
46 T'he MNiwiuty AcIvocate.

Titirdly, thte qiwnner oJt/teir givingj. Thier-eis ne douit but theeoxetn
were excellent, strong te labour and well trained - and that the wagons
were of Vie bea;t inaterials and worknianship, and wdll covered lu honour
of titeir destination and use. We know some who, if Vhey could not
have e.%eped giving, wvould have looked out the leanest bcast, and the
lea.t valued vebicle tbey had. And we know the complaint brouglit by
(led Iitiniself agaiuat te Jews in the days of Malachi: ".IYe said also,
Behiold, what, aw~eariness is 1V! snd ye have stiuffed at it: and ye brouglit
tiat v~ichel was torii, and te lame and the sick; thes ye brouglit an off-
ering: shotild I aeeept Via of your lîand? saith the Lord. But curseci
be te decuiver, -vhich liath in bis flock a male, and vowetb, and sacri-
liceth itnto tho Lord a corrupt thing: for 1 arn a greût Kintg, saitit the
Lord of hosts, and nîy naine is dreadful arnong the heathen." But we
ittiy fuliy presuuie tat these pious douera presciited wit titey cleeraed
the bese they liac. And we are sure they gave- readily: for tiiey did
it te very "lday that Moses had fully set up) thte tabernacle, and lied
aioiiited it, and saictified iL." They gave as soon as the things were
wankdx; yea, befor( tltey were wanted, in order to e in readiness.
I{ere was, ne hanging back, ioping Vhe offering might be dispensed with;
or te see whsat others did first, te save as niuch'as possible tbeir pocket,
withoîit iosing their eredit. They required ne- excitemet ., iie sermton
fu.l eof motives frout Moses or Aitron te work upon thieir feelings-Tbey
were volunteers; self-nioved; Vhey chose to, le exatuples rather than fol-
iowNers. God loveth a cheerf.i1 giver.

Fou rthly, the acceptance and application of the pïesent. AVtfirt Moses
seeuts Vo have liesitated whether they should lie uaed lu the service of
thte tabernacle. The reason probalily was, that God liad glven hM be-
fore a iniodel of every thlrtg, aud itad said, "lSec that thou inake every
thittg uccording to the pattern showed thee lu the ieunit." But the pat-
tenut did not extend Vo this, and bers he was witbout orders. The tlouglit
Lad sprung front te pieus reflection of these mnu; aud it le îîot neces-
Sary that evsry minute circuntatance, lu the admtinistrations eof religion
sltould lme prescrlhed; many thinga, or the wonh't couic! net conVain the
boeoks tta.t would lie written, me.y lie, and mnust le, left te expediency.
Thius D>avid establishied the orders eof singers; and thus ths Jews, after
their captivity, formed synagogues, lu wbicb our Savicun ofteiî tauglit
andi woirshipped. Moses theretùre is enjol.ned te receive this dc-nation.
taid coîtsecrate it to the purpose for which IL was designed : IlTaks IL of
theiu, tîtat Vhey may lie to do ths service of the tabernacle of the congre-
gaLion ; and Vlîeu shalt give theni unte ths LBvites, te evsry inu accord-
big to his service. And Moses tok Vhe wagons aud te oxen, and gave
tent luit tîte Levites."

But sec how tey were distrittuted; for Vis Nvill lie fouiid verv in-
atructive. 'ro Ilthe sons of (lerahon lie gave" but Iltwo wagons aud
fotir oxen ;" but tiIs is said te lie "laccording te thieir service ;" for- Vhey
1usd oily te, catrry te draperyf, tecuntalua aud hangings. To "Vhs sons,
of Menati lie gave.four wagons and eight oxeit, according Vo ileir ser-
vice ;" for tltey liad Vo, Leur the heavy luggage, the bioards, pillais aud
racket.L; axtd thede were heavy. "lBut te, the sons eof Kohiatit lie gave

Mioe, lieause the service of the satîctuary belouging minte thent Nvas,


