshall, whn
eol order exceution upon Ille testinsony of two minse. Another
notable enactisent of tisis arbitrary tribunal iras tisat the uiaster of' thc fir2t
slsîp cntcring a isarbour iras to bo admirai therein, for the fising, season,
and bc cssspowercd to decide .1il coinplaints. In vain did the inisabitants,
«ro2ninýý under the rate of these chance appointed, ignorant skippers,
wiso decîdcd A questions wiîlînît any respossiiity, and oftes l'or their
oîvn private benefit, petition tise isome.govcernmnent for tise rppoisitîsent. of'
a Governor and Civil Magistrates. 'Tle shipoirners and ssserelsants had.
sufficient. influence to prevent a iseasure Nvliichi wouid have been a rco-
nition of' tise island as a colony and a direct eneour:sgcmtnt, tostîr.
Blinded by seit'-intcrcst and a isistakeu, slsort-sightcd policy, these men
strenuousty endeavouresi for yvaTs to kcep the country an ssnieulaimed
wildcrness ; wilie tise delusion, for suds in tIse euàd it iras dise.» ercd to
ho, of' training seaincîs l'or tise navy, by limeans of tiie Ncwfussndiaud
filicries, indiseed tise ruicrs of' Brifaisi t repress eolussization by legai
enaztnsents, assd to attenspt to drive ont suth as hsad ubtaissed a bootingý in
the cnssstry, by harsis and opp.ressive lsaws. Evcu in tise reigîs of' Wil-
liam 3rd, wvlscs more enlightencd eonstitstional prisseiples wcrc gssiditig
tise risiers of' tise nations, il code of iaws for tise governinesst of' New-
toiindlaud wvas enated, in wieli sossse of tise wvorst abuses of tise past
were perpetssated, and misrnle and confussion intensifiesi. 13y tisis cx-
traordinary statute, tise flising admirais ot' Star Chasnber origin were
re-instatei wvith tinlitniîedl powers ; anss flot only wvss it cnactcd tisat
tise mas.ter of tise first s9hip arriviusg froin Eugiand, eacis fislting season,
siiosld be Adnuisal or' tihe Iarbosîr Nvliere lie cast ancisor, but tise
masters of tise second and tisird sitips so arrri% in-, were to bu Vicee-
Admirai and Rcar-Adsnirai, tise first having tise pri'.iiege ut' reserA4ng
to iisself so rnchel of the beach as lie reqssired for lus owxs use ils tise
voyage. Thsis rougi mode of' adsninisterissg jusstice 'vas tIse only onme
in tisose sinys ; and was foundcd ou the principilt of ignorinz tise
existence of a residesit population, and providing mercly for the
fislserinen whis anuually maigratesi fromn England. Wue eau rcadily
imagine wlsat kiud of' justice was dealt ciut by these roags, ignorant
Bea-eaptains, wiso regarded thse inhiabitants as interiopers, wlsose


