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fertility ; if dairying is profitable ; also whether cheese or
butter making pays best 3 and about stall feeding  And
it is with the view of answering these questions, that ]
have written the foregoing. There is no rpeculaiion in
this report of farming  All has been done as sfate } con
tmuously ten or twelve years. 1t would be diflicult to
vse our land warse thaun we doan Canada,  We are
in the same state that Seotland was in 150 years ago, 1
was acquainted with thestate of favming in Seotld from
Stirling to Arbroath in 1810, aud it was much hetter
farmed than Canada i at present from Montieal to Kings
ton. And the grain as sold in market was vers chan
Grain is very far from heing clean, especially oaty, in this
disttict. And we have far better and cheaper tools to dao
the work with  All kiids of manwre can he gng at moader-
ate prices, and better still, there is mu b information
siven by papers and wther publivations aaly and monthly,
to all, if they would only use it 1 have seen more sound
mformation i one number of the Caxana Farwrn than
1 saw the first forty vears of my life. The evil may cure
itself, as many farmers must leave ther farms unless they
rarse and scll more than 1s done at present.

Jonx Ropertsox,
Bell's Corners, Ont.

The Prickly Comfreg.

To the information already giv en respecting tlus pronus-
mg forage-plant, we have more to add  Avccondimy to the
dgricultural Economist, Mr. D, R Seratton, wne of the
conneil of the Agricultural and Hortieultural Association,
has had the leaves and ront of this plant analy <ot by Pro
fessor Sibson.  The followning is the analyais andaepint.
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1 have the pleasure of reporting on the vesults of my ea-
amination of the samples of Prickly Comfrey recdived from
you a few days since. The water was determined from
the fresh plant marked ¢ Association plant,” and the an-
alysis made of the leaves sent by Mr o Seratton, aftes
drying. A general examination of the xont appeavad to me
suflicient.  You will notice that the por cuntage of mineral
matter is large, and it would theretore be Ithely to be an
exhaustive crop: henee a proportionately vich manure
would be required for it.  Judged by this <amply, it would
appear to be a forage-plant of fair feeding value, but }
should doubt whether our average sutmners arve sufliciently
moist for its successful cultivation. (Signed)

AvFRED Sinvon,

My, Seratton has received the subjoined twaoletters from
gentlemen growing the plant, the first in Essey, the second

in Cornwall : —

CousesnaLy, March 20th, 1856,
Resercten Frinan, -Jhavo paid cotntdorable atéention to Symphtion
Asgperrimion for the Iast four vears My esperiense i@ that it bears
cutting wcll four tanies a ycar withont any infurv to the phat The
crowns arc vt Ganly angared cien 17 wheel passex over them ; but
as we have the rows three feet agart this can be asoulald, and cnltna-
tion is most cany It will bear folding with sheep well, bug ag the
plant will be about three feet high when coming into bloom (the
proper ime for fealing or cutting) they sre apt to trvmple some of it
down, M it ¢ uld be arra d fur Wi to feed though the hurdies
they bite it off elose without waste, 1 hase generally cut st Mot
animals take toat at once,  J bought a few Ivnbs liat year totry it
they took to it at once, and did well with & little corn Pigs also fat
well with 1t, with bean meal or peas , they are catremely fond of at,
1 alwazs manure mne well when planting wWath fanm yard manure
1 will ot want any more for some yeary. Iahall be quite pleased ta
show thee what 1 have growing at the time of the Agricultural Sheaw,
But 1 have go many cistomers for my roots alnongst iy fricnds that

10y stock is becoming sniall,—=Thine rincerely, ———

WaDEERIDGE, Corawaty, March 24th, 1576,

SiR,—-In ansuwer to yours of the 15th st respecting the Svmphytum
Aspersinon, 1 have grown for it for some time, and am so much
pleased with it that 1 have increased iy tillage. 1t is an encellent
food for eattle, I give it to my horses, cows, aud pizs.  They are ex
cesaively fond of it, and if the wheels are broad, no great fnfury ix
done to the root 1n removing the crop from the ground last year
the plant waw en’ the timesAnd | bliese § had nuarer 100 tons than
80 to the acre.  Thiwvear 1 have ardered my men nnt to ent hnt to
pluck the larzest lcaves, and 1 believe 1t wifl yMield nearly 20 tons an
acre more. The roots will pay for lang well dressed It fs very
gelatinous, and iy horses do their journcys better on it than on ~ny
other green foewl  Yours, &c. —

D R Seravmow, Fsq

Lient.-Col. Chichester, of Runnamoat Co., Roscommon,
savs that he has crown Comfrey for some years past on

| deep but well-drained peat soil, where it grows with great
'Insuriance. e now contomplates growing 1t cxtensively
huth ou peat and elay sorl.

The Bungihire Journal says:—*In passing through
Crange the other day, we called at the farm of Floors.
Mr. Gray has a garden always well worth a visit, and

Uapecially so tins season, as many rare and beautiful flow-
ets are being yearly added to it; but the feature of all
vthers which struck us most in the way of rarities was a
plant that, winle bemg a rarty m our quarter, will, we
have no doubt, soon bo a favourite for its utility. We
tefer to a vegetable known as Prickly Comfrey. M.

‘l-‘l‘.\y has had a long strap of us garden laid out with this
plant during the past season, and 1t1s repaying s trouble
wddl, The vezetable 1s used entirely for feeding purposes,

raml 1s greedily devoured by horses, cattle, sheep, or pigs;
but its princpal value Hes in the fact that, during one
season you may have twenty crops. The enterprising
fatiner who has mtroduced 1t has already this season had
tive crops, and expeets as much beforo the season is out.

‘The plants, being young, have not come to grow so rapidly

ax they will do. The blade, which is nearly the size of
an ordinary cabbage, when taken into the mouth, has an
mly taste not unlike oileake, and from its nature must be
very fattening and any farmer having a few acres of this
crop growing would find it a great addition to his means
of feeding any kind of stock.”

1t will be observed that the principal objections to the

Sympdigtum are that it is probably an cxhaustive crap.

We are inclined to think this is not a serious objection.
\s the y lant woulid not be allowed to mature 129 seeds, 1t

woulit not remove much of the mmeral salts from tho soil.

Its broad leaves would have drawn their prineipal susten-

ance from the air  The second oljection is that it is
doubted if it will stand a hot, dry summer, Of course,
experience only could settle this pomt.  Weshould judge
from the appearance presented by the roots that the
Symphytoan could stand adrouth reasonably well,

The Wheat Midge.

At a lute meeting of the Farmers' Ulub of the American
lustitute, a letter from a whegt grower of Niagara county,
New York, was read as follows :

The question 1s frequently asked, what 18 the reason
that the wheat mulge has destroyed a smaller proportion
of the wheat crop during a few years past than they did a
nuber of years ago? The usual answer to tlas questton

15 that farmers put 1t i well and i good seasons,  This
1s all true so far as 1t goes, hut, 1 my opmion, it does not

cover the whole ground. One of the principal reasons why
the mindge has destroyed but hittle wheat dunng the lasy
two years may be found m the-fact that we have had
sarly seasons 3 that not only wheat, but, as a general
thing, all other crops have been much carlier than they
have been for some years before, so that wheat, by head.
ing out some two weeks or more carlier than for some
years hefore, got the start of the midge, and, where other
things wue favorable, made a tme crop.  The ntluence
of ditferent seasons n favorig or preventing the operation
of the mdge may, perhaps, be better understood by re-
ferring to the manner in which they first made their ap-
pearance aml commenced the destruction of wheat 1n tins
viemity. They were first found in a few late heads near
the fences, but not carly cenough, nor enough of them to
do much damage. The sent year they were a little earher
and more of them, and so continuing to make their ap-
pearance earlier and to destroy more and more cach year,
untal there was but very littlo wheat that escaped their
ravages, and the prevailing opinion in this section scemed
to be that we would have to stop raising wheat. Bat
what now scems to be generally forgotten is the fact that
while the midge was the most destructive, we had very
Iate seasous ; that wheat was not ready to harvest until
nearly or quite the first of August, and that we were able
to rise but very little wheat until the seazon o"“anged,
and wheat headed out some two weeks or more earlier
than it had for several ycars before.  Nor does.the. fact
seem to be very generally considered and understood that
the change two years ago was a gradual one.  Instead of
a modcerate change of afew days each year, which. the
hedge wonld be bikely to keep pace with, the scason in

1858 was some *wo wecks ar more carlier than it had been

for.some years before, and that this, together with the fact
that last seazon was a little carlier than the previons year,
and that this season has been a few days earher than the
last, accounts for the continued good crops of wheat that
have been grown, notwithstanding the midge has made ita
appearance & few days earher each year, It will be well
for wheat growers in mdge-infested seetions to remember
that no onc can tell how soon a changem the seasons may
expose their wheat to destruction. My judgment is that
it 18 hetter {mlicy for the farmer not to sow wheat very ex-
tensively, but by giving a good chance, and cultivating
and manuring well what he does sow, raise heavy erops.
Another advantage in this comso 18, that gnm?, Leavy
wheat is almost always earlier aud less hable to be mred
by the midge than a poor erap  Should we,; gsooncr or later,
as most hikely we shall, have late adverse seasons in which
the midge may be destructive, there will be a great deal
less loss in labor, seed, and the use of the Jand, than there
would be were farmers to returh to therr old practice of
making wheat their mam dependence.

J. AV, Chambers gaid : During a number of ycars past
the wheat midge has searcely mode an appearance in the
wheat producing regions of our conntry.  The conjecture
is that the ravages of this pest were mevented by some
ichneumon fly. Should the midge ever agmin attack the
growing wheat, the most effectual way to hattle with tius
enemy is to discontinuz raising wheat for a few reasons,

A Farm Fence,

A correspondent of the Detroit 2'ribune gives the follow-
ing information in regard to a cheap farm fence. He
writes: “I have to day completed 100 rods of post and
board fence, which I am so well satisfied with that I ven-
ture to tell your readers how I proceeded. 1t is rather
an experiment with me but so far Iam of the opinion that
I shall erect all my fences on the same plan hereafter,

I should not have built this fence now if T had not heen
obliged to wait for the corn to harden suflictently to en-
able me to crtb 1t safely, and while warting concluded to
put up thus strip ¢f fence, which was put down for next
spring. The Iate rains favored setting the posts by making
the ground moist. I had secured split oak posts at a
cost of ten cents, delivered.  These were sharpened, and
1 calculate that the chips and hewings pay for this work,
After the posts were sharpened and placed on the line of
the proposed fence, stakes were set firmly on the line,
fifty feet apart, and two lmes drawn, one at the hottom
and the other at the top of the posts.  With a nine-feet
measure we proceeded to Jay off the places for the posts,
sticking down pegs a foot long. With a shaip spade a
hand followed and took off the sod, and also removed the
earthrone spaule deep. 1 followed with an iron bar, round
and sharp at the lower end, but enlarged upward until,
fifteen inches from the point, it is four inches in diameter.
With this instrument a man may make the holes very
rapudly.  After making the holes for five or six rods we
set the posts. A strong hench was made ahout the height
of a common table, having a cleat nailed to the legs on
each side for a step Armed with a beatle one man
mounted this bench while the other held the post, and it
wag sent to its abiding place quicker than 1 can describe
the operation.  The driver dropped his bectle on to the
bench, stc{)pcd to the ground, and in a twinhlhing he was
ready at the next place.  The posts aro set in this way
very rapidly and very firmly in the ground.  After driving
them the carth is replaced, or the space dug out witha
spade and filled in with small stones, which 15 a hetter
plan, and trampled firm,  We then proceedad to nail on
the hoards which are eighteen feet long.  The lirst board
is mailed on a foot from the ground, the sccond six mches
above, the third ten inclies above that, aud the fourth
twelve inches above the third. This makes a fence fomr
feet four inches high. After the hoards were all on, the
}msts were sawed ol at the top of the last board, and two

urrows on cach side turned to the fence, which closes up
the space below the bottom bowrd. 1 cannot give you the
exact cost of this fence, for it v.as put up at odd spells and
by parts of days —in the way a good deal of the work on a
farm is done; ‘but I consider it 2 cheap fence and a good
one, I prefer it to hedges.”

The Wire-Worm,

Edward Mason writes in the Germantowen Telegraph. —As
the wire-worm works heneath the surface of the soil, and
is scldom seen unless when the soil is disturbed by the
plough, &c., its destructive work is often attributed to the
cut-worm or somo other mscct. Wirc-worms are the
larva of that tribe of insccts known as claterede, or chek-
bectles, from & noise they make when springing into the
air, in an attempt to recover their natural position, when
they. happen to fall on their backs, which they frequently
do when dropping from plants to the ground. Upwardsof
sixty different varicties of these insects have been discov-
ercd by naturalists, several of which feed on our valuable
cultivated crops. They do not confine themselves to any

particular kind of food, but attack indiscriminately the



