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were as well educated in morality as they are in the art of money-
making, we would hear Ivss grumbling from those who are barely
able to earn their bread, It is very easy to find fault with the cur-
riculum, but let those who eriticize beware, lest in criticising they
advocate something neither half so practical nor rationa..

Now, I do not stand up asa champion of vur programmo of study,
but when T Jook at it carefully I wmust say that there does not ap-
pear to be so much wrong in it after all. Tt recognizes the fact that
up to a vertain peint in the education of children, the instruction
must Lo the same, but buyond that the training must differ, just as
does the occupation of the children in after years. But when child.
ren reisch that stage of advancement when they arve able to take a
particular course of study, the programme distinctly makes provi-
sion fur the same.  Those desiring a commercial training can have
it, those wishing to enter the professivns can study such subjectsas
bear directly on their work. Those wishing to prepave for Univer-
sity find a distinct course laid out for them, and so it is forall. A
general education up to a certain point, and then a special training
during the rest of school life—such is the course adopted, and what
can be more reasonable or better suit the wants of the people ? The
course of study is broad enough to meet the demands of all, and
does not limit the advantages of an education to any one class. It
is thorough, it is complete. and if there is any fault in the educa-
tion of our children we must look celsewhere for it.

And, unfortunately, there is much fault to be found with the
education given to the boys aud girls of to-day, but we must be
carcful lest wo place the blame at the wrong door. I know full
well how frequently boys come forth from our schools with what is
termed a good education, and yet are unable in the great battle of
life to stand their ground and fight for themselves, but 1 do not
blame our progrimine of study and our text buoks for it all, but,on
the contrary, consider that they have very little to do in the matter.
We can account for it in other ways.  We have in the teaching pro.
fession many inexperienced and ineflicient members, just as n the
other professions there are wany who are incompetent to do their
work. Under such teachers the time of the pupils is wasted—even
worse than wasted —for bad habits aco formed that in after years
show themselves very strongly.  Persons with no knowledge of the
world antside of that obtained through reading, and with no un-
derstanding as to the nature of children ; unable to discriminate as
to how each child should be dealt with, and dealing with all in ex-
actly the same way, considering the chicf end of education to con-
sist in preparing children for an examination instead of fitting them
for the active duties of after lifo; looking at the intellect of the
child as the only part of its being that needs to be developed, and
forgetting that moral and physical culture are cqually necessary ;
possessing no other qualification than that they have passed a suffi-
ciently difficult examination to be classed as teaclhiers. Persons of
this kind often take charge of the children of vur land, and under
their fostering care what would you cxpect the result to be? Can
you cxpect lazy teachers to turn out smart pupils 7 Can you expect
teachers who know nothing of commercial life to teach their child-
ren the laws which govern the commercial world ?  Can you expect
seachers with slovenly, careless habits to have their children in
‘‘apple pie” urder? ur can you cxpect teachers with corrupted
morals and fifthy tongues to have their pupils grow up as models in
their hehavior and conversation? If there is anything wrong in
child education of the day as far as the educational authoritics are
concerned, it is right hero—sufficient attention is not given to the
moral and practical fitness of those entrusted to the care of child-
ren; and if the education is useless it is not because what isassigned
«n the programme as a atudy is uscless, but because the teachers
know 10t how to teach their children what is placed on the pro-
gramme. .

And again, we hear many men grumble about the way they were
taught at achool, and say that half they learnt was of no earthly
use. Now if this condemns any ono it condemns the grumbler, for
if tho educatisn was uscless why did he study so much? In nine
cases out of ten theso very people who grumble so much went to
achool and spent their whole time there, without considering what
they were going to do when they left. The result is that in trying
to learn cverything they learnt nothing ; whereas if they had de-
cided what their courso in after life was to be, aud had taken a
special training on that direction, they would have had all tho eda-
cativon they desired, and would not bo now complaining at the non-
practical school training. If peoplo would only use a littlo common
senso in these matters they would perhaps lay the blame a littlo
nearer home than the teaching they received at school.  Let boys
decide as eariy in lifo as possible what they are going to be, and let
them study and work with that ubject in view, and they will find
the education practical enough. But when a boy comes to school
and passes through the whole course of study, without knowing or
caring what he is going to do alterwards, then how can he expect
that when he does turn his attention in a particular direction all he
has ever learned is going to be of practical use?

And again, we might assign another reason why the education
given in vur schools is not as useful as it should be. Some persons
imagine thut when they have left school their education is complet-
cd, and forget that they have just made a beginning of it. Gener-
ally speaking, the information received in a public school is of little
value ; the discipline which the mind undergoes in obtaining the in-
formation is of much more account. If children leave school with-
out kuowing how to prosecute their studies independently, then
their cducation has been a failure ; for after all true education is
obtained more after one leaves school than during the school period.
Schoeol edncation may do much for 2 man bat it will never make
him a successful merchant. He may learn all the commervial arith-
metic possible, and reccive endless sound business advice, but the
practical training is obtained only in th counting-house, and in as-
sociating with business men. Thu ¢ who imagine that public
schools can turn out first-class ready-made or made-to-order busi-
ness men, have greatly mistaken the idea of a common school edu-
cation. As well ask us to turn out full fledged lawyers or physi-
cians. All wo can dois to discipline the mind, to teach currect
habits of order and neatness, to inculcate principles of morality
and aid in developing the physical powers, and besides this give a
little—only very little—general information. Wae place tho child-
ren on tho right track, give them dircctions as how they are to pro-
ceed, show as well as we can why others have gone astray, and tell
them what dangers to avoid ; we then wish them God speed and let
them travel on alone. Yet some lazy and unreasonable creatures no
sooncr leave our school than they say in action if not in words,—
* Now I have a pretty good cducation and therefore should bo able
to get along in tho world without any further exertion on my part.
If an education is any good at all it will make me got along all
right.” Yes, my easy going fricnd your school education will holp
you, if you only apply it properly, but if you fail to put into ‘prac-
tico the teaching you have received, then you necd not expect it to
aid you in the practical duties of hife. You blamethe style of edu-
cation because you havn't succceded in lifo ; turn round and blame
yourscH first, for not having put that cducation to its own propar
use.

Aund how many parents, by their actions towards thoir children
destroy tho good effects of o sound common schoul education.
Whilo we educate the children to work, for work is man's grandest
employment—the parents teach them to do nothing. At scheol all
are treated aliko and the rich child stands in the same relation to



