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ithier makes, for the împrovement oî lier child in knowledge and
me, are necessarily retired and unobtrusive. The world knows not

Nftiem; and hence the world has been slow to perceive how powerful
dl extensive is this secret aad bienlt influence. But circumstanees are

uW directing the eyes of the comrnumîtîx to the nursery, and the truth
Adaily coming more distinctly before the publie, that the influence
ich is exerted tipon thu mind, during the first eight or ten years of

xstence, mu a great degrec guides the destinies of that mmd for tune
id ctermity, And as the mother is the guardian and guide of the early

nars of life, fron lier goes the most powerful influence in the formation
f the character of man. A nd why should it not be so? What im-
ressions can be more strong and more lastng than those received upon
ie mind, in the freslness and the susceptibility of youth ? What in-
uetor can gain greater confidence and respect than a inther? And

here can there be delight in .acquiring knowledge, - not ihen the
ttle floclk cluster around a mother's knee, to lear of God and leaven ?
There are, it is truc, innumerable causes incessantly operatng in

lie formation of character. A mother's influence is by no means the
:i influence which is exerted. Still, it must be polverful, for, with
uM's ordinary blcs:sing, it may form in the youthful mind the habits,
id implant the principles, to which other influences are to give per-
mtency and vigour.
A pions and faithful mother may have a dissolute child. . IIe may

reak away fron ail restraints, and God may leave him to "l cat the
ta of his own devices." The parent, thus afflicted and broken

earted, can only bow beforc the sovereignty of lier Maker, who say s,
Be still, and know that I am God." The consciousness, however, of
ing lone one's dutv divests this affliction of inuch of its bitterncss.
nd, besides, suclh cases are rare. Profligate children are generally
eoffspring of parent-, wlo have neglected the moral and religious
ucation of their family. Some parents are themselves profligate, and
tu not only allow their children to grow up unrestrained, but by their
ci txaiiple lure thein to sin. But there are others, who are i cry up-

aht nd xiirtuous, and ccn pions thcmsel es, w ho do, nevertlieless,
fzlect the moral culture of their children, and, as a consequence, they
rou up in disobedimice and sin. It matters but little w hat the cause
sifucli leads to this neglect. The neglect itself will ordinarily be fol-
vcd hy disobedience and self-will.
lence the reason that children çf eminent men, both in churcli and

atc, are not unfrequently the disgracc of thicir parents. If the mo-
r l ccustom.d to govern lier chîldrcn, if he look to the father to
,ree obedicuice, and to control it; w nlie lie is absent, all fiuily go-

] týiiicît is ubsciit, and the children are left to run w ild ; to learnt
.uîs of dibobedince ; to practise arts of deception; to build, upon
SfuUldition of contenpt for a mother, a character ofinsubordimation
d unquity. But if the. children are under the efficient goieiiinent
a judicious mother, the. rcverse of this is almost inariably the case.

ald since, in nearly cery instance, the carly years of life are intrusted
a mother's care, it fp]lows that maternal iniflcnce, moie than any


