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@nother makes, for the Improvement of her child in knowledge and
uue, are necessarily retired and unobtrusive. 'The world knows not
{them; and hence the world has been slow to perceive how powerful
Sl extensive is this seeretand silent influence.  But eircumstances are
ow directing the eyes of the community to the nursery, and the truth
daily coming more distinetly before the public, that the influcnce
luch is exerted upon the mind, during the first eight or ten years of
ustence, in a great degree guides the destinies of that mind for tune
ad eternitys - And as the mother is the guardian and guide of the carly
ars of life, from her goes the most powerful influence 1n the formation
[ the cliaracter of man.  And why should 1t not be so? What im-
rsstons can be more strong and more lasting than those received upon
ie mind, in the freshness and the susceptthility of youth? 'What in-
rictor can gain greater confidence and respect than a mother? And
here can there be delight in ,acquiring knowledge, *f not when the
fle flock cluster around a mother’s knee, to hear of God and heaven ?
There are, it is true, innumerable causcs incessantly operating in
¢ formation of character. A mother’s influence is by no means the
il mfluence which is exerted.  Still, it must be powerful, for, with
wl’s ordinary blessing, it may form in the youthful mind the habits,
i implant the principles, to which other infivences are to give per-
snency and vigour.

A pious and faithful mother may have a dissolute child. | Ie may
wk away from all restraints, and God may leave him to * cat the
Bruc of his own devices.” 'T'he parent, thus afflicted and broken
fearted, can ouly bow before the sovereignty of her Maker, who says,
Be still, and know that I am God.” The consciousness, however, of
&g done one’s duty divests tlus affliction of much of its bitterness.
#ud, besides, such cases are rare.  Profligate children are generally
ie offspring of parente, who have neglected the moral and rcligious

Sucation of their family. Some parents are themselves profligate, and
St not only allow their children to grow up unrestrained, but by their
dvs exainple lure thei to sin. But there are others, who are very up-
gt and virtuous, and even pious themsclves, who do, revertheless,
drdlect the moral culture of their children, and, as a conscquence, they
gos ap in disobedience and sin. 1t matters but litdle what the cause
3 wluch leads to this neglect. The neglect itself will ordinarily be fol-
owed by disobedience and self-will.

4 Hence the reason that children ¢f eminent men, both in church and
gutr, are not unfrequently the disgrace of their parents. If tlie mo-
2r s unaccustomed to govern her children, if she look to the father to
Fhirce obodicnce, and to control it; when he is absent, all family go-
et is absent, and the children are left to run wild; to learn
ssuns of disobedicice 5 to practise arts of deception ; to build, upon
# fouudation of contempt for a mother, a character of insubordimation
diquiy.  Bat if the children are under the eflicient goveinment
8 judicious motlicr, the reverse of this is almost invariably the case.
1d since, in nearly cvery wstance, the carly years of life are intrusted
0 3 mother’s care, 1 fpllows that maternal iuflaence, moie than any




