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ANTIGONISH COUNTT.
FROX BEV. A. G MACDGNALD, BAVFIELD,

The Rectory, Bayficld, }
June 26th, 1879.

Dear Sir,~—In reply to your enquiry
a8 to the prescut state and futurs guus-
peets of tho fild crups in this district,
permit weo to state as fullows :—

Hay crop.—Is promising only faitly,
The long continucd cold and deought of
the first three weeks of the presont month,
the ususl scasun fur starting the gows
rapidly torwaed, has retarded ats growth
considerably.  Sull, iu nch and well cul-
tivated mendow land there will he a goed
averngo crop, wlale showery  weather,
with the heat that hias set an stuce the
22nd June, will wonderfully change the
condition ot all growing crops.

Grain crop.—The arca in all kinds of
grain has been considerably inereased this
year. ‘The success attending the cultiva-
tion of whoat last year, which wus com-
paratively a very successful yield, risiug
in somo cases to twelve to one, has acted
as a stimulus for our furmeta to sow more
this year, The attention of our people
has heen fairly divected to thy importance
of this matter, and what with the hither-
to large drain upon our available re-
sources, ready cash being the principle
oue, in procuriag this staple, and the fear
of the N. P. eifecting a higher price in
the imported article, as well as a better
knowledge of the valueand application of
tertilizers, are producing such results as
will placs our furmers upon the high rvad
to prosperity at no distant day. An ef-
fort commensurate with the saving to our
country of suvine 880,000 in money is
surely worth the trial.

Root crop.—We have just awoke to
the importance of raising this crop in its
varied brunches. Not only so, but a de-
termination has been made to feed theso
crops on the ground, the only plan that
will prove practically valuable and pro-
fitable, Considerable quantities of Man-
gold Wurtzel seed has been sown in this
district, and it is to be hoped that sucha
result will bo obtained as will prove this
root to be the Sheet Anchor one, for feed-
ing stock. The introduction of a high
grade fertilizer has at length dawned upon
us, Mr, Jack having been instructed to
serd us something like a half dozen bar
rels. When skilled labour and a still
higher knowledge of the value of com-
mercial fertilizers have been more forcibly
impressed upon us, our success as hus-
bandmen will surely be vealized.—Upon
tho whole, I am thankful to say, that the
prospects of hushandry are quite cheer-
ing, and that when ¢ the early and later
rains” have fally contributed to this end,
and the clouds have dropped their futness,
the harvest will be truly plenteous and
bountiful,

FRUM D, CHISHULN, ESQ., ST. ANDREW'S,
St Andrew's, June 23nd, 1879,

Dear Ste,—In reply to your commu-
nication of tho 23rd inst, asking for a
report on the prospects of field crops in
this district, I must say that during the
month of May the weather continued cold
and dull, with very little sign of any
growth, For the lust few days we have
ld refreshing showers of rain which havo
rovived tho crops to somo extent, and 1
am happy to say there are now iudica-
tions of an average ceop.  However, it
largely depends on the weather from this
until the widdle of noxt month. If
drought provails fur any length of time it
will retand theic growth, and we will
havo every reason to dread a very great
failure. On the other hand, (as they
have already a fair start, and should we
bo blessed with showers and the soil be-
come heated) I bave no doubt but our
crops will be good. To be as brief as
possible, grass, oats, wheat and potatoes,
which are cur principal productions in
this township, do not lock very promis-
ing just now, owing to the cold weather,
which has rendered them lighter than
they would have been with a continuous
growing season, As regards fruit, roots,
vegetables, &e., I must say, from personal
inspection and information reccived {rom
reliable sources, they will not yield as
well as they have done for the past two
or threo years. Viewing the present pros-
pects of crops upon which the husband-
man (who is the stayman of our country)
depends, it is no ways encouraging;
the general depression in trade, and a
continuation of hard times, (so-called) will
place the country in a straitened position,
from which it will take many years to
relieve itself. .

COLCHESTER COUNTY.
FROM COLONEL W. M. BLAIR, ). P. P,
Onslow, June 30th, 1879.

Dear Str,—Inregard to crops, I would
say hay on other than rich scils, light,
much injured by late frosts, but recent
rains will improve it. Oats light, 2 large
breadth of wheat sown and looks fair.
Potatoes backward, a large breadth of
roots planted and coming on fair.

FROM JAS. JOHNSON, JR., TATAMAGOUCHE,

Tatamagoucke Bay,
June 28th, 1879.

Dear Sir,—With pleasure I answer
yours of 23rd inst., in reference to the
state of crops and their prospects. Tho
spring Leing exceedingly fino and warmi,
vegetation was early and furmers sowed
and planted two weeks in advauce of
previous yearson the average. The grain
is looking nicely, that is, ou dry, sandy

land, but un clay and Joam not nearly so
well, not so far udvanced as we think it
ghould be, Potatoes have the appear
ance of an abundant crop, about one-third
more planted than usual,and looking woll.
The grass ou well cultivated lands or
tichly is extea goud, but on poorerfiolds it is
quite inferior, and will be, unless wo have
very extra warm raing j in our cstimation
the hay will not bo an average crop, but
if rain should c¢ome soon it would im-
prove the field crops very much, we hupe
for it.

Fiudl LR, DPKPPARD, LONDUNDERRY.

The hay crops up and down our Bay
ghare promise an average yield ; min is
geeatly needed to make the crops as good
us last year. Thero has been a furger
number of bushels of wheat sown last
spring than for years before; at present
the indications are splendid. Potatoes
did not come up rvegular on account of
cold wet weather after planting, those that
survived look strong and heufthy. Tur-
nips, mangolds and carrots are locking
well for the time of the season. Thero
has been more planted this season than
ever belore, The early frosts of June
did great harm to the root-crops. Fruit:
no apples; cherries, and the small early
fruits of our fields have been injured by
frost and will be a failure,

FRON F. R, PARKER, ESQ., SHUBENACADIE,
Shubenacadie, June S0th, 1879,

Dgar Sir,-—In reply to yours, I begto
say, and I will commence with the hay
crop first, ag it iz the article we mostly
sell, that marshes, intervals, and good
uplands adjoining promise to give a very
good crop. The lands in the scttlement
east and west of Shubenacadie will not be
an average crop.  Double the quantity of
wheat has been sown than last year,
and looks well ; and if it tums ont ns well,
the farmers will have nearly enough bread
to do them, if not altogether. Oatslook
pretty well,and itis havd to say whether it
will be an averge crop or not. Barley
and buckwhcat not very much raiged, but
look very well.  Potatoes a little more
planted than usual, and look very woll.
More turnips, mangolds, carrots and sugar
bects put in the ground than uszal, and
gll look very woll for the season.  Tak-
ing the crops as 2 whole, there will be
moro raised than last year, as there is a
larger area of ground cultivated, and at
the same timne every farmer conld cultivate
in green crops one-fifth more if he wighed.
There is quite an improvement in our
farming than there was many years ago,
and still there is great room to go on,

[A communication from Israel Long-
worth, Esq., of Trurv, mailed some time
ago, has not yet reached us.]




