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The Months.
FROM THE DANISH

Finst norx Lam of twelve young sistors fair;
I wreatho with whitest flowors my shining
hair;

With storm and sleet, whero rudest tempests
hlow,

Through ’Duty’a round, I muat untiring go.

I am the guido of all tho sister train,

Yet think mo not presuming, proud or vain,
For each doth shine in her unrivalled way,
.| Through stavry eve or morning's cheeringray.

Tach tiroless toils.for all, the others too,

Phough ne'er we walk life's path togethor
through ;

But if I roamed to farthest foreign strand,

They follow me, one loyal, loving bénd.

Unlike wo are, yot each doth live forall;
One braids the summer xobo wnd one the fall,
One broidors leaves:round every border fair;
. Ono jowels hinds to sparkle-in our hair,

Ong curtaing weaves, of beaming blue and
. gold; .

| Her cinerald wreathes in every graceful fold ;-
:| One binds and trains the ever-bopding vine,
‘| And one with music thirilla the waving pire.

4l One tender weeps o'er avory lightest grief,

1| Her soothing voico is sorrow's sweeb relief;
While one doth roar in éyery ¢ar arount,
Through everydoor herstirring tonesrésound.

Qne wakes the violet with her kisses swect,

The crocus comes hier loving smilo to miect ;

Ono balmy breathes through all the grateful
air;

Or roses wreathes around her everywhere.

Our houge is large, with inany pictures grand ;
Ono sister paintswith matchless master hand,
Her glowing tough a-thrills the dnllest scene,
Adorns her vales and hills with golden green.

Our father is the oldest:bomn of sires, !
He keeps aglow our great unfading fires,

He winds our clock, that never once is wrong,
But moves on turns to all the starry*throng.

Two favoured;sistors of our faithful train,
Far more than all, the choicest gifts obtain ;
The sweetest lyres in all the tuneful earth
"Po milsic wake At their enlidloed birth,
Pray tell us where we go and whence wo
camo? , .

And what onr noble sire’s illistrious name?
Pray who are wo and where our changing lot?
For surely none may tell where wo‘are not,

—Lydia M..Millayd.
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Pothorick’s Pexil,
b
PRIZE STORY *

BY E: W, THOMSON,

1 “IX was born and grew up to man:

hood,” said old Mr. Petherick, ¢ noar the
high cliffs of the coast of Cornwall,
Millions of sea-fowls make their nests
dlong the face of those wave-worn

to get much excitéingint, and gometimes
| a good deal of pocket money, by taking
their eggs. One of ys, placing his feet
in a loop at the end of a rope and
taking a good gilp with hig hands,
would be Jowered® by tho others to
‘the nest, -, ' D

“When he had’ his basket, .full;
they'd haul him up,.dnd another would
go down. Well, one afternoon, I thus
went dangling off. They paid out

touched the ledge and lek go.” |
“What ledze}" asked Jack,

. «“Oh 1" said Pethorick, aftor a pause,
I see it will'be troublesome to mako

you understond.the situation.” Then,

aftor roflecting for sgomo moments,—
“You must know that-most of the

| | cliffs along that coast,overhang. the sea.

‘1] At many points one cpuid drop six

* *'Prizes_to flic amount of $3,000 wero
|-offered lad% year by the Yoilk's: Companion
ifor cight short :storiés:. .ITho author of
{*Dotherick’s Peril ? receiyed.a prize-of $500
for the story which we pablish.  In merit
and in interést it had no supérior among
-thé: storica of itk cligs 'rééelved” by  ‘tho
cditors, The author.is's'Cabadian.’

‘rack ho left,

_precipices. My companions and, X used-

about a hundred fept of rope befdre I’

hundred feet into tho sea, and then be
forty or fifty feet from the bagoe of the
Tho coast is scooped
under by the waves. But in some
places tho cliff' wall is ag though it had
beon. caten away hy seas onco running
in on higher lovels. Theve will be an
ovorhanging coping, thon some hungred
feet. down, a ledgo sticking out farther
than that of tho top ; under that ledge
all will be scooped away. In places
thoro are three or four such ledges,
each * projecting farthor /
above. Theso ?edgoa nsed 1o fall nway
cceasionally, ag:they do.yet, I am told,
for the. ocean is gradually devouring
that coast. Whero-thoy did'mot pro-

‘would -swing liko a pendulum. ot the

far in, then put a rock on the loop- to
hold it till his rotwrn. When a lodge
did project 1o that ono could
yatraight on it, she -hauléd. down
.slack.and-loft the rope hanging.”
«“Did tho wind never blow it
.agked Jagk,

«Soldom, and nover out of reach,”
said the old man, * Woell, tho ledge.1
reached wns liko this,” illustrating with
his hands.
wide; it stuck out maybe mix feot
farther than the cliff top; the rock
wall went up protty near perpendicular,
till near tho coping at the ground, bub
below the ledge the cliff’s face was so
scooped away thab tho ses, five hundred

s0mo

oty

feet.
“wAs I wont down, thousands of

the precipice, circling ronnd me with
harsh screams. Soon- touching the
ledge, I stepped from the loop, aud

off briskly. ,For fully quarter of a
mile the ledge ran along the clift’s
face almost as levelyand even ag that
sidowalk. I remgmber fancying that

it sloped outward more than usual, but

instantly disniissed the notion, though
Gaffor Pentreath, the oldest man in
that countryside, used: ts tell ug that
wo should not got the uso of that ledgd
always, 1Tt had.been as steady in our
timo as in his grandfather’s, and we
only laughed .at his prophecies. Yet
tho place of an old.filled fissuro was

weeds and small bushes, strolching
almost ag-far-as the ledge-ilself, and
within.a foot.or go of the cliff's'face,

and L went a long piece from my rope

sea-fowls below, (Usually there were
hundreds, "but now. there were, milliond

“wildly - excited, screaming shrilly,. rush.
ing, out as in tertor,.and reburning ix
‘masses--ag though to plight,. only o
wheel: in:dread, and keep the air in
vast. clouds. ‘

“The weather was beautiful, the sea
liko glass, At no great distance two
large brigs,. and nearor & small yacht,
lay  becalmed, heaving on the long

stairway.almost, and it seemed scarcely
more than a long leap to her deck.
“Puzzled by the singular conduct of
‘the sea-birds, I 'soon-stopped and sbt
imy back-against the cliff, -to'rest whilé
‘watching: them. The day was deadly
still-and «very warm, - o
“I remember taking off iny'éapmn(i

wiping the- swont from :my fac¢ and
foreheadewith-my sleove, While doing
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than thoss.

jeot farther than-tho uppor copinyt, one-

‘1ope, and -geb on the rock, if mot too

drop”

It wai some tén feot”

feot below, ran in under it nigh fifty”

birds rose from the jagged places of

drawing down a littlo slack, ‘walked"

marked by a line of grass, by tufts of

“Tggs were not. 0 many as usual})

before turning back. Then I.noticed.
the, very strange conduct of ‘the hosts of:

on the wing, andinstead of datting forth
in playful..motions;:.they, secmed.to be

billows.. I could look down her cabin |

this, I looked down involuntarily to

the fissuro at my foot. Instantly my

blond almost froze with horter!  Thore

was n distinet crucle botwween the inner

olge of tho fisauro 2nd the hard-packed,

root-threaded soil with which it was

Ailled | Foreibly I pressed back, and

in a flash looked along tho ledge. Tho

figgure was widening undor my oye, tho
rook beforo meseemed sinking o.atward,

and with a shuddor and a groan and
xosr, tho whole long platform  fell

.crashing to the son below ! T stood on
“a margin of rock seareo o foot wide, ab:
iny back.a porpendienlnr cliff, and fivo
hundred feot below the deean, now
alnost hidden by the vast cohcours of
swheolng andtaffdghted birds.-

“COan you believe that my first
sensation wag ono of rolief? I steol-
gafe! Tven-n feoling of interest held
mo for .ome moments. Almost coolly
I' observed a long and mighty wave
10l out from Lencath, 1t avent forth
with o highy curling -crest—a solid
wall of water! It struck the yacht
storn- on, plunged down on her deck,
smashed through hor swell of suil, and
gwept hor out ot sight forever.

“Not till then did my thoughts
‘dwoll entirely on my own pesition
not till thon did I comprohend its
hopolessness! Now my oyes closed
convulsively, to shut out tho abysy
down which my glance had fallen;
ghuddering, I pressed hard against tho
golid wall at my back; an appalling’
cold slowly crept through mo! My
roason ‘struggled against a wild desiro
to leap. .

Still T pressed bard back against the
avall of rock, and though nearly faint
from terror, nover forgoy for an instant
the death at my feet, nor the uttor
dangor of the slightest motion, Iow
Jong this weakness Jasted I know not ;.
I only know that tho unsposkable
horror. of that first poriad shas.como to’
me in waking dreams.many.and..many
a day sincg; that 1 havo long nights of
that deadly fear; that to thitk of. the
past is to nland again on that narrow
foothold, and to look around on the
earth is often to cry out with joy that it
widens away- from my. feet {”

«¢ Suddenly,” said the old man,

“theso words flashed to.my brain:
s1d re.motstwo sparrows sold:for« farth~
thing? dnd one of them shall not
fall..on-the.ground withoutyour Father.
oo Fear moty; therefore ;s .ye are of
more.walues than many. sparrows.” My
faculties 8o strained, ,I seemed to
thear the -words, .Tndced,, often yot I
think that,I did-truly hear.a voice.
utter them very. neavsme. ,
- “Tugtantly hope aroso, . constiously:
1desporato indeed,, but,I becamo, calm;,
resourceful, capable, and feoling, uns,
-accountably.dided.  Careful.not to look.
‘down, - I opened my. eyes and gazed-fat’
awiy over thebright sea. The rippled
‘billows told that a light.outward broezo
had sprang.up. Slowly, and somowhat
more distant, the two brigs: moved
toward.tho horizon. Turning my head,
I. could trace ‘the narrow stono of my
fooling-to where my rope dangled, pors
haps three hundred-yards distant.

“Tt seomed-to hang.within. casy
ro:ch. of the clifi’s face, and. ingtantly [
resolved and as ingtantly procceded to
work toward it. No time remained
for hesitation, Night was.coming on,
-k reasonéd that my comrades thought
meo killed. They had probably: gono:to
.view-:the now: condition of tho precipico
‘from o lower stalion, -and on their
'returt would haul up and:cavry off:tho
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s Shullling sidowiso vory o . fyy
I had not mnde five yards  ofgn
know that T could not contine 1,1,
out ovor that hyss without gianuy
down, and that T could not wlgye
down without losing my songeu

“Tho-olifl scotadd v0 pross <otwar
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agningt mo, It -did, in fuet, inelips| { i
vory slightly outward. It seom.d g ha B
v thrusting e ofi O, the hore! BIE aii-utly
of that eengation ! Your toes on the Babro o war
alge of & provipico,and the impl v, § M

calm mountain apparontly \V(‘ighﬁngE
you slowly fivwapd.”. !

#71 know,"” ho:rcsummed, “that w ik
my back to tha.wAll I could newy
veach ,hb rops. 1 could ,siot fum|
towards it and stap*forward, sn napiuwi
way the ledze. Motion was perhapl
“baroly poauﬁilo"~thztb way, hut tha
Lreadth of my shoullerstivould: heve
fo.ced mo to loan somewhat
outward, and’ this T diured nof anil
could -npb doy  Alsoyabongoa s sl

surface boforo me becamo an irresistial
desite, T resolvod! 1o Ay to tum] BwayH
round before resutiing ‘bhd despérate’ again
journey. ‘o do-this I hul to nerw’ direct
myuelf for ono stoady leok at wr now
footing, _ had
“ Chutioualy I swung my vight foo! hurri
boforo tho: ovhor . and. carofitlly - edged: press
around. Jfor nn instant-as my shoulder B tho |
rubbod -against tho rock;:Lfolt that 1; Fal|listte
must fall, I didistaggor,in fuct, bai -k
the uexb momont wtood! irmy face t thro |
the MHectling - cliff, my ‘heels on the §Eg| Tl
vory clge, and tho mow ponknlion of, TV
tho: abyss belind mb siovloas horrihie g1 Wo
thane that frome whichiTthad with weh eyes
difliculty: eseaped. s ' 5 | 1080
w0 theibs forward myi hoad ng.\inst‘\‘ i| Bbead
tho rocland-résted invigony. A whr [fgg|
antl wind: of #uddon wingd mads we |FER|" foi
cohiciotis of outward: -Lhings ' again. perl
Not during:lo:cast.1hy lioadi buckward, all
I wdvew it tortoigolikor botween me |FSIUDO
raised shoulders, andtcliin--ngainst the an
precipico, gazed npward iwith stramieg SR cert
of vigion frbm-under-myivyehtows. 1o
4 Fay abovoithondend wall strotehal” rof
Sidewise glancos gave ‘mo. glimpyes of We
i projecting summit.obping. There, hOE‘

way nio Mopo in thab dircction, Bu!
the distraction of seatning: the-cliffsil,
had: given 'my straindd: morves wow:
rolief 3t to my nlumory:sageih returnel
the: promito of ‘tho Almighty and th
consciousticss: ofr ITig rregard, Unet
mote: my muicles buctno-firmegtrunt
“ A cautious stop:sidowiso mhade w
know how -muchi-T hasgdindd. in eas*
aud steirity ofsmotion by the: ohsmz"l %
of-front  Irmado progrossibhat seamed
almost vapid: for some-rodsyiand oven
had:oxultation. in' my.-qhield approach
toutho: rope, Herfcé:bn‘ttiim'lfrnedom t
think -how-1 should wotsomieaching it
andrgpoculation’ ‘ag o~ howiegpon m R
comiadgsewould Timiltnio up.at»
«{Phen--the idba rushed) thyought w
that they might oven yebt draw.it avm
to6 'Boon, thab -whilealmost-in |
clutch it .anight riseufrom mys hand#
Instantly: all: tho.terrotsiofuny position

|

L}
returned with tounfold: foreay an ou' II‘
ward thrust 6f:tho’ precipico:seoma:t 1
grow «distincty sny- ltrombling  haw)] )
told. mo: thatit moved bodily-tow |
mo, -the:-déscont ‘behirid: mo - tdok A i
uuspeikablo remoténeds, angl from ', 1
utmost :depth of thatysheer-air-so "'P‘l,‘ :
to- ascondteadily a deadly-andia: ! 1

dngwinds w0t b -

“Every-possiblo :néeidont and d 1
»waig presonted 'to myiexcitod b ar
MWihat it ~thie: ledga ‘sheutd. narre®
rauddonlyt tofiothing . NowT boheved

that-my heelsward unsdpportéd-+1

rope. ¢+ I made a move toward ib,a:

:and Lavioved -along onstip-togi ot

ot ey
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