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The phirase Ilwhose heart the Lord opened, that she attended
te the things speken by 1'aul,"' resolves itself into the more literai and
simple expression-whom the Lord influenced te attend to what Paul
said. This is elearly the meaning of the phrase ; at' lcast, more
than this its terms wiIl not safely import. Now, the question is, by
what means did the Lord influence Lydia te attend or obey 1 That he
did, it is certain; and equally as certain is it that he influenced the
(Jorinthians te obey, and the eunucli to obey: but the question is, by
wluzl rneais ? The modern Doctors think he influenced Lydia te, obey
by a Ilgracions, inward, efficacions influence of his Spirit." iDoubtless
the influence, whatever it was, was a very gracions one, for we eau con-
ceive of ne other ; quite inward, tee, since it affected the 'woman's heart;
very efficacieus aise, since it induced lier te oey ; and very certain
that it was of the Spirit, but very uncertain whether it differed from
thc Truth, or was anything more that the Truth.

Now, it is clear,-lst That the Spirit iras prcsent spcaldng tO Lydia,
-speaking through the Apostie ; 2nd, That she licard whlat it said;
3rd, That there is an immense motive-poirer in the Truth ; 4th, But
not one particle of evidence that thc Spirit was opcrating on Lydia in
some other way than througli the Truth, or exerting more powrer than
is by the Truth. To what conclusion are we then forced?1 To the con-
clusion simply that the Lord influcnced lier te, obey the liglit and
motives of the Gospel.

The expression, Ilwhose hcart the Lord opcncd" eau safely mean ne
more than this :-That the work iras of thc Lord. (Jettainly it dees
net assert the exertion of a special influence, neither does it nceessarily
imply it - hence, there is ne ground on which te infer it. It mcrely
asserts a fact, leaving the mode of its occurrence wholly unexplained;
and in ail such cases, it is ccrtaiù1y better te, aseribe the fact te thc
causnes linoir te be prescrit ana acting, than to such as are purely im-
aginary.

M. E. L.

FASHIONAI3LE CHIJROHES.

From the Golden Rule.
The following extract from a ncw pamphlet, lately published in New

York, contains some wholesome truth fearlessly expresscd:
1 Protestantism accrus te have ne machinery te reach the poorer


