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WYCLIFFE AND LUTTERWORTH CHURCH.

| JOHN DE WYCLIFFE,

. BY EVALENA I. FRYER.

Taer kind, patient woman who rocked a
cradle in the little village of Wycliffe, in
Yorkshire, England, about the year 1324,
could uot knpw that the sleeping oceupant
of the swinging cradle would grow up to
become one of the foremost men of his
times, and so she rocked and nursed and
crooned lullabys, and the baby slept and
ste and grew, just like all other babies.

The next tinie we see this baby he has
grown to be a man and is among the stu-
dents in the scholastic Oxford. While
there Wycliffe was a faithful pupil, for
besides studying the writings of the famous
Greek philosopher Aristotle and the writ-
ings of the Church fathers, like Augustine
and Basil and .Jerome, he studied civil law
and canon 'aw, and he even went to the
Bible for knowledge, which was a very un-
fashionable thing to do in those days, the
hiblical teachers being called *the bullocks
of Abraham.” Wycliffe was nicknarged
*“The Gospel Doctor.”

When our knight was about thirty-two
years old he entered on a long struggle with
the various orders of friars. These friars
wetended to be very poor, and with wal-
[ets on their backs went about begging
with piteous air, while at the same time
they lived in palaces and dressed in costly
garments. They used to kidnap children
and shut them up in monasteries. When
the orders were first organized their idea
was to become a body of self-denying and
consecrated men, who would go about
arousing the people to a better life. At
first their inguence was very good, but
when they became very popular and very
powerful, they hecame also very degenerate.

But there wis one man who was not
afraid to tell themn what he thought of
them, and he did his duty so thoroughly
and sofearlessly that Rowmne became alarined,
and at last summoned the Gospel Doctor
to appear at St. ’aul’s Cu.thedras, London,
on the nineteenth of February, 1377, and
answer to the charge of heresy.

The cathedral was crowded and yet a very
little thing scattered the crowd. Lord
Percy, who attended Wycliffe, desired him
to be seated. But the Bishop of London
declared that Wycliffe “* should not sit, and
that according to law an accused person
should stand during the time of his an-
swer.” A ocontroversy soon followed, and
in the tumult the whole assembly was
broken up and the next day was succeeded
by a riot. A« for Wyoliffe, he waa d's.

missed with the injunction to be more

careful about his preaching in the future.
But public opinion declared in his favour.

‘“1f he is guilty,” the people said, ** why
is he not punished? If he is innocent, why
is he ordered to be silent 1"

In 1379, Wycliffe was seriously ill. The
mendicant friars thought that their oppor-
tunity had now come.” They went in much
state to see him and solemnly tried to make
him recant. He ordered his servant to
raise him on the pillows, and to the great
astonishment of the frisrs, the apparently
dying man, fixing his eyes on his enemies,
said: ‘‘I shall not die, but live, and again
declare the evil deeds of the friars.”

His enemies left himn and the great ro-
former did live. He was yet to putb the
finishing touches to his grestest work—the
translating and scattering of the Word of
God, that the people might read it in their
own tongue. For ten or fifteen years he
worked steadily at vhis task, and at last, in
1380, it was cowpleted. This was a great
event in the religious history of England.
To us to-day it sounds like odd English.
The firat vetse of the thirteenth chapter of
First Coriuthians reads like this:—

“If 1 speke with tungis of men and of
aungels, and I have not charite, T am maad
as bras sownynge or a cymbal tynklynge.”

The work met with a wonderful recep-
tion. Citizens, soldiers, the rich and the
poor welcomed it with delight. Even Anne,
the wife of Richard 1I, began to read the
Gospels. John de Wyecliffe had indeed be.
come The Gospel Doctor. It cost a large
sum to own a Testament— estimated to
equal one hundred and fifty dollars of our
times.

To carry the Bible into the remotest
hamlets was the sole idea of The Gospel
Doctor, and for this purpose he sent forth
preachers, bidding them, —

“Go and preach; it is the sublimest
work ; but imitate not the priests whom
we see after the sermon sitting in alehouses
or at the gaming talile. After your sermon
is done, do you visit the sick, the aged, the
poor, the bliud, the lame.”

These ““poor priests,” as they were called,
went about barcfoot, staft in hand, and
dressed in coarse robes; they lived on alms
and were satistied with the plainest food.
Their theme was Christ and they preached
with wonderful elujuence.

Wycliffe continued in his glorious work
for many years, until one day, as he stood
in the midst of his little fiock in the Lut-
terworth Church, administering the com-
wunion, he was sbricken with Pardyste omd

o

was carried home to di
T1pe age of sixty year:
neath the chancel of Jutterworth Church:
but thirty years after; Rome directed that
his body should be disinterred and thrown
far away fromn church walls. They took up
the quy, burned it, anqd cast the ashesinto
an adjacent brook. :
_“The brook,” says Fuller, <“giq carry
his a.shqs into Avon; Avon into Severn ;
Severn irito the narrow seas, and they into
the maln ocean. And thus ‘the ashes of
Wycliffe ate the emblem of his doctrine
which now is dispersed all the world over.”

If Luther and Calvin are the fathers of the

Reformation, Wyeliffe is its grandf —
The Well Spring grandlather.

ng.

€ in two days at the
He was buried be.
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PRAYER-MEETING TOPICS.
Novemerr 12, 1893,

Junior Epworth League.
GIVING WITH PRAYER AND Love. —Act;
35; 1 John 3. 17; Matt. 10. 8; 2 Co. § s

2 Chron. 29. 27 ; Matt. 23, 34-40; 10. 49, 7

Junier E. L. of ¢, E.

How Doks Curist Magw - Ricr1— Tim
6. 17-19; 2Cor. 8. 9. (A1 isvionary topic.)'

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER,

IN THE EPISTLES,
FOURTH QUARTER,

STUDIES IN THE EPISTLES,

A.D. 57.) LESSON VII.

THE GRACE OF LIBERALITY,
2Cor. 8. 1-12.7

[Nov, 12,

[Memory verses, 7.9,
Gorvkx Texr,

He became poor, that, ye through his -
erty might be rich.—2 Cor, 8, 9 g pov

OUTLINE.

l. An Example, v, 1.5,
2. An Exhortation, v, 6-12,

PrLAcE. —Macedonia,
CoxNkcTiNg Lisks,

Paul left Ephesus al.out Peutecost, 57 A, D.
for Troas. ¢ stayed there some little time.
hoping to meet Titus and to hear somevhing
concerning his first Kpistle to the Corinthians,
Failing to meet him there, he went to Mace-
donia, where he learned the mind of the
Macedonians, and made & collection for the
poor saints,

KExprLaNaTiONS,

“We do you to wit”"—1\Ve make known
unto you. **The grace of God bestowed on
the Churches” Paul means the charitable
contribution made by these churches, to
which they were excited by the grace of God,
*‘ The churches of Macedonia ”—These were
Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, etc. The per-
secution of these Christians had been unusu-
ally severe—*“a great trial of. affliction ” —
and these persecutions had, by the grace of
God, resulted in two things first, super-
abounding joy ; second, afmost famishing
poverty. And these two things working to-
gether led to * riches of liberality.” Not so
much riches of contributions as & richness of
single-mindedness, in which they had their
eyes of love fixed exclusively upon their
brothers’ need. ¢ Praying us with much en-
treaty "—The very embodiment of whole-
hearted liberality.” *‘ Abound in this race
also”—If a man has not the love that reely
gives dollars and comfort to others, his love
18 not of much value to God or man, ¢ For-
wardness "—Promptitude.  ** Be forward a
year ago”—The Corinthians had begun well
& year before this ; now let them consistently
carry out what they then began.

Pracricar Tracuings.

Where does this lesson show —
L. That self denying liberality is a godly
grace?
2. That all other godly graces, without
this, will not avail.
8. That resslutions, without goed per-
hmz::odu.'ﬂlm"sllt §ood per
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4. That God pever’ expecta the impossible
Tue Lusson CarechrsM. = °

. . . L4
1. For whom was Paul collecting, mwg'w
For the poor saints of Jerusalem.” 2'|'ber'
of what two things bad come the rich 1‘ o
ality of the persecuted Christisns of ¥ ’-po‘
donia ? ** Abundance of joy and deep.f Pu,‘
verty.” 3. What does the apostle say © 3 b
Lord ? ““He became poor, that ye t,hrot gig_
his poverty might be rich.” 4. What
needful besideg faith, and knowled%e._be :
diligence, and love? ‘¢ Abundance © 'lgber'
8lity.” 5 What is God’s measure of 1 d-
ality if there be a willing mind ? * AccO to
Ing to that a man hath, and not according
that he hath not,”

of
h DocTriNAL Suegestion, — The love
rist, ’ :

“

CatrcHisM QuUEsTION.

What was the humiliation of Christ?
He was made man, and lived a life of
verty, suflering, and neglect, :
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A SOHOOLBOY'S COMPOSITION
ON BONE.

BoNEs are the framework of the bodf:
If T had no bones in me I should not h"11‘7
88 much shape as I have now. If I b# ¢

ones in me T should not have as mlud
Motion, and grandmother would be & :n,
but I like to have motion. Bones give
motion because they are something P
for motion to cling to. If I had no bone;
my brains, lungs, heart and blood-ves? ht
would be lying around in me and hats 1
get huxjted, but now the bones get hit- 7.

Was soaked in a acid I would get hmb?eﬂ

eacher showed yus g bone that had b‘I'of
soaked. T could bend it easily. Somgdy
my box}es do not grow close to my P n’l
snug, like the branches of a tree, and 1 .ot
glad they don’t, for if they did I could nw-
}I)‘lay leap-frog and other nice games I no,ly
The reason why they don’t grow that Wod
is because they have joints. ~Joints i8 82 0
things to have in bones. They are the
kinds.  The ball and socket, like tu
shoulder, is the best, All my bones P
together in their right places mé eny
gkeletpn. If T leave any out, or pub an
In their wrong places, it ain’t no Skebwﬂ;
Cripples and deformed people don’t b& ir
1o skeletons. Some animals have thgl
sl;e}etons on their outside. [ am 8 o
3t them animals ; for my skeleto, = ©
1618 on the chart, would not look well ¢
my O!ltSlde.;Exchange.
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A NEW PANSY BOOK. .

Stephen llitchell’s
Journey

By “PANSY”

(Mrs. G. R. Aden.)

Cloth, Hlustrated, 70 cents.

From Pans;
teresting stor
known copyri

y's productive pen we have another 1;'
¥, which we have brought out in our el
ght edition of Pansy’s works.

The splendid sales of Pansy’s last two books, JoB®
RBemington, Martyr (now in second edition)
and Twenty Minutes Late, show that her pop
larity increases rather than declines. She has in 87
small degree the faculty of discovering the poetry &
pathos of the humbler walks of life, and asldom fails
win the sympathy of the reader,

The following of her stories have appears: 1n oWf
copyright edition.

1 Eighty-Seven.

2 Judge Burnham'’s
Daughters.

3 Aunt Hannah,
Martna and John.

4 Miss Des Dunmore
Bryant,

Late.
9 Stephen Mitchell’s Journey.

§ A Modern Exodus

6 Her Asgoclate Mem~
bers.

7 John Remington,
Mart;

yr.
| 8 Twenty Minutes

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
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