nounced from Migdal-Edgar. The beautiful significance of the revelation of the infant Christ
to shepherds watcbjng the flocks destined for sacrifice peeds nocomment.” (M, R. Vincent.)

Abiding in the figld—Therc is no reason why this should pot havese‘cn the case in Decem-
bet, In the climate of Palestine some of the finest weather of the year ogenrs in the latter
part of this month. The precise day of our Saviour’s birth is, however, dot known, The
tveot was not celebiated until after the middle of the fourth centuary, and then there dvas
the utmost diversity as to date.  Ultimately the usage of the Rontan church prevailed. ¥he
saying of the Talmudists, on which-the opposition to the December dategests, that the flocks

were taken to the fields-in March-and broughf*home in November, is sai ‘to'have referred to ,

the pastures in the wilderness far away-from the cities and villages. (See Andrew’s Zi/s of
Christ.) Keeping the night watches (R. V. marc%. )-<lit. *“the watches of the night.”
Meyer thinks that the plural refers to the different watch stations. The commion view is that
they kept watch by turn for a certain number of hours. It was necessary to:guard ogainst
wild beasts.and robbers. {1 Sam. 17: 34; John 10: 10, 12.) 9. An angel —not “Cthe ™
angel, Came-upon them—R. V. *'sicod by them.” _The idea is of a sudden appear-
ance. He was there before they perceived his a}?mach. The glory of the»Lord—-ghey
- recognized this.as the Shecksnak, the.symbol of divine presence, testifying to the celdstial
messenger.  Ex. 24: 165 Kings 8: 10; Isa:6: 1-3; Acts 7: 55; 26: 13; Rom. 9: 4. Sore
afraid—lit, *feared o great fear.” **.sore,” in the sense of “*very much,” denetes an inten.
sely disagreeable sensation, - Its use-is Jpoetic and archaic. Doubtless the shepherds werc,
like Simeon, ** waiting for the consolation of Israel,” yet their fear was natural, not only

from the sudden and-unexpected character-of the appearance. but from-the consciousnessthat

they were in the presence of a.supernatural bemg.  There was also-the-old belief that noonc
could see God and live. Judges 13; 22; Ex. 33: 20. Compare Luke 5: 8; 24:4, §, 37,
This fear may be connected with the consclousness of sin. 10, Fegr not—Almost always
the first words of a gracious visitant. Matt. 38: €, 10y Luke i+ 13,30;Gen. 15t 1. | bring"
you good tidings— This is one word in Greek, Wyclifle translates it literally, ““I-evangelize -
to youa great’ joy.” The angel was the first evan%elist. Joy—Read" Isa. §3: 73 611 1;.
Rom. 5: 115 1 Pet, 1: 8. To-all the-people. R. V.—i. e. to all the people of Israel, -

This-was but the prelude to the mare glorious anthem of ‘the'a.ngelic ‘host. The message was © .-
a

first to the Jews.and-through them to the whole world and to 2 ‘classes of men. Gen. rz:
3; Ps. 72: 8; Isa. 2: 25 22:6; 60: 33 Ezek, 17: 22, 23; Micah 4: 1, 2; Matt, 28: 1g; Luke 24:

47; Acts 13: 46, 47: Rom. 15; 8, 9;Col. 1: 23. 1. A Saviour—A .deliverer, for whom

the oppressed people-prayed and of whom their prophets-had spoken. Isa, 9:6. Hewasa
Saviour in-a.deeper sense than probably the shepherds:understood Matt. 1: 21, Chirist the ,

Lord—¢ Messiah Jehovah,” *“‘the:annointed One, who-is Jehovah.” , *“The Lord” is the’.

common name for Jehovah in the Old Testament, and-stands‘here in apposition-to **Christ.”
This is the only place in which-these two names come together. In Acts 2: 36 we have
“*Lord-and-Christ ® which means the same. This.is a distinot, assertion to the divinity of
of Jesus of Nazareth, Phil. 2: 11. The advent of the long expecteq Messiah is now announ-

-

«d. In the city of David—According to-Micah-5: 2, to. which*the minds of these Bible .

reading shepherds would revert, and grasp more clearly the fujl meaning of the astonisking -
news, These words stand last in order in the.criginal and by particularizing the place, an§ _
that-close by, make-the message more real to the-ears.of .the shigherds. 12. This i§ the
sign  R. V,—The mark by which-they shonld recognize the child, namely, he would ke
-Ya.swaddled babe cradled-in a manger, in Bethlehem.” This was not a sign vouchsafed to
unbelief, for asking which Zacharias was struck dumb-{Luke 1: 18-20) and which Christ

wfused to give to the Jews, but a mere mark of indentification. The faith of thefshepherds -

is perfect and-child-like. 13. The heavenly host—or ** army,” a.common designation of
“theangels. The figure is.derived from-the pomp of military display around the persons of
Rings'6: 17; Dan. 7: 10; Rev. §: 115 19: 14. See also Matt: 26: §3. °* They are partici-
pants.in-creation (Job 38: 7,) af the»g’ivinﬁ of the law{Deut. 35: 2;'Acts 7: 53,)-at thé ascen-
sdon-APs. 68: 17; Luke 24: 4-7,}at the judgment (Matt, 25: 31.”) (Websterand Wilkinson.)

Praising God—It is assuméd that these words were sung, but the narrative does not say so, -
They have the form of Hebrew poetry and therefore-it is reasonable to suppose that they
Were chanted after the™manner of the Psalms, This gives us'no hint of the music heard in
ha:we_n. for the angels would adapt themselves to their hearers s6 as to edify rather than
astonish them. 14. We-cannot go fully into all that has, been written regarding this verse,
Thé sense generally is that the event annoanced by the angel enhances the glory of God,

peace to earth,.and proclaims-God’s goodwill to men, The main-controversy centres -

around the word *“goodwill.” There are two readings differing only a single letter.
‘P&ce;qn earth-to men-of goodwill,” and the one-in owr Bibles.  The former isadopted by
the Revised Version, * peace among mén in whom he is well pleased,” i, e. men who are

* the objects of God's ““goodwill.” ““The elect people of God.” (Van Oosterzeer) This.
 teading has been-thought by critics to be the best supported by ancient manuscnipts, but it
_ bas not proved acceptable to English readers for reasons. both sentimental and logical. The
¢ ®ntimental reasons-are obvious, but apatt vfroxr.a these, it does'not seem a statement worthy

cuthly moparchs. Other-appearance of these, Gen. 28: 123 32: 1, 2; 1 Kings 22: 19; 2

.



