
Cebituorial D1 epartmccd,

AMERRY CHRISTMAS TO) ALL OUR READERS.O LI) Father CIhristimls is, onee 1gaini ,abjout tu Illake his annuail
0 visit. The Frost Rinig, lis Iicrald of ai)proacih, bais aireadyflflfoufee ls advent with 1118 usuil austere inity. Anticipatios

of happy faxnily reuiiioiis and o>f sociail festivities are everywhere
niakingr hearts giad aiid spirits joyouis, auid are eveii coninnuniicatingr
tlîeir ispiratioli to tl,.e actors in the iiçjinotoiicJus routine of coiiegfe
liPe. Bis approach is -%velconîe(d l'y aIn the niemory of the. okiit revives mîany- pleasant associations of happy meetings and fireside
g±- tlxrs of atyar.To the pour it is a certain harbinger of7it ]ea-,st a brief season of plentv andIhpies The cheerful face,;of the chîldren nuight niake «'a rosy aureola roundl the whoie, carth
that ay"and the joyousness of their voices in tuie nerriînent oftheir sports niakes mnusic sweet tu ighrier cars thian ours. Theî dayis duly hionoured and reverenced by those of ail religious per-sua-
sions. T le Episcopaýliani ani Roinian Catiiolie churchles have en-rolled it ()n their calendar of sacrcd days. Even Unlitarian dhurcIes:
wherc the divinity of Christ is denlied, are- often on Christinas
dressved in His Ionour. Its conuction wviti tIc Roman saturnalia,
the cuttiiig of the înlstltoe, ani the buringiç of tIc yule log, with-Ill tlîeir attendant superstition.,, led our forefathers to discontinue
the observance of the day, ýand t) tke no more notice of it than to.tlenou' -,e everyvtlingi associated with it. Their tradition. hiowever,
has coule riow-n to uls in a mnucli less extreine formx. WV. now recon'-
niize the day by spec*ial services in nany of our churcIes, and as atune of hionour iii ail our familics celcbratcd with gifts and good
ellcer. Ail are glail thus; t-o observe tIc day-tIc Clhristian as thel'irthctlay of is -,Saviouir, and others as lionouring one whose pre-
cepts are at the fondtation of ail thc happinesqs of their homes.

But the tendency is to, allow tIe day to, degencrate into a mere
holiday and to, allow the xnerxy-making to Nwholly usurp our atten-
tion. Surely the Christian who seecs in this day a reinembrance ofCod's greatest love for inankind will aun to, mnake it a blessing. IL


