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CIu!sades, and iii the Centuries nlext
foliowing thalt period, -and whichi bore
the true el ivairie staPlp. Masonic
'iemplarisin is fortunate in being abile
Io tracc, even triditionally, a line o'f
descent fromi such beroic sources. ILi
is the Jemplar grade, howevcr to,
-which chief prorninence attaches in the
miodern organization, and it is this
grad-c whiclî gives the distingnishing
titie to the body. A special interest,
therefore, attaches to, the ancient Teni-
Jinirs, a niilitary J3rotherhood organized,
for the protection of Christian pilgrims
in Palestine. These valiant Knighits,
first cal!ed IlPoor Felloiv-Soldiers of
Tesus Christ," came afcerwards to be
d2signated Knigbîs of the Temple, for
the reason that ilheir headquarters in
jerusakeni were necar the supposed sire
of King Solomon's Temple, and thus
il. mas in common speech they wcre
called Temiplars.

'l'le story of t beir ch ivairic chiaracter
and brave deeds in Palestine bas b)een
<often told *;and so, aiso, bas heen toid,
-%wiiî hardiy less of interest, the story
,of their powerfül influence in Europe,
until at iast cnvy and persecution
caused the overthrow of the once
flourishingy Order. l'le end came wvitl
the death of their Grand Master, %vho,
%vas executed iStî 'March, 1,313 The
dispersion and suppression of the Teni-
plar Order quickly followed.

Mdasonic Tcniplarisnm may flot claimi
a lineai connection wviîi the Antient
Ord.-r of Tempiars. 'l'lie proof is want-
ing« that the ancient Order survived
the period of its persecution, so main-
laining its organic lifé as to hecorne tie
actuai source and legitiniate au îhority
for the organizationis of Masonic Teni-
piarisni establiibd in tie eigb teenit'h.
and ineteenth -:cnturies. 1'here is 110
sufficient evidceice to justify this con-
-clusion any more than there is to sup-
port that other proposition wvhicli
.afirnis that tie ancicnt Tempirs %vere
Mtiasons, and that tI"e chief ohject whichi
they hadl in viev %vas to preEerve the
rites and cerenionies of 1-reemiasoîîry.
Dism-iissing these assurnptions, Mý-asonic
Ternpiarisni rnay ciaini on1y a connec-

tion of tradition and sentiment witi
the ancient Order. This counits tvor
much. TI'ere is a flavor of tbe old
hieroic spirit abiding %vith modern
'Ienipiary whicbi constitutes a deliit-
fuil cbarmn ; there are iessonq and
iegends i >ough t doivn fromni ediSeval
days Niiichi bave value ; and tbere are
associations with sceties and events
beionging to the stirring period of the
Crusades, which brigbîen the exposi-
tion of tbe Tempiar rituai as it is now
learnied and taught. But to, caini
miore than this, to, assert thiat Miasonic
Temnpiarismi, as it now e\ists, is the
actual historic successor of the Teni-
plar Order of the 1Middie Ages, seems
alike unnecessary and univise. There
is no cail to do tiîis an>' more than
there is to iniaintain that other proposi-
tions which deciares that Freeni asonry
was fostered and preserved 1by an An-
cient Ot-der of Tenipiars.

To what source, then, is the origin
of the riodemn order to be traced ;
How did it originate ? By what forces
and rit w'hat tinte ivas it mouided into
its present fomn, being started upon a
Une of movemnent -%vhiclh shows increas-
ing lighlt and progrcss ail along the
way ? it is of Ma*I-soniic parentage.
There cani he no, question of the right-
fui use of the ternis "Templar Masonry"
and IlMasonie Tenipiarism" ini desig-
natingy the niodertu systcm But whiie
this proposition is insisted upon, it
mnust be coniceded that important dif-
ferences exist between the Masonic and
the Templar systenis.

1'empiary is essentiaiiy a Christian
institution, lIt requires faith iii the
Eternai Son of God. It recognises the
doctrines and reiigious propositions
whicli underlie a commioî Christianity,
and in its ceremonies it enforces rnost
inipressiveiy many iessons drawn froro
the life, tie stifferings, death, and the
resurrection of Christ our Lord. lIt is
an institution ciainiingr to, be cstaliýished
on a basis of Christain faitli and the
practice of thie Christian virtues.

.Masonic Temnpk4îism wvas but littie
kuoivin either in this counry or irn
Europe prior to the ninuteenthi ,enitury.
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