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"Oldest inhabitant" says that the
is less sevecre sice the country has
Te generdlly clcared up. The win-
ie been shorteued at both ends,
e c!earing up of marshes and wood-
s at once admitted the fresh air,
iminished the number of -misquitoes
r like pests, and rendered the whole
healthy and pleasant A few facts
etion with this are not without in-
ad will bear us out in these remarks.
ý census of 1852, the population was
the number of deaths in one year

64, being a ratio of I death to 216 living, a
ratio fear more favourable to our County than
any portion of Canada or the United tates,
with, two exceptione, and singularly enough
these two are our next door neighbors in
Siormont and Russell, the ratio of the former
being 1 in 240, and the latter 1 death for
220 ]iving. The next below us being a third
nighbor, Carleton, 211. Addiugton and
Keut of similar population are respectively
1 in 98 and 1 in 84, while in Maine, U. S.,
the ratio is 1 death for 77 who survive. We
may here state that the OLDEST INIIAI-
TANT is nO imaeginary personage, but a most
interesting old lady, Mrs. Coons, residing in
Iroquois, now in ber 94th year, and in full
possession of all lier faculties. Peter Shaver,
Esq., is one of the eldest male inhabitants,
now in his 84th year; both these have a
very distinct recollection of the firs't ettie-
ment of the County, and of the trials and
difficulties which followed. Wc mention
their names particularly, because to them
we are largely indebted for information and
for substantiating certain dates which will
be hîerecafter mentioned, possessing an inter-
est far beyond the limits of the County.

InRIGATIoN--The County of Dundas is
well watered. In front is the noble St. Law-
rence, here averaging a breadth of nearly a
mile and a half, and of great depth. The
current is swift, with an average speed of 7
miles an hour, and from its purity and soft-
ness, is generally prefcrred for all culinary
purposes. The Rapid du Plat shoots past
the centre of the County at a rate of from 10
to 12 miles an hour. In rear it is watered
by the Petite Nation River, with its numer-
ous tributaries, and in addition it is inter-
sected by small creeks in various parts of the
County; these are fcd by springs and swales,
and in the spring and fall, assume large di-
mensions, giving motive power to numerous
creek mills, whieh, though only in operation
for from 3 to 4 months in the year, are
nevertheless a valuable acquisition to those
living in their neighbourhood.

An abundant supply of excellent well
water is found all over the country on reach-
ing a depth of from 15 to 25 feet. Besides
this, numerous springs are met with, afford-
ing the fortunate owners an inexhaustible
supply of pure water without any trouble or
expense on their part. There is also in
Winchester, a mineral spring, similar to the
celebrated Massena Spring, and held in some
repute for its medicinal qualities, but as no


