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TIc Life asid Times of General Johnb
ara ves Sirncoc, .Yirst «overnwr of
Upper C'alad«. By D. B. READ,
Q C. 8vo., pp. 304. Toronto:
George Virtue, publisher, Price,
cloth, $3.50.
The acco)mplishied autîtor of this

book hias previously rendered valu-
able service to bis country by his
admuirable volume of " Lives of the
JuIdges of lppier Canada, and On-
tario." The présenit work is of stili
broader and more general interest.
It traces witlî graphie pen the prin-
cipal events in the fouinding of Upper
Canada. lIt is well to revive the
nieinory of tîtose hieroie days. No
country ever had a more noble and
illustrions band of pilgrimi fathers
titan those true-hearted U. E. Loya-
lists who forsook lands and home,
;tndlihraved the perils of thew~ilderness
that they might found. a new pro-
vince, where they might worship the
God of their fathers under the old
historie flag wvbiclî they loved so well,
and for whlich they had fouglit and
bled. Our author traces the heroic
exp)loits of the I'Queen's Rangers, "
under General Simicoe, during the
rev<olutionary war, and describes the
exile for consciences' sake of the pil-
grimi fathers of Upper Canada, re-
couints the fonnding of the first capi-
tal at Newark, the historie Niagara,
the exploration of the western pen-
ilisula, the removal of the seat of
government to York, and other
events iu the early hiistory of the
Province. It is well for the people
of this " Queen City " to look back
at its early beginning-s and to discern
the elemients, of the mloral strengthi
of thc Province in the elevated and
p)atriotic character of its original
fouiiders. A trustvorthy account is
also given of the ill-fated Major
André, and oi the able forest states-
iiIan, Captain B3rant. Fine steel
pbortraits of Simicoe and Brant are
given, also portraits of Sir George
Yonige, after ivhom Yonge Street

ivas nanied; of Captain Brant; Major
Audré, from a peu sketch miade by
himself the nîorning of his execution;
several engravings made fromn water-
colour dIrawings of Canadian scenery,
by the wife of Governor Simcoe on
first coming to Upper Canada with
the Governor in 1791, and other
sketches.

The Provincial Lctters: the Moral
Teaciw;ius of t/te Jesitit fathers op-
pused tu the Ohnircht of Rome and
the Latin Vulgate. By BLAISE
PASCAL. Toronto: William Briggs,
and Methodist l3ook-rooms, Mon-.
treal and Halifax. Pp. 400; price
$1.50.
The most illustrious naine in the

noble muster-roîl of Port Royal is
that of Biaise Pascal. He united in
his owxîi person the wit of Rabelais,
the sublimity of Milton, and the
terse vigour of Junius. He seized
the French Janguage when it was,
little better than a barbarous dialeot,
and mnade it classie forever. Such
an acliievemeut is accomplishied ouly
by nmen of the loftiest geuius-by a
Dante, a Luther, or a Shakespeare.
The inimitable wvit of his Provincial
Letters stung to the very quick: the
Jesuit party. The sublimity, the
pathos, and the piety of his lofty
'IThoughts " on ' the greatness, and
the inisery of man," on God, and on
eternity, awe and thrill the soul of
every reader. Neyer did so precious
a, literary freight conie down the
streani of time in ' 0s crazy a bark,
and witli 80 uarrôw an escape fromi
shipivreck. They were written on
scraps of paper or the backs of let-
ters, often ainid paroxysmns of pain,
frequently breaking off in the middle
of a sentence or of a wvord. These
Sibylline leaves ivere then filed on a
ivire for future arrangement. This,
however, was prevented by the baud
of death, which, eut off their dis-
tinguishied author at the early age of
thirty-nine.
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