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FATHER MATHEW.

. A hundred years ago, (on October 10th,

1790, in Thomastown), County Tipperary,
was born Theobald Mathew, Ireland’s

gecond St. Patrick, the great Irish apostle
of temperance, Theobald early earned the
title of ** the saint of the family”’ by his
generousregard for his eight brothers and
his sister and his devotion to his mother,
His father, though poor, wasa near relative
of the Earl of Llandaff. Theobald’s mother
was very solicitous that at least one of her
sons should become & priest, and on learn-
ing this Theobald 1mmedmte1y said, ‘I
will be a priest.” In accordance with this
choice he was sent to Maynooth Collego in
1807, and narrowly escaped expulsion for
attempbmg to give a feast in his room to
his fellow theological students, nlmost; every
irregularity there entailing dtsn}xssnl

Under thisdisgrace he \vxthdrew from May-
nooth, but, continuing his studles, joined
the- F'mnclscan Friars, and was consecrated
A pnesb by the Archbishop of Dubhn in

delivered in the parish church at Kilflade
His subJect was the difficulty of a rich man
‘gaining heaven, He showed that the mis-
use was alone culpable, not the mere pos-
session of wealth. A wealthy but very
‘stout member of the congregation thanked
the young preacher for trying to squeeze
him through the eye of the Gospel needle.
The young preacher had a weak, shrill
voice, but his earnestness mors than over
came this, and he rapidly acquired renown
as a powerful preacher, -
Soon after his conseccration he was sta-
tioned in Cork as assistant to an eminent
priest named Father Donovan, and be-
tween them sprang up the strongest friend-
ship. Father Mathew was an énthusiastic
worker for the poor, and his ragged school
soon had a roll of 590 children whom he

his priestly functions and the self-imposed
‘tasks he cheerfully rose notlater than four
o'clock in the morning. At that time to-

disdain, and fora lourr time Fnt:her Mathew
doubted. the propriety of openly espousing
so extreme a cause.
was no blfrot;—-honest John . Martin—a
Qun.kel, eventunlly persunded him to cs-

-Father Mathew's first temperance, mu,bmg
‘wag poorly abbended "It was held. in- his
par:sh school room, atd on the platform
sat Frlcnd Mirtin, who justly claimed in
“after years to -be ‘the gmndfnther of :the
movement,: Fnther Mathew’s address was
very'sh_orb, but etiinently pmctxcul., Hs
paid & tribute to ‘‘honest John Martin”

1814, " The young friar's first sermon was.

taught ab the “ Littlo Frinry.” Toperform|

tal abstinence was genera.lly regarded with |,
His friend—for he|.

pouse the movement, of whichhe immedi- |
ately became the pre-eminent leader. |-

and taking” pen in hand signed the temv)t.r
ance pledge, remurkm .* here goes in'the
name of God. " The riews that Father
Mathew had t’zken this step ‘spread hke

‘wildfire and soon: his’ open air temperance

mass meetings in the Cork: Horse Bazaar
were, thron«ed by 4, 000 listeners at a time.
His magnetism appeared . to be, and was
refrarded by thousands, as miraculous,’ for
no such scenes had ever been before wit-
nessed. The crushto sign the pledge at
the mecting, was overwhulmm" and- in
three months 25,000 people had signed it
and by the end of the year the numbor had
rolled up to 156,000.

v 11; Dccuube., 1509 Father Mathow visit-

.ed leenck and the -country’ for scores
of ‘niles :u'ound was deserted by the thou-

‘sands who ﬂocked in to. see “and ‘hear the
-famous priest: '

Mavnoobh Colleo'e, m 1840 recelved the
now illustrious friar as a conqueror, ‘in
striking contrast to the tnme when, under
a school boy cloud,: he left her walls.
this visib eight professors and two hundred

and . ﬁfty ‘students enrolled themselves |

under the temperance b.mner In this
year. hé I)Md a visit to the. Protestant
Nor th'and for a time Omnge and Green
blended and the Father spoke of the kind-

% vu*.w,

At

‘| first St. Patbrick’s mission, by evangelizing

. moetmgs in the Glasgow cattle market,

- -| honor was- glven in. Dublin, the call for-it

| nin cen earls, ten viscounts, four bishops,

tréated with marked consideration by many
.| members of the’ noblhbv, but when in Lon-
*- | don the publicans of Bermondsey and West-
-+ | minster incited mobs to assault him, and |} : -
““{his platforms " were

| parts of London with great violence, but

| trade mnde marvellous strides, while erime

ness of those friends who displayed Orango
flags in his honor, thus disarming the act
if intended as an affront, '
‘Father Mathew societies, with bands and
banners, sprang up everywhere and were
liberally supported by the founder, who
gave every shilling that he had, including
several legacies. which fell to him, to the
movement, ]eavmg for himself only tho
Dbarest necessaries.
The * Liberator,” O’Connell, was an elo-
quent disciple of Father Mathew, and
walked in a temperance procession in Cork.

The ‘‘apostle’s” fame spread to the
United States and throughout Great Bri-
tain, and in August, 1842, he reversed the

Scotland to,the extent of holding enormous

-where ' he obtained 12,000 pledges. On
his return a grent ‘demonstration in his

gﬁi@g signéd by two- dukes,. four ‘barons,

fo ‘ronets and scores of the clergy of'
all denominations.

In 1843 he visited Dnglnnd and was

‘attacked at those

without Hari to the_devoted temperance
leader. He was also slandered by liquor
sellers, who spread the rumor that he was
making money out of his medals, but as a
matter of fact they were a serious lossto
him as he gave away far more than he sold
and his unselfishness was demonstrated. by
his being actually arrested for inability to
pay a debt., When in England, Protes-
tants, as a rule, were as cnthusiastic ad-
mirers of Fatlier Mathew’s wonderful work
as were his co-religionists, and he, in turn,
was ever ready to co-operate without
thought of differences of religion. - One of
his most eminent supporters in- England
was the Protestant Bishop of Norwich,

. Father Mathew was unanimously nomi-
nnted Bishop of Cork, in 1847, Ly the
clergy of that dioceso, but the Holy: See
decided otherwise. It was in this year
that the Britich Government conferred
upon him a pension of £300 pounds a year,
and never was a pension more waorthily
bestowed or more hunestly earned, for, as
a result of thé Futher Mathew movement,

rapidly diminished. - It was in'1847, that
paralysis first.afllicted the noble friar, and
for a period -he was Iaid aside from the
worle he so, ‘ passionately loved. Partially

recovermg from the shock ho“ ever, ho,




