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mness through manifold temptations." You mnay bc texnptcd per-
Jiaps to hold in aboyance, if* not, altogeotiier to surrender the glorlous
universalities of the Gospel, for the maintenance and de1iýnce of
whichi the Evangelical Union wvas called into existence;- or you inay

~cteînpted by the prevalexat contradictory and soullcss Calvinistie
prcaching, to give Nvay ta feelings of irritation, to the detriînent, if
not to the dcath, of your own highi-toned spirituality of mind, and
by reason of this irritation, whicli often produces a captiaus cavil-
Jing spirit, you inay bo texnptcd ta desist frcquentiag the bouse of'
eÀod altogether. llealiziîng then the difficulties and temptations
and dangers peculiar to your comparative isolation, and want of
.congenial Christian fellowvships and instruction, we would tender
in ail Christian synipathy and love "lA wvord of exhortation"

First.-"l Gird up thc loins of your inid, be sober, and hope to
tlic end." Such Nvas the apostolie exhortation Peter addrcsscd to
the Ilscattered strangers." And doubtless it was ippropriate and
stimulating and strcngthening. Thcy -%vece coxnparatively isolatcd.
Many of theni, besides, wverc btrangers scattered throughout strangre
countries. And not on]y iwcrc they coînparatively :solatcd and
strangers, saine of thein in strange places; thecir thouglîts and aspi-
rations and activities in their rcligious outgoings and manifesta-
tions, would secmn strange also. he prevailing customs, the idol-
atrous superstitions, and the varions forins of error rampant amidse
those amiong,,,t ivhoin they were scattcred, would not only bc unpal-
atable to the pure habits, the highier, elearer thougflits, and enliglit-
encd reasous of' the Ilscattercd strangers: " but thcy iwou]d doubt]ess
alsa coine into, close md formidable and perchance somnetimes dead-
]y contact and opposition. And how could ià otlîerwise bce? "lFor
ivhat fcllowshiip hiatli righteousness wvitli unrightcousness, and what
commiunion hathi light with darkness ?" Thcy liad engagedl thcm-
selves as odswn Il eet*" in the great moral warflurc betwven
good and cvii, bctwceen right and wrong, and unlcss thcy wcrc
preparcd bath, to Icave their first love and to crush te the death
their Illively hope begotten by the resurrection of J esus Christ
.froua the dead, there was nio alternative but to IsadfI ti h
faith '1 and to, Ilbc strong." And could this be donc without a
struggle, or a difficulty ? Methinks not. 'Iankind gencnrally do
not like to ho odd, espccially in matters pertaining to rcligiona. It
is comparatively easy to go with the multitude. But to, swim and
make way against thc tide is mucli marc difficult, and requires an
~effort. IlThe strangers," in faet, whomn Peter addrszed wcrc in


