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the world, for EJgur, lhc uhdm" '\llhou"h
acknowledged to be the nearest in blood, was
but the grand-son of King Edward Ironside,
natural son of Ethelred I1., and the Athelinyg,
himself, was all but an diot, besides. The
sovereigniy of England, thercfore, was open
to the person who could achieve it. The law
of legitimacy was a dead fetier in the cyes of
William, who, himself a bastard suceessor,
could point to numerous instances in s own
period, of siplar cases; and, as many a hero
hotly before and since has declared, hie con-
cerved that * might makes right,” and he de-
termined to make himself master of the “sca-
anrt” England.  He did make 2 conguest of it,
and, uader a cool considcration of all the bear-
1ngs of the case, 1t 13 probable that a conclu-
nion wiil be induced, that although neither of
the conflicting parues could fairly vindicateits
own cause, yet, on the whole, that of William
bore quite as plausible 2 face as the pretension
of Harold. So'that Lere, at least, the charac-
ter of King Wlliam was not deeply reproach-
able, parucularly when the fierce and warlike
dispositions of both the claimants and their
folloswers are considered, and suil further when
we remerder that the greatest virtue of the
period was valor, and its most appropriate re-
ward was acquisttion.

William was “an won man,” such as the
martial and s:mm-barbarous spirit of his age
was calculated to produce.  Constitutionally
courageous, called to command at a period of
carly boyhood, and almeost meessantly inacms,
1t 1s hardly to be wondered at that he should
have becote 2 man of decision and of cnergy.
It s not improbable that he sincerely believed
the prom.se, followed up by the witl of Edward,
the Cunfessor, as conveying something hke a
right to the throne of England, that he was,
at least, conscious of as good @ claim in right
of biood as Tarold could set wp, and that he
was justified by the usage of the times, in
strengthening hunself by artifice and impe-
stiton, such as he applied to Harold when the
latter was thrown upon his coast during the
Confessor's hie-tme.  Butihere was one great
considerauon which either seems never 10 have
oceurred to Wiliiam, or clse seems to have
been disregarded as unworthy his ambitous
spint.  'This was, the aflectionate rrgard which
the English people had for their Saxon mon-
archs and for the Saxon race.

Phat race had now been setiled m theisland
six hundred years; and, except from the in-
:rsions of the Danes within the last two cen-
arnes of that penied, they had enjoyed undis-
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puted possession and aulhomy England
become essentially and entirely Anglo-Saxe
and her lustory of tha! tme, although it be
history of a barbarous people, is that of ung
viating love and loyalty toward her naiy
meonarchs. And although they were obirg:
for a wlinle to succumb to Damsh prowessa;
numbers, while they were under the govery
ment of the weak and worthless Ethelred,
continued impatiently to bend under Dang
rule for the space of thirty years, yet the :
cession of a native prince once xwore, in
person of Edward, the Confessor, was gie
ed with such ardent expressions of satisfacti
as must have convinced the world of their
tachment to natve blood. For two hund
years had the Northmen been as thornsin
sides of Saxons, it might therefore well 3
judged what would be their feelings on 1
probability of a Norman rule, the Normaj
bemng m direct descent from that hated peo
from whose dominion they had so recently b
come emancipated. Nor were their fechngl
softened by the deportment of those foreigney

ed in such numbers, at the invitation, a3
through the misjudging gratitude of Edwardy]

The recollection of all these circumstancs
though it might not control his ambition. n§
prevent his carrying nto effect his deternung
tion to make a conquest of England and §
sway the Enghsh scepire, should at least ha :
had cffect enough to render him mercifal ac
magnanimous towards a people whose fidelid
deserved admiration ; and goed policy migt
I ave taught him that under judicious traini
he might gradually turn that fidelity and 3
fection towards himself and his governmen
But William was a ka: 2 man.  Prompt af
decided in s determinations, constant a
immoveable in carrying them out, reckless
blood, irasciblein temper, impracticable of cog
tradiction, arbitary in command, mpatic)
against remonstrance, and furious aga:nd
active opposition. This was the man wif
at once controlled the destumes of the subdusd
English, punished the rcfmczory nobles a:f

!

forcc of the Fren-h monnrchy, and kcpt ;
check cven the Papal authornity, which cw.
where cls¢ was becoming 21l but despoue®
O cause for the course of action pursucd
this prince, might poassibly be the idea that
was the mildness of the Damnish kings of Eng
land winch had partly tended to the terming
tion of that hine; and that he vras thereby si



