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the money is the yainer; if they are of wood, indifferently
constructed and of green material, both must suffer. So it is
a speculation, and, like all speculations, a good deal of repu-
diation mixes up with it.”

Sir Richard goes the whole hog on Railroads.

« Even in our days, nearly four centuries after the Colum-
bian era, the idea of reaching China by the North Pole has
not been abandoned, and is actively pursuing by the most
enlightened naval government in the world, and, very possibly,
will be achieved ; and, as coal exists on the northern frozen
coasts, we shall have ports established, where the British ensign
will fly, in the realms of eternal frost—nay, more, we shall
yet place an iron belt from the Atlantic to the Pacific. a rail
road from Halifax to Nootka Sound, and thus reach China in
a pleasure voyage.

« I recoliect that, about twelve years ago, a person of very
strong mind, who edited the Patriof. a newspaper published at
Toronto, Mr. Thaomas Daiton, was locked upon as a mere
enthusiast, because one of his favorite ideas, frequently ex-
pressed, was, that much time would not clapse before the tess
and silks of China would be transported direct from the shores
of the Pacific to Toronto, by canal, by river, by railroad, and
by steam.

= Twelve, years have scatcely passed since he first broached
such an apparently preposterous notion, as people of limited
views universally esteemad it ; and yet he neariy lived to see
an uninterrupted steamboat communication from England to
Lake Superior—a consummation which those who laughed at
bim then never even dreamed of—and now a railroad all the
way to the Pacificis in progress of discussion.

« MacTaggzart, a lively Scotch civil engineer, who wrote, in
1829, an amusing work, entitled ¢ Three Years in Canada,;
was even more sanguine on this subject; and, as he was a
clerk of works on the Rideau Canal, naturally turned his at-
tention to the practicability of apening a road by water, by
the lakes and rivers, to Nootka Sound.

4 T'wo thousand miles of water road by the Ottawa, the St.
Lawrence. and the Welland, has been opened in 1845, and
a future generation wiil sec the white and bearded stranger
toiling over the rocky barriers that alone remain to repal his
advances between the great Superior and the Pacificc. A New
Simplon end a peaceful Napoleonic mind will aceamplish this.

« The China trade will receive an impulse ; and. as the arms
of Engtand have overcome those of the Celestial Empire, and
we are colonizing the ovter Barbarian, so shall we colonize the
shores of the Pacific, snuth of Russian America, in order to
retgin the supremacy of British influence both in India asd in
China. The vast and splendid forests north of the Columbia
River will, ere long, farnish the dockyards of 1he Pacific corst



