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LOST OPPORTUNITIES,
Orrortustrrs of doing good are lost from
other oauses hesides prosrastination, Death
entered the family of o man who had never
manifested any interest in tho subject of re-
ligion, and had manifested his disapprobation
of any efforts to awaken an interest on the
subjeet in the minds of ais children. They
were not permitted to attend the Sabbath
school, though they were desirous of doing so
in company with their associates. One of the
children, a girl nine years old, was taken with
gcarlet fover, and died. Her denth deeply
affected her father, for she was his favorite
child, The sympathy manifested by the chil-
dren of the village was grateful to his heart.
A teacher of the Sabbath school thought of
requesting him, while his heart was thus
softened, to allow his remaining children to
attend the Sabbath school. But the teacher
was afraid of giving offence. Ho hesitated,
and debated the matter within himself, till
it was too late to make the request with any
prospect of success, Through fear of giving
affence, he lost an opportunity of doing good
to o family of children who had none to teach
them the fear of the Lord.

A Christian was travelling in a stage coach.
He found among the passengers a youn: man
who was to be his travelling companion for
two days. In an unguarded moment he got
into an al ercation with one of the passengers,
c¢vinced a temper, and uttered language incon-
sistent with the Christian character.  Subsc-
quently he was alone with the young man for
balf a day. He desired to speak to him re.
specting his soul, but the recollection of his
inconsistent Lehaviour restrained bim. He
lost an opportunity of dving good in conse-
quence of losing his temper.

A young man, a stranger to religion, and not
an habitual attendant upon any place of wor-
ship, one¢ eveuing entered a church in one of
our large cities. The discourse made a deep
impress-on on his mind. He left the church
an awakened and anxious sinner. He knew

not where to go for counsel. At last it
ocourred to him to call on the preacher whosg
words had carried conviction tolis heart. He
found out his residence and was shown inty
the parlor. The minister was in the back pare
lor with one or two clerioal friends. “The fold.
ing doors were ajar. ‘Lhe young man could
hear every word that was uttered. He was
* :pt waiting while 1he minister gave utterance
to a jest that was not *‘convenivnt.” The
effect on his mind was very unhappy; he
could not open his mind to the minister, He
retired from the house with less anxiety than
he entered it, and soon became more caveless
than ever. The minister lost an opportunity
of doing good in consequence of jesting.
Reader! How do you loso opportunities for
doing good? Many seem to think they aro
chicfly responsible for the wrong they do.
‘They are equally responsible for the good they
fail to do. In the account of the judgmnent.
day peculiar stress is laid upon the sin of not
doing: ¢ Inasmuch as ye did it net.”—L, L.

THE REWARD.
AT Worms, when Luther had returned for.
saken and dispivited to his hotel, a servant
entered bearing a silver vase filled with re.
freshing beverage, the offering of the aged
Duke Evic of Brunswick,—a powerful lord
belonging to the Pope’s party. As the Refor.
mer—touched deep y by the kindness—drank,
he said : ‘“As on this day Duke Eric has re-
membered me, may the Lord Jesus Christ re-
member him in the hour of his last struggle.”
The servant took back the message to his
master. The aged duke called to mind these
words at the moment of his death; ang, ad-
dressing & young man who steod at his bed-
side, said : *“Take the Bible and read to me.”
The youth read the words of Christ, and the
soul of the dying man took comfort : ¢t Who-
soever shall give you a cup of cold water to
drink, because yo belong to Christ, verily I

\ eay unto you, he shall not lose his reward.”




