
289

THE LEGEND OF THE STRASBOURG OLOOK.

T was a bitterly col.d day, wiéh we
halted at Strasbourg. The snow lay
in large patches.op the slaning roofs
of the houses; ah in the paved streets
and in the market-place,-where the

Christmas fair was going forward-the
pesants hurried to and fro, looking frost-
liitten and perished with the cold, de-
spite their valiant attempts at holiday-
mnaking.

" We shall have to go on without ex-
ploring the town," said the friend in charge
of our party; it is quite useless to think
o standing about in this weather: why,
the wind would cut ,us through, to say
nothing of having to wade through the
snow"

But there was an outcry in the camp,
for we were determined ta sec Strasbourg
Cathedral with its wonderful clock, of
which we had heard so much, and so at
length we came to ternis with our chef
d'affaires, %who agreed to spend a fev
hours' solitude in our roms ar the "Mai.
son Rouge," whilst we were entrusted to
the car& of a dear little energetic Stras-
bourgeoise, who was onily too anxious to
do the honours of her native town, and
who, in due course of time, introduced us
to the famous Strasbourg clock, of which
I am about ta tell the legcnd.

Everybody, I suppose, who bas not seen
,the fainous clock in Strasbourg Catiedral,
must at least have heard of it; yet, never-
theles, it imay not be altogether ont of
place, if, before proceeding further, I give
a, short description of the great master-
piece itself.

Strange as it.may seem, the naine of its
maker cannot be given wvith any, certainty,
although somue people are inclined. to-be-
lieve that one Isa'ik Hakrecht was the in-
veitr 'f this fine piece of mechanism; and
the exact date of its prestentation to the
cathedral- is, ikewise open ta doubt, al-

though it is thought ta have been about
the sixteenth century. The clock,--which
is. immensely high,-is9 fenced in against
ithe vall, protected on. all sides by an iron

railing. In a kind of recess at the top of
th$ ock, is a figure of our Lord, which
Iš ta o sen standing; below Hiim,
lila.e never changing, is Death, seated.
At ah equal distance again below Death,
is a sun-chariot, which is to be seen all
day, and which marks the days of the week
according ta the style of the ancients; as,
for instance, Jupiter stands for Thursday,
and so forth. This chariot always changes
at midnight. Seated on either side of the
said sun-chariot are two cherubs: one holds
a small gong in his hand, which he strikes
at all the quartera; the other has an hour-
glass, which he turns when the first cherub
strikes his gong.

At the baso of the clock, below the
cherubs, and standing out rather more
proinnently than the rest of the figures,
are two globes, one to shew the eclipses
of sun and moon and the movements of
the planets, the other ta mark the four
seasoas.

At the very top of the clock, on the left-
hand side, is a cock, supposed ta have about
nine or ten times the dimensions of an or.
diuar> fowl, since, viewed at sa great a dis-
tance, it appears to be life-size.

A gong is plced before Death. At the
first quarter, a chid appears froi the right
and passes to the leit side cf the clock,
whereupoan Death strikes one. At the
half-hour, a youth appears and the child
disappearing Death strikes two; at the
third quarter, a min moves in, while the
youth noves out, Death strikes threes and
at the hoar, the man is replaced by an
nged father, grey-headed and bent, then
Death strikes..foir.

At mididay the coekcerw. twic, flap-
ping his wingszeach timetwhile fromn the
right of the recess-whore stands the fgure
of our Saviour the twelve Apostles appear,
following each olher. They pass in suc-
crssion to the lef-hand side of the clock,
all bendinz in tura before their Master,
only Judas Iscariot turnsýhis back.,

After they have passedy Carist raises
His, arms toi bless the. spectators, where-


