
LE COURRIER DU LIVRE

ing determination of the Papineau Party forced questions to
their ultimate decision; and the British Government, when
awakened to the necessity, with a magnanimity seldom found
in history, acknowledged the errors of the past, and noticed
all the colonies that henceforth their own government should
be in their own hands, and her authority never again be
invoked against their rights. From that time to this there
has been no colonial disloyalty, discontent, disaffection, or
complaint. The question in England then was, how shall we
keep the colonies? The question now is, how can we shake
them off?

The session of Parliament in 1886 was, like its predeces-
sors, one of strife between its Lower and Upper House, and
ended without a vote of supplies. We then owed no publi.
debt; there were no publie creditors, except the provincial
officials. There was for their paymen.t one hundred and forty
thousand pounds in the provincial chest, but without the
" vote " not a shilling could be paid ; and, f rom the judges
downwards, all vere siiffering for want of their " arrears ".

Thus matters dragged till the 7th of March, 1837, when
that great constitutional statesrAan, Lord John Russell, in.
the spirit of an absolute despot, iutroduced into the House of
Commons a series of resolutions, authorizing the Governor
of Lower Canada to draw from the Provincial chest this one
hundred and forty thousand pounds, and pay off all arrears
of salary, without waiting for a vote of our House of Assem-
bly, which, vested so far as concerned the Province with all
the powers and privileges of the House of Commons, had the
sole control. Many members, who expressed the true Bristish
heart, protested against such anti-British and unwarranted
resolutions, and told us we should be a disgrace to the
British name and to .humanity if we did not resist them to
the uttermost; but they were carried by a great majority in
the House; and in the Lords, Lord Brôugham was the only
dissident.

Lord John, however, become frigthened witi his own
success. He said, in answer to inquiries, that he should not
act upon the resolutions, but bring a bill. Though twitted
by Lord Stanley-now Earl Derby-the bill did not appear ;
and in June, after the accession of our beloved Queen, he
declared that, not wishing to commenee the reign with so

-harsh" a measure, he wculd drop the resolutions, and add
one hundred and f'rty thouand pounds to the army estimates,
to enable the Governor topay all the ar.rearsfrom the military
chest, and wait the return from the province to a convenient
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