
the answer and a Face about the côncluding argument, I greatly
suspedt that such would be here the answer and the argument
returned to a still simpler question put to our politicians; naine.
ly to require of them a clear definition of the word Constitution
in general. So long howe-er a people shali not agree upon
its definite import, so long bliali qaestions resting on it remain ii-
soluble.

This dilficulty is particularly applicable to the Eng-
lish constitution. One of its greatest mr.rits and, it uight boldly
le said its excellence consists in its simaplicity. Like trut itselfit
cai but lobe by airy attempt to comment upon it. Everv one fan-
cies that he discovers therein some obscurity aud in his endeavours,
to dispel that obscurity, he finds himself at lastinvolved in the iin-
tricacies of his own sophistry.

Action constituteslife, whilst inerness may very
properly be assimilated to death. To produce action there nust
be an Agent eudowed with sufieient pot er to overiome any pos.
sible resistance. That power nust be without equal, for if vested
in morethanone, either they will actjointly, and bedirected to one
singe crbjeect and then they act as one, or they %, ili act in opjosi-
tion to each other, and irregularity, inertuesa and even deeth will
be the result,.

The British Constitution is perfectly consonánt
with this simple principle. The Ianperial Parlianent is that sole
and unique Agent which gives life and action to the whole
Empire. Having no superior power by which it can be protected,
that august body nust essentially possess the power ofiprotecting
itsélf. und therefore such prerogatives are attributed to i.tas.are suf,
ficient for that purpose. No other portion of the Coimuniety
can c!aim any participation in those- exclusive privileges¾ pe.ue
first they are under the protection of that high and mighty power,
Mad secondly if such prerogatives wete ttributed to tlm. they
miglit beused to oppose or resist the prinscpal tagent, and then, if
not stop the action, at least disorder dhe totion of the whole.
The British Constitution insures protection to ail those who live
m ithin the sphere of its influence, frotM the petty Constuble in
the execution of lis Ministry tothe lighest Courts of Judicature;
fi om the Soldier in the ranks to the leaders of hösts; frôi the
ineanest cottager to the Sovereig> ,on his throne. 'It piescribes to
every one, in the most distinct amannuer, the extent and'thée nature
of his duty anad ont of the strict observance of every ones duty
restit the iniiolability of the rights of all.'

Adnitting the truth of the above premises, let us'
dare to shew that it is to a dereliction front these simple principles
that .ur present distracted state is to, be attribted. The Impe-
rasl Parlian:et co.usideriung that the locality oftbese Provincesbinl-
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