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powe~r, ce the Sublinme Porte," lias
reference to the exalted gate of one
of the palaces of' the Sultan.

The city gates are heavy, iron-
studded, tw'o-leaved structures wh ich
swing on ponderous sookets in an
arche<l rceess. A ijucre bar fastens
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thei when closed It wvas a proof
of the str-ength of Sainson. that lie
was a bic to carry off' the gates of
Gaza on their hingý,es, bar and ail.
The lock is a massive iron contriv-
ance whichi is opened, flot by a kcy
like ours, but l)y one rcsemnbling a
cùxbl stif(1d4d wvith nails whichi fit in
correspon(ling recesses of the iock.
Trhis key the porter carrnes upon his
shoukier. Probahly to this is alli-
sion miade in the wvords atlie govern-
mIent "-the autliority, the keys-
"-shall bew upon his shioulder," and
tbis, doubltleoss, is the symbolical
nieaning of giving to Peter the keys
of the kingdorn of hecavcn.

A r the city g;tte the eidex's. judges,
eVQlI the governor of1 te city wvould
ininister justice and transact im-

portant b)usines,;s in the presence of
the ass-7embled citizens. -,Eplîron, the
Hittite, answered Abrahamn in tle
audience of the chidren of Heth,
,ev<cn of' ail that went in at the gaie
of tle cit.y, saving, Na my tord,
hear lue: the field give I thc and
the cave that is therein, 1 give, it
thee; iii the presence of' the sons of
in people g-ive I it thee!" Seec also

the graphie account of flie transac-
tion between Boaz, Ruthî, and the
eiders of Bethlehem. lRuth iv. 1-12.

The pondorous eity gate wvas shut
at set 0f Sun and travellers arrivingr
latex' could enter only through the
small wickoet. Lt lias beon thought
that this is the ,.needle's cyc," to
which. allusion is mnade in the words
of our Saviour in Mfatt. xix. 24: Il t
is casior for a carnel, to go throughi
the eyc of a needle, than for a ricli
marn to enter into the kingdom of
God." But this probably is mierely
a proverbial expression. To these
two gates our Saviour may rofer in
the words: tStrive to enter in at
the strait gate'" IlWe look at these
curions little doors," says Dr. Van-
Lctnop, ",and imagine that when
our Lord uttercd those mnemorable
words Ho had in mmid theso two
gates-the one wvide, easy, and trav-
ersed by the niultitude in broad day-
iight, the other narrow, high in the
stop, to be found in the dark, and
souglit amidst danger by a few
anxious travellers"
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Sonietimies the difl'orent hazaars
and quarters of the city, occupied
often by diverse or hostile peoples,
are divided by gartes with watelhmon
to, guard thcm. In Jerusitlom.i for
instance, the Christians, tixe M1oslems
and tho .Jews ail occupy difféerent
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