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ten per oent. less price, besides transportation of
some four hundred miles.” i

Mr. Brydees interrupted the reading of this report,
and said: The letter just read deals with a specitic
case; there is something in it I can lay hold of and
answer. A great dea! that is recited in the paper is
general, and it i impossible to touch it; but here is a
distinct stutement that I and otbers connecled with
the Grand Trunk Railway Company have made a bad
ocontract fer the company that we might benefit by it.
Let me state again, upon my honor as a man, that
that sssertion i3 a pure fabrication. Some years ago
Mr. Scoville's establirhment was employed by the
company in making wheels: and the only other source
of rupply was a firm at Three Rivers. That firm
failed in {866 and Mr. Scoville had a monopoly of the
trade. He immediately gave notice that he would
not supply another wheel except at an advance of a
dollar--from 15 to 16, exclusiva of carnnge,.whwh
was a greater charge upon the company in Mr,
Scovill’s case than in that of the Three Rivers firm.
Wo said we could not pay the advance that the price
we had been paying was fair and ample and that if
Mr. Scoville persisted in taking advantage of the
absence of competition, we would take steps to bring
it in. Weo did so, aud although the market is very
small, and cannot possibly support many makers, the
result was that certain parties in Mcntreal, who had
{acilities for making wheels, came forward and said,
* We will make them at 144 dollars,” or 1} dollars less
than Mr. Scoville demanded. Because wo would not
pay his price, the man now dares to accuse us of not
doyng our duty to the company. (Cheers )

Mr. Handyside, referring to his visit {0 Canada,
said that he congidered the Grand Trunk was posseered
of great resources as a line, but that it would have to
be managed on different principles from now. He
received information, he said, that in many instances
rails had to be taken after they had been in the ground
only 1} years ou an average, and he complained that
there was not on the whole extent of the line, a
single machine for testing the quality of the rails that
were re-rolled for the company. .

Mr, Brydges: If all the gentlemen bave put their
questions 1 will now proceed to answer them; but
betore doing so 1 may perhaps be allowed to say with
reference to what fell from Mr. Price, who said I was
on my trial, that 1 have also to ask that you will be
good enough to give me a patient hearing—1I will not
ocoupy your attention long—and to give me that fair
play which I am quite sure will always be given in
any meéting of Englishmen. Mr. Prance, I think it
was, said that be wanted some one to manage the
Grand Trunk who would give his whole time and at-
tention to its affairs. Gentlemen, I can say for my-
selt with the most perfectly easy congcience that there
is not an hour in the day whilst I am in Canada which
is not entirely devoted to the interests of the Grand
Trunk Rallwn:iy. I have nothing, no matter what may
be stated, to disturb my attention frcm the aflairs of
the company; and I give all my time and all my abili-
ties, sucg as they are, and I capnot under any circum-
stances give it more. I have referred to the matter
which was mentiored in Mr. Handygide’s pamphlet
with reference to Mr. Scoville, 8o I will say no more on
that, as I am sure the explanation which I gave must
be satisfactory. With regard to rails we have had a

reat deal of difficulty on that subject during the last
gew years. Mr. Handyside, to whom, as to every one
coming to Canada to look after his property, I was
happy to give every facility for making inquiries, did
not, ge must permit me to say, spend suflicient time to
thoroughly understand all the difficulties we have bad
to encounter. His statement that rails are taken up in
one, two, or three months shows that heis utterly mis-
taken. As a matter of fact, there iz no doubt what-
ever that in every large quantity of rails laid down
there is an occasional rail here and there which ie
taken up perhaps even at the end of a week. That
occurs with every lot of rails that are made; but [
will say, 8o far as the subject of re-rolling is concern-
ed—it is not possible for me to enter into a discussion
as to the best process for manufacturing rails—is
that we have taken all possible means of getting the
best rails of the materials ot which the old rails con-
sist, Captain Tyler has shown that those made in
Toronto have answered better than those made in
England. We apply every possible test, and we give
them the test of traffc, and if they fail we take them
up and send them back to the mill and insist on get-
ting new rails without making payment. Somsthing
bas been said, I think, in Mr. Handyside’s pamphlet
about the price paid for the various commodities
being in excess, because people do not always get the
orders they expect. I have no doubt that there sre
many ple very anxious to sell their goods to the
Grand Trunk Railway if they can get their price; but
it is our duty to take care that we get good materials
at the lowest possible price. That is the principle we
%o on. With regard to the rail coutract that was
made at Toronto three years before I was connecied
with the company, all that 1 had to do is to eee that
contract fairly carried out. (Hear, hear.) With re-
speot to the fuel and eleepers, what do we do? We
advertige ail over the length and breadth of the land,
giving a statement of the quantity we r¢quire, and
state where they are to be delivered Tenders are
sent in by every man who desires to do 80; and when
we get them we select the most eligible, and thore of
the lowest price always, unless there is some special
reason why the man who makes the lowest tender
should not be accepted from the fact of his having pre-
viously improperly carried out & contract, Iu every
other case the lowest tender is accepted, and those ten-
ders are laid before the exective committee of directors
that sits in Canada, and atter being revised and ap-
proved, they are sent over to this board for ccnsider-
ation. The same system is pursued with regard to all
other materials required. (Hear, hear.) That, I think
disposes of the questions raised in Mr. Handyside’s
pamphlet, and 1 will now proceed to give Mr. Creak
replies to the questions put to me by him. He was good
enough to send to the office a copy of his guestions,

apd I have written answers to them, which T will read,
and if any further explanation is required, I ehall be
happy to give it. With respcct to the rails on the
Jine, we have of “T" rails fiched €084 miles, and ot
“T” rails of & Jighter puttern, not fished, principally
laid on brancheg, 282 miles, and of the old ‘U" rails
otiginally laid on the whale leagth of the lne, there
are still 3364 mi'es, making the total of 1,377 miles
now working. I should say that of 836 miles of the
old « U” iron, 118 miles are on the Riviero du Loup,
where the traflic is small, and where the renewals will
not amount to anything appreciable for rome years to
come. The balauce of the old iron still on the main
line Letween Portiand and Detroit is nearly 200 miles,
and it will have to be renewed within tho next three
years, With regard to the condition of the road, the
P jron with the fish j nts is in fair working order.
the renewals being atter.ded to so as to keep that iron
in_goed condition. Theli.ht *“’I” iron of which 68
miles is still retained ou the lower section of the
Buffalo line, is rapidly wearing out, and will require
carly renewals. ‘The next guestion is as to the condi-
tion of the rolling stock, and to the numter of encines
and cars. The whole stock of our cars are in & good
running condition. There are always a certain num-
ber ia the workshops under repairs, but of those of
the Grand Trunk there are not more than four or five
per cent. ot the whole, which is about the ususl pro-
portion of all railways. In addition to that, I may
pay that we have, during the last two or three years,
built 60 or 70 new cars every year, the entire cost of
which has been charged to working expens 8. With
regurd to engines. the report will have told you we
have 2.8 inc uding|the stock of the other lines, the
Buflulo and Cbamplain, and ot theee, at the time Mr.
Trevethick was in Canada, S3 per cent. were not in
use, or were uuder repaira. But tbat time was im-
mediately after the close of winter, when the number
of engiues under repair are always at a maximum.
Italways is and aiways will be the case, owing to the
dumage which occurs to engines durinf the winter
Perhaps Mr. Creak is not aware that taking the aver-
age of Engli h railways (and on American railways
tbe average is greater) there are always from 2 to
per cent. ol the engines under repair or requiring
repair. The difference hetween 25 and 33 per cent. is
due partly to the damage of the winter and partly to
the fact that some of the ligmer engines that have
been a long timo on the road are not being used, but
are laid by to break up or sell, But during the last
four years we have either built in our shops at Mon-
treal or purchused in the United States, twenty-one
engivnes of large and improved construction, which
have b:en paid for out of working expenses, and have
goue to replace twenty-one old eng.nes, which had
Kroved useless from age or inferior construction. We
ave on the stock list 7 engines in excess ot the 298,
or that number more than we bave sold or broken up.
With regard to renewals, the avorage cost ot renewals
and maintenance combined of the Grand Trunk from
the lst of Japuary, 1860, to the end of 1867—a period
of eight years—was §463 80 per mile, while on the
Great Western, for the sumo period, the average was
$646 49 per mile of railway in operation. I see by the
report of the Great Western of Canada, that during
the last half-year they have expended $715 per mile on
their railway, or cunsiderably more than the average
of the last eight years. A great deal has been said
of extraordinary renewals, but I think a grest deal of
misappreheusion bas arisen on that matter. The fact
13 there will always be renewals on a railway to a cer-
tain exteut, and if you relaid the Grand Trunk to-
morrow you would siill have in a reasonable lapse of
time to undergo renewals, which must always be a
varisble amount, depending, first, on amount of
traffic, eecondly, on the character of the iron, and
thirdly, on the price which you have to pay for it and
the current rate of wages. Unless you can predicate
these matters to A certainty, 1t 19 impossible to say
what will be the cost of revewals for the future. On
the Great Western, with an average epent for eight
years of $646 per mile per halt year, the last half
year’s expenditure is $716. W hen, therefore, you ask
me what the renewals are going to be, 1 cannot tell
you, but I reported to the board two years ago what
would be the probable cost of renewais for the then
next three years, which was about £139,000 t» £140,000
a year, inc'uding the Buffalo and Champlain or the
whole 1,877 miles of the Grund Trunk. When that
£140,000 a year has been expended for renewala apart
from maiutenance of way, for the three years, a great
deal of work will have been got through; but 1 can-
not say we shall not bave to go on, because renewals
really never can cense. With regard to the ballastin
of the Gtrand Trunk, 1 suppose it was well understoo
that there was a considerable portion of the line that
had never been properly ballasted at ali, and which
now requires it in order to make it a pertectly good
yoad. 1ihitis not my fauit, for I had nothing to do
with the original construction of the line; but we
bave spent a considerable sum for ballasting ever
year, which has been charged to the revenue of each
alf-year. During the lust three years, a sum of
£30,000 to £35,000 has been so expended and charged
to revenue. I make that statement deliberately, aud
if Mr. Creak is not satisfled with it, and will come to
the office, I will show him exactly how it has been
doue. (Hear, hear,) ‘1he next question has reference
to free passes, and asks what sumber was given last
year, and hiow many comphmentary. and how man
to officials travelling over the line. I re-ret that
did not know of this betore I left Canada or I could
have given the exact numbers, but 1 wiil state
the circumstances regarding passes Nothing wounld
be a greater boon to me than to take away the
power ot issuing free pusses. That issue is more
extensive in America than in Ebngland; but we
issue them omly to those actually engaged in the
business of the company, and under ceriain restric-
tions to members of the press and officials connected
with the railways with which we interchange tratfic
That is the universal system all over America, and if
we did not exchange passes in that way we should

not be fairly treated by the officiale of other com-
1anies. We restrict the issue of free passes to the
utmost, and a olerk regularly goes over the return of
all passes issued by the few officers who have the
power of issue. and he calls my attention to any
irregularit{, which, it committed once, I take care is
nct committed again. The next que:tion is with re-
gard to greenbacks. Now the loss on greenbacks
arises from the tratic which comeg over our line from
one place in the United States, and which is going to
some other place in the United States. From all
such places we have competing lines entirely within
the United States which receive pay in the currenoy
of the vountry, and unless we also received payment
in greenbacks at the same rate as the American com-
peting lines, we should get none of the freight or the
passengers. It is the loss on that income which con-
titutes our loss on American curiency The freight,
which is purely Canadian, is paid in Canadian money,
on which there is no diecount. On American freight
we have increased the tares and freights to the fullest
extent; but it we were to charge a man ‘folng from
Chicago to Boston $5 moie than he could go for by
an Amerjcan line, it would be s¢imply advertising
that we did not wish to carry him at all. (Udear,
hear.) The next question is wirh regard to fuel, and
1t asks why on the Grand Truuk a cord of wood goes
85 6 miles, while on the Gieat Western it goes 456,
and whether goal is not cheaper than wood at 17s. or
18s. a cord. [he auswer is simy.ly that the quality of
the wood which is obtained on tge Great Western is
better than on the Grand frunk Wae are compelled
in certain paits of Canada to take a large proportion
of soft wood, which has not the same heating quahty
as hard wood. As a consequence, it tukes a larger
quantity to do the same work. I am not, however,
aware of the mode in which the mileage of the en-
gines is given in the acccunt2 of the Great Western,
and un'ess their accounts and ours are made up in
precisely the same way, of ocourse no comparison
could be made. As ts whether cosl wou!ld not be
cheaper than wood at 17s. or 183 a cord, we don’t
pay 178 or 18s., but 168, a cord. I beg Mr. Creak will
take trom mo the statement that the contracts have
been let for the supply of fuel for the present year
even a shade under the price at which they were let
last year in Canada—and on the American section it
is a little less—when we were charged a trifle under
163. a cord. I hope next year to make a reduction in
that, With w at that price it wou'd not be eco-
nomy to burn a large quantity of coal delivered at
Quebec at the price mentioned by Mr. Creak, for the
reason that the carriage of the coal to Montreal
would add another dollar per ton to the cost; and
because, moreover, all our fire-boxes are made of
iron, and to use coal in them would add considerably
to the cost ot reggiring the engines. The next ques-
tion is as to Mr. Yates; did be, while engineer, work
directly or indirectly a patent of his own 80 a3 prae-
tically to certify to his own work? Mr. Yates was
patentee twelve years ago of a mode of mending rails,
and that patent was in use upon the Great Western
aud the Buffalo aud Lake Huron before it was upon
the Grand Trunk; before I had any connection with
the company. Ho had soid his patent-right €0 far as
the Great Western and Grand Trunk were concerned
to a bona flde buyer; that is my belief. Mr. Yates
was for three years the engiueer of this company. He
lett us in 1865, and to the best of my knowledge had
no interest in the patent which prevented his doin
his duty while he was en officer of the Grand 1run
ComPany. Mr. Yates left the service, and 1 have
nothing whatever to ray againit him, exoept that I
thought it was for the interest of the company we
shou'd have somebcdy else. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. Haig asked bhow it was that in the last half-year
onnlx £69 17s. 3d, had been speunt for ballasting.

r. Brydges repeated the explanation he had given
about the annual expenditure out of revenue for that
urpoee, and then went on to say: The last question
s one [ thought I had fully replied to. It is, whether
1 bave any iuterest in anything supplied to the com-
any, excepting the Kingston f.ocomotive Works.
have already replied to that. I have stated on my
honour what is perfectly true, and I hope I may be
allowed to say now, that having come here tc Eive
an account to any gentleman of any matter which
they may think requires explanation, 1 hope they will
do me the justice, if there 1s any further charge to be
made against me, to stute them while I am here to
meet them as a man with & character to lose, and not
to leavo them till I am 3 000 miles away. (Cheers )

A Snareholder: It is, I think, sir, a very bad thing,
when it is clear that Sir Edward Watkin raised cur
receipts from between six and seven thousand pounds
ger week to £35,000 per week, that all the blame should

e thrown upon his shoulders. When we compare
what was the state of the Graud Trunk in 1858 with
what it is to-day, we owe him our gratitude ins-ead of
blame. 1 will now leave that part of the subject, and
ﬂ) to certain reforts which bave been circulated about

r. Brydges. 1 heard those reports and imputations,
and that the business of the company was corruptly
conducted from one eod to the other. Mr. Brydges
has, however, boldly thrown down the gauntlet, and
has challenged anyoue to repeat the cgur e  With
respect to the reorganization of the board, I should
regret auy precipitate action in the matter.

A Shareholder: Can Mr Brydges give his whole
attention to the duiies of his ofice? Isit not a fact
that he has accepted the office of one of the commis-
sioners on the Royal Commission on the Intercolonial
Bailwag?

Mr. Brydges: 1 repeat that I do give the whole of
my time to the busiuess of the Grand Truvk, With
respeot to the second part ot the question. the ap-

ointment has not yet n. offered to we, and there-

ore I have not accepted it.

The Chairman: 1 wish to add to that statement
that to the suggestion ot the Canadian Government,
that our chiet officer should sit on that commission,
our reply was that we should be delighted to hear that
the Government had appointed him,



