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y . YOKE RELLOWIS.
- &’fretful person with a passionate one
i8 A very unpromisjng arrengement;
fretfulness does not awe passion, and
is supremely Irritating, while passion
gnes fretfnliiess the desired and bitter
gmew ance on which it feeds and sickens.
Two pervous persons will infallibly vex
eiach others' nervousness into a misery
tor each and both, but the harnedsing
ol'a ixervous with a phlegmatic person
will drive the nmervous partner to the
_extremes of ti'e infirmity, agd will deve-
lope 1w the phlegmatic person the latent
upamiable temper, Which unless phlegm
s sheer stupidity, Is sure to be unjted
to it. Nervous people, in [act, ought
not to be yoke-’cllows at aly; if marriage
fits them it is in its more esoteric jdeal.
But in saying this reference is made only
t0 nervousness as that irritabjlity of
physical rather than mental weakness
which, though intellectual
st.rongth, frequently goes with jntellec-
tual activity. Nervousncss, as another
name for ill temper, cowardly agita-
tions, or ¢xcitable silliness, is likely to
be very inconvenient in yoke fellowship,
espeeinlly in the rather rare cuses of'lts

Iessening

being the atiribute of the male partner;
bit not heing incurable, it 5 compar-
:ltiy‘cly harmless where one of the part-
ners-is of a frankly good-tempered ob-
tuseness. .

But, be the tempers what they way,
the great safety lies in the comming-
ling of a secure affection with a certain
Loalthy indifference—indifference is not
a fair word for it, but theright one
docs not exist—which belongs to a re
:'upm'mhlo married life. T.ove with the
wooing leit in it, Is a sensitive and fault
finding passfon, not wholly satistied
with jis own sufticiency for aesei-vlhg
the Toturn it desires, and’ keenly aware
of coldness or rébuke. - But love at its
<pBe u.s statutory affection, with its
reciprocidl rights, content to have gis"en
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and to have got and have done with ib,
is a guod-tempered purblind humor,
that has nothing .to desire, and takes
its response for granted. It §s tolerant
of shortcomings, but it does not per-
cieve them, and misses no tende nesses,
for it would be bored by them; it takes
good will and loyalty as a matter for
granted on both sides and is content.
It gives no trouble to anybody and 18
It has Tal-
Iyrand’'s element of safety, *“point de
zele,” and so takes the good that comes
and gives the good it may without the
mist: kes of and tue disap-
poinuments of enthusjasm.

there for use when wanted.

anxjety

When two people, who on the whole
think well of each other, and who are
bound together by duty and common
interests, like euch other thus genufnely
but not to any disturbing extent, they
very rurely take to quarelling for its
own sake. They have no such need o!
each other as to be irritable for lack
of attention and disposed to scold as
the pést thing to poetting. And if they
do not quarrel out of good will they
have still less temptation to do so out
ol ill'wijll. Their quarrels will surely
be on real grounds—about something
in Which thejr wishes are Jjiferent and
one of them must yield something—in,
which the decision involves a definite
regult. They will not frowa and pout
about mére lovers’ wx"ongs, coldness and
neglect and such undemonstable com-
missjons and omissions; their disputes
will be more practicable and will be
cagier to end, because there will be
something to end them by.

It does not follow however, that be-
cause displites are on real grounds they
should be important ones. Th: questjons
which bring hushand and wije or other
house mates by the ears are .ot likely
to be larpe ones, matters of 1aith and
principle or important acts where there
is faith or principle to guide and con-
science to be respected on ecither sjde.
The issues that trouble Jomestic calm
are, in the details of common life, trifles
that cannot be left undecided because
something has to be donc or left undone,
and the doing or leaving undone affects
personal comjort or taste. It such dil-
ferences did not arise, al'they will do in
every homé, mere sedative good-will

3

pa——

would suftice for peace ; but to be gure
such peace mght be as Paley gaid,
“mighty dull;’’ and quarrels on trifles,
unlegs they are accumulative, do noh
leave great miscnief behind them.

Tt is natural in speaking of yokefel-
lows to refer specially to macried
people; but there are persons, spinsté;:
gisters, for instance, no less locked to-
gether, although there i3 no jJaw to en-
force the bond. They are in more than
couples sometimes; but the reciprecal
influence of each others, comfort is, of
courge, less among three than between
two jn quite other than arithmetjcal
proportion. They live together not be-
cause they feel themselves companions
by inclinatjon and fitness, but becausé
the relationshjp, or some other cireyma-
stanee, Bas thrown them together and
kept them together, and they recognise
the propriety of the arrangement. Such
unions are often quite as fndissoluble as
the bond between man and wife ; and ifs
them too one often sees the same no~
reason in particular that eech of the
yoke-fellows should not hase been as
Lappy with any other, th- success of
the arrengemeit bringing about gl
the advantages that could have apfire-
ciated. |

The worider is not that yoke-fellows
bicker sometimes, but that they get on
80 Well together usually; and whatevell
affection may be deeper or higher there
seems to be nothing more honest in the
wear then the liking by hab,t of yoke-fel-
lows, husband and wife, sisters, or how-
ever joined.

(The end.)
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To Subsbribers in Arrcars.

A large number of subscribers in ar-
rears for their “‘Antidote,”’—only one dol-
lar & year—will kindly pardon the abrupt
open reminder sent them a fow weeks ago.
The official imstructions were carried out
too literally. The aggregate amount is
considerable, although payable in advance.
The names are &8 good as can be found fin
the directory, but the sum is so trifling

that it is easily forgotten. One in ftive
or ten responded; two took offense and
asked us to forbear. :

He now unpacks his ulgteretts,
On whick no winter storms have beaten,
But the moths have greatly clum,ged thq
style, A
For it is now an ulster eaten.



