
Miscellaneous. 5

sprinkled with. ryriads of stars, and Chiimborazo was dclineated,
in ail its spiendour, on the azure and sparkling vault of the firma-
ment.

"On the morning of the 3d of November, at five o'clock, Whou
day had not yet dawned in the equinoctial regions, we loft our
camnp in charge of our people, and departed on our cxploring ex-
pedition, carrying witli us a coffee pot, twvo therinometers, a comi-

pass, matches, and tobacco. A steep hil, sandy and rougl with
pebbles, which. separated us froin the perpetual snow, occasioned
us so much. fatigue at our outset, that two of the natives who ac-
companied us became discouraged and turnied back.

IlWhoeu we hiad sunmounted tliis Iii, we descended on some'
soft satnd to the bottomn of a valley, whieh. we followed, and from,
the extrenmity ofw~hicli we distinguishied very clearly thie suimmit
of the mountain, entireiy free froin snow.

"After waiking hiaif 'an hour on the snowv, vegetatio n suddenly
ceased, and we saw no0 othier living thing but two large partridges,
and on the rocks a few licenis of the familles Idiothalanius and
ilymenothabamus. At this point of our asccnt we eollected some
dry branches of chuquiragrua, andi nade a bundbe -of themn, wvhich
we tied to our bicks. We hiad stili to scale an immense rock of
trachyte, from the top of whichi the summit of Chiiunbanazo ap-
peared to us so necar, that we thoughit we conid reacli it in hiaif an
bour.

"lOur ascent was so rapid, that we w&re soon obliged, from.
fatigue, to make frequent 'stoppages to recover our breath.
Thirst aiso began to be severely febt, and iii order to moderate it
we abmost always kept snow in our mouths. But we feit no
symptoms of illness or any rnorbid affection, such, as is spoken ot
by the niajority of traveliers who have ascended higli inountains.

"After liaiting a few seconds, -%vithout even seating ourseives,
we again started not oniy with renewcd ardour, but even a kind
of furious determination inispired by so near a view of the sum-
mit. It appeared evident to, ns, by this new instance confirming
s0 many previous ones, that at those, heiglits the atmospheri 
column is stibl snfiicient to prevent any impedinient te respiration,
and that the shortness of breath and organie affections whieh. are
so generalby complained of at considerabbe, elevations, must be
ascribed to some other cause.

IlAlways rapidly ascending, we now began to overlook the
peaks oflthe Cordilleras, and to discover a distance furnished with
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