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observers saw tears more than once,
arise in the eyes of the voung
Stare P>risoner. 11s he:îlch, naînr-
allv deiieate' sank for a timlie, un<ler
tho eniotions wvbich bis d'ýso1ate
situation had produced. S uc>
situarions bewilder and unnerve
the weak, but cati forth ail the
strength of tbe strong. Surround-
ed by snares, in which an ordir.ary
vouth would have perished, Wil-
liam Iearned to tréad warily and
firnily. Long before he reached
maniiood, ho knew how to keep
secrets ; howv to bafflae curiositv bv
dry andi-guarded ztns'vers ; how to
conceal aIl passions under the saine
showv of grave tranquiiîty. MNe;n-
wvhile, he mnade little proficiencv in

faishiio tiable or irerarv accomnplish-
mnents. The mnanners of the Dutch
Nobilitv of that age, wanted the
grace, " hich was fourid in the
highest perfection, among the
geèntlemen of France, andl which,
in an infèriior degree, embeilished
the Court of England; and his
m.înners were airogrether Dutch.
Even his coutitrymen thought hin-
blu-it. To foreigners hic often
seemed churlish. Ia his inter-
course with the worid in gene.al,
he appeared ignorant, or negligent,
of those arts which double te
value of a favor, and take away
the sring of a refuisai. He Nvas
little interested in letvers or science.
The discoveries of Ný\ewton and
Leibnitz, the pooms of Dryden
ana Boileau, were unknowu te' hiin.
Dramatic performances tired him ;
and ho was -la i to turn. away from.
the Stage, zind to ialk about public

afr, while Orestes was raving,
or while Tartuffe was pressing
Elvixa's. hand. He had izided

some talent for sarcasrn; and not
seilorn emnployed, quite unconi-
sciouisiy, a nattural r1ietoric, qiiaint

iddbat vigorous and igî.I
Ho did flot however, in [le ast
affect the clv:iracroer of a wvit, or of
ain orator. lus attention had been
confin-d to thoso studios, which,
forra str-enuous and sagacïouas meni
of business. Froin a. child, he
listened with interest, when high
questions of alliance, finance, and
'var, were discussed. Ol goometrv,
he lcarned as mtich as ývzasnoces-
sarv for the consqtruc;tion ofar.tvelin,
or ahorn work. Ol langu eges, by
the hielp of a Inein-ry sin-alarly
poiverfil, he leuarned ns nvich as
wvas necessiry to enable hiin to
coînprehend and answer, without
assistance, evcrv thirLg that wvas
said to him, and'everv letter which
ho received. The Dutch was his
own tongue. Ht- understood Latin,
Italian, and Spýinish. Hie spoke
and wrote French, English, and
German, inelegantiv, it is truLe, and
inexactly, but fiuentiv and intelli-
gibly. No qualification could be
More important to a man, whose
life was to, be pissed in organizing
great alliances, and in commnandiiug
arinies assernbled fromx (7fferent
countries.

One class of philosophical ques-
tions had been forced upon his at-
tention by circumstances, and seems
to have iuterested him more than
iight have been expected, from

his general character. Among the
Protestants of the Unit-ýd Provin-
ces, as aniongst the Protestants of
the B:,itish Islesq, therxe were two
great Religious parties, which ai-
most exactiy coincided with two
greaM Political pie. *The Chefs
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