
January 10. Acts ii : 113.
The occuit orgaîîization, whose ineni-

bers first began to be called Christians
at Antioch, and whose doctrines in
later centuries only survived as formnuke,
the meaning biavin- been forgotten, at
thie tinie described in the Acts bield its
secret meetings and celebrated its
mysteries like other occuit bodies. The
great feast of the day of Pentecost wvas
one of those occasions on which "1they
were ail together in one place." A long
probation rmust bave preceded the
attendance of the disciples at this cere-
miony. The accounit given of it resem-
l)les other narratives tbat bave been
divulged from time to tinie, and appears
to describe one of the initiations of the
Gireater Mysteries. The MNaster bad
promised the Par-ake/os (John is tbe
only ivriter to use the word), and the
powers which were to come with tbe
Divine Gift aria those we read of in
Patanjali. "lHe shahl teach you al
things, and bring to your remembrance
ail that I said unto you." John xiv: 26.
Tihe third book of Patanjali gives a very
full accounit of the poivers acquired by
the ascetic. Th-e gift of tongues, Ilthe
power of unders.anding the meaning of
any sound uttered by any sentient being"
<Apborismn 17) is one of these. Paul
frequently refers to these gifts. The
Par-aklos is frequently identified with
the lioly Ghost or Holy Spirit, but it
rnay be more correct to understand the
Holy Ghost as tbe Ilcreator of ail, as in
the ai cient systemns " the "'Boundless
Ail," '1 En Soph," the IlShekinah," the
"Anic;enit ofD1ays -;" ''Sophia," "Divine
WVisdoni;" "lAkasa," the Divine Astral
Light; IlKvan-yini," the Goddess of
Mercy, and IlDivine Voice " of the
Chinese,-that, is to say, the Universal
Aspect of the Divine Fire, while the
1'arakle/os, the Comnforter or Strength-
ener, as the word really mneans, is the
individualized aspect of the Holy Fire
in cach mani, the Flame Nvhich burns in
each consecrated heart. These Flames
aire the "1Sons of Fire, " apparently,"I be-
cause they are the first Beings (in thec
Secret Doctrine they are cailed 'Minds'),
-volved frot Primordial Fire."' They
are the Agnishvatta- Pitris, "and these
are the ' fashioners of the Zuiner, Man. "'
"The informi-ing lEgo caîî, and often
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does, increase the rapidity of the oscilla-
tion until the normal Karmna is exhaust-
ed at an early stage of the body's life-
span, and thien inay occur that miysteri-
ous process of one inspiring soul retiring
to give place to one greater." T1his is
the losing of life to find it wvhich. jesus
speaks o f, and it is the natural order of
evolution, perfectly regular and simple
and occurringto-day,whether recogr1ized
by the Churches or flot, as it did cen-
turies ago. As nien overcorne their
lower nature the unsuspected mnarvels
of the spiritual life are manifested.
TLhe outpouring of the Spirit is from
within. TIhe Church to-day is looking
for an în-pouring fromn without.

January 17. Acts ii :32-47.
The IlMan approved of God " (verse

22> has been identified, as we have seen,
as a reincarnation oi the "lMan after
My heart <Xiii: 22) who shail do ail My
wvill." (I. Samuel xiii : 14). If the
whole chapter is read trom this point of
view the force of the quotations from
the Psahins will be more apparent.
IlFor David ascended not into the
heavens: but he saitb himself, TUhe
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on
my right band till I make thine enemies
the footstool of thy feet. Let ail the
bouse of Israel therefore know assuredly
that God bath nmade bim- (Revised Ver-
sion) both Lord and Christ, this Saviour
wbonyecrucified." "Wlhen they heard
this they were pricked in their bearts,"
we are told, for the story of David,
King of Israel, wvas stili dear to the
nation. There were added to themn
about tbree thousand souls as a resuit
of this stirring appeal to their traditional

patriotism.I "o you is the promise,
and to your children, and to ail that
are afar off, even as miany as the Lord
our God shialcallunto hinii." Peter re-
mained Jew first, and Christian second-
ly. Paul, who was called Saul, .-nd
who, many tbink, was the re-erabodi-
ment of King Saul, taught a wider ideal.
Verses 42-47 present a strange contrast
between the ideals of primitive Chris-
tianity and the practice of the present
day. The endeavour to establish a
colony of "practical occultists " in the
rniddle of a Ilcivilized " comnmunity
wvould meet with no more success at
present than long ago in Palestine.


