BRITISH AMERICA.

one snatched every Coloniel jowel from his
ghttering diadem.

It was a happy hour fur the French Colonists
that witnessed the lowering of their country’s
flag from the ramparts of Quebec. A period
was then put to the fearful privations they had
endured thronghout the series of bitter ye rs
of alternate European war and Indian massacre,
The commencement of' the sway ot Great Bri-
tain over this conntry was the signal for the
resumption, on the par. of the setilers, of thuse
agricultural and commereial duties, on the pro-
secution of which thetr worldly prosperity ex-
clusively depended. A new career of peaceful
enterprize was opened to them, as the feartul
struggles in which they were so constantly en-
gaged were succeeded by the bloodless contests
with the natural dificulties which a rude new
country, with a severe chmate, ever oflers to
the progress of settlement.

We can offer nothing so strong in support
of the positions which we have wished to prove,
that the Colonists were materially benetited by
their change of government, as the followmng
extract from an address to the electors of the
West Ward of Montreal, in July,1820, from the
pen of no less an authority than that of’ Lows
Joseph Papineau:—-

¢ Not many days have elapsed since we as-
sembled on this spot for the same purpose us
that which now calls us together—the-chotce
of Representatives. The opportumty of that
choice being caused by a great national cala-
mity, the decease of that beloved Sovereign
who had reigned over the inhabitants of thisy
country since the day they became British sub-
Jjects, it is unpossible not to express the techng
of gratitude for the many benefits receved
from him, and those of sorrow for his loss so

deeply felt in this as n every other portion of

his extensive dommions. And how could it be
otherwise,when each yeur of his long reign has
been marked by new fuvours bestowed upon
the country. 'I'o enumerate these, and to de-
tail the history of this country for so many
y cars, would occupy more time than can be
spared by those whom I have the honour to
address.  Suffice it, then, at a glance to comn-
pare our present happy sttuation with that of
our fathers on the eve of the day when George
the Third became their legitunate monarch,
Suffice it to recollect, that under the French
Government (internally and externally arbitrary
and oppressive) the interests of this country
had been more frequently neglected and mal-
administered than any other part of 1ts depend-
encies. In its estimation,Canada seems not to
have been considered as a country which, from
fertility of soil, salubrity of chimate, and extent
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of territory, nught have been the peaceful abode
of'a numerous and happy population; but as a
military post, whose teeble grornson was con-
demmed to e n astate of perpetuat warfare
and m=ecurity—trequent soffering from famine
—uithout trade, or with & trade monopolized
by privileged compame: — publie and private
property often pillaged, and personal hberty
daly violated—when, vear atter vear, the hand-
ful of mhabitants scttled in this Province were
drageed from their homes and tanulies, to <hed
their blood, and earry worder and havee {rom
the shores of the great fakes, the Missisippl
and the Ohio, to thuse of Nova Scotin, New-
foundland, and TTud:on’s Bas.  Such wus the
situation of our fathers:—=behold the change!
George the Third, a Sovercign revered for his
moral character, attention to hie kingly duties,
and love of’ his subjects, cuccecled Lows the
Piteenth, a prince then de envadly despred
for tus debaachery, ns inattention to the wants
of hiz people, und s lavich protusion of the
public monies vpon favountes and mistresses.
From thet duay, the reign of the law succeeded
to that of violenee; from thul day, the triasures,
the Nuvy and the JJdrmies of Great Britain,
are mustered to afford us an invincible protec-
tion Ggainst erternal danger; from that day,
the better part of her law became ours, while
onr Religion, Property, and the laws by whick
they were governed remain uneltered 5 sson
after arc granted to us the privileges of its free
Constitution—an infallible pledge, when acted
upon, of our mternal prospenity.  Now, rehigi-
ous toleration: trial by jury—(that wisest of
safeguards cver devised for the protection of
mnocence ;) sccunty agamst arbitrary impn-
sonment, by the privileges attached to the wnit
of Habeas Corpus ; legal and equal secunty
afforded to all, in their person, honour, and pro-
perty ; the nght to obey no other laws than
those of our own making and choice, expressed
through our Represenwatives i—all these ad-
zantages have become our bivthright, and shally
I hope, be the lasting inheritance of our poste-
rity. To sccure them, lel us only act as British
subjects and freemen"—Quebee Gazelte, 1820,

We have thus cursonly glanced at the Ins-
tory of Spamish and French Colonization on
the Amenican Continent. The progress of the
third great Emigrant Race, it we may so term
ity the Anglo-Saxon, ments a few remarke,
Of the two first we speak m the dispassionate
and measured terms of calm, unbia:zsed inquiry.
They are the property of the past ; they live
but amd its floating shadows und memorial pa-
geantry.  With the existence of the third we
are personally 1dentified: as part and parcel of
its substantial realities. We look on the rise,
progress and dechne of extinct dynasties—the
struggle, the triumph, the destruction, as they
flit across the broad disk of listory; not,itis



